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Dear Parents, Guardians 
and Children

I am delighted to be able to address 
all prospective parents as you 
make choices about your child’s 
secondary school.

You know how important your 
choice of secondary school is for 
your child’s success. Our ideal 
starting point is that every pupil 
comes from a family who has 
positively chosen Kenton, because 
both child and family will start 
with commitment and confidence. 
Kenton remains a hugely popular 
choice with our parents. Future Year 
7 for September 2018 is once again 
over subscribed.

Results have improved for the fifth 
consecutive year with 2017 being 
the best results yet. In Year 13 one 
in three results were either A or 
A* with the Average Point Score 
per pupil and per entry being the 
highest we have ever achieved.

Kenton Sixth Form was rated top 
for academic progress across the 
city of Newcastle’s state schools 
and rated second for vocational 
progress.

We are delighted with the record 
breaking results our Year 11 
pupils achieved last year. With 
the Attainment scores set to be 
the highest the school has ever 
achieved. Results in Maths in 
particular were hugely pleasing with 
the department maintaining their 
excellent C/4+ above pass rate at 
61% despite more difficult exams. 
Results in Art, Music and Triple 
Science were all hugely pleasing.

We are pleased to note that our 
record attendance of 2015 (94.9%) 
has been maintained in 2016 and 
2017. GCSE predictions for this 
current Year 11 show that all of 
these statistics are set to rise again 
with the class of 2018 on course for 
the best results ever.

There is much to celebrate at 
Kenton School and this prospectus 
will offer you a unique insight 
into the many changes and 
improvements we have made. We 
hope it acts as a guide to enable 
you to ask the questions of the staff 
you find most pressing.

I feel hugely privileged to lead 
Kenton School and if you choose 
for your child to attend Kenton 
School I would wish to work with 
you; to ensure your child receives 
an outstanding education. 

. 

Yours sincerely

Sarah Holmes-Carne

Letter from the Principal 
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A Popular Choice 
Kenton is a successful school with 
a fine reputation. Our Year 7 cohort 
for September 2018 is once again 
at capacity. It would be advisable to 
place Kenton as first choice if you 
wish to secure a place, even from 
our regular feeder primary schools.

Why Families Choose Kenton 
We asked Kenton’s parents why 
they had chosen Kenton for their 
child. These were some of the most 
common reasons:

• Impressive exam results

• Good discipline

• Staff that are skilful and  
 experienced, well qualified,  
 caring, friendly and helpful

• Informing parents about  
 progress and keeping in touch

• Looking after children safely and  
 treating them kindly but firmly

• Other people’s children have  
 been happy and achieved well 
 at Kenton

• Good facilities

• Good Sixth Form 

All Different All Equal 
Our motto means that we treat all 
our wide range of pupils as equally 
valued individuals, each with his 
or her own talents, ambitions 
and needs. For example, we are 
Newcastle’s lead school for Gifted 
and Talented provision, while our 
teaching of children with special 
needs is exemplary. You will find 
more detail about both these areas 
later in this prospectus.

Sageguarding 
Kenton School is committed 
to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. We are fully 
committed to ensuring that 
consistent effective safeguarding 
procedures are in place to support 
families, children and staff at school 
and to keep all of our children safe 
in school. To support the pupils 
further we have two Year Leaders in 
every year group who have full time 
responsibility for the pastoral care of 
the pupils.

Unchanging Values 
Our pupils also need to appreciate 
the things which will remain true 
and important throughout their lives: 
the unchanging moral values, such 
as orderly behaviour, respect for 
self, others and concern for people, 
the community and the environment 
and what it means to live in Great 
Britain in 2018.

Investing in People 
We strive continuously to raise 
standards; therefore we invest 
continuously in Kenton’s people, 
including the training and 
development of our staff, as well as 
our pupils. In 2011 we were granted 
the Investors in People Gold Award.

Why Families
Choose Kenton
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Kenton Partnership Schools 
Our current pupils have come 
to Kenton from 36 primary 
schools, 1 middle school and 
from 19 of the City’s 26 Wards. 
Our main partnership schools 
are: Hilton, Kenton Bar, Kingston 
Park, Mountfield, North Fawdon, 
Stocksfield Avenue, Wyndham, 
Thomas Walling, Farne and Cheviot. 
We also benefit from the fact 
that we are a popular school and 
parents outside our catchment area 
often choose to send their sons 
and daughters to Kenton. We liaise 
closely with our partnership schools 
regarding the transfer of pupils to 
our care and ensuring progression 
through the National Curriculum.

Autumn Term 
The Principal visits every primary 
school, to talk with parents and 
older children about their future 
at Kenton. Other staff also visit 
our feeder primary schools, to 
discuss with parents, Heads, Year 
6 teachers and Special Needs 
Coordinators. Children and parents 
are invited to an Open Evening, 
which provides the opportunity 
for parents to ask the Principal, 
staff and pupils about the school, 
its curriculum, facilities and other 
points of interest. They are also 
invited to tour the school with the 
Principal on a typical working day. 

hand in September to help the new 
pupils settle in quickly and happily. 
Throughout the term there are visits 
and learning activities in a range 
of subjects for Year 6 children. 
We also hold more informal coffee 
afternoons for parents of pupils with 
Special Needs, pupils for whom 

The First Family Meeting 
The family of each child entering 
Kenton will be expected to visit the 
school by individual appointment 
for a First Family Meeting with the 
Principal or a senior member of 
staff. This will be the first of many 
meetings during the period of our 
partnership, so that we can share 
our high expectations for your 
child’s future. Appointments will be 
offered in the autumn term. Families 
who do not come in the autumn 
are asked to visit for the First Family 
Meeting in the summer term.

Induction Fortnight 
Accompanied by their teachers (on 
the first day only) Year 6 pupils are 
invited to a two week induction at 
Kenton during which they take part 
in lessons and activities and meet 
the staff who they will work with 
in Year 7 including the Assistant 
Principal in charge of learning in 
Year 7.. At the end of the summer 
term preceding transfer, parents, 
with their children, are invited to 
visit the school to meet staff and 
to give confidential (e.g. medical, 
personal) and general information. 
At this time, uniform is purchased, 
questions are answered and the 
opportunity is given to parents to 
acquaint themselves with the layout 
of the school.

English is an additional language 
and Gifted and Talented pupils. 
By the time year 7 pupils join us in 
September they will already know 
Kenton School well. 

Summer Term 
Year Leaders and staff from the 
Learning Support Department visit 
the primary schools to speak to 
the children about what they can 
expect at Kenton in the following 
September. Current Year 7 pupils 
are trained as “Buddies” and are on 

Summer School 
A summer school will run at the end 
of the school year and will, as usual, 
contain lots of exciting activities 
complementing learning with vibrant 
and engaging tasks.

Transfer from
Primary School

“Pupils’ behaviour and their personal development and 
welfare are good. The school prepares pupils well for life in 

modern Britain.”
(Ofsted 2016)
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Kenton Curriculum: 
All Different All Equal 
The Government wants to create a 
continuous phase of learning, from 
11 to 18, with new pathways that 
will meet the individual needs and 
aspirations of young people and 
allow them to progress through 
learning at a pace that is right for 
them.

Kenton is enthusiastic about this 
approach, because it fits our 
vision of an ‘All Different All Equal’ 
curriculum, which will meet the 
needs and ambitions of all pupils, 
including those whose aim is 
the highest ‘A’ Level standards, 
followed by academic degree 
courses at traditional universities, 
as well as those whose focus is 
on vocational studies leading them 
smoothly into the work place.

 Key Stage 3 
We aim to provide a high-quality 
educational experience for all 
our pupils in all subjects, tailored 
to their needs and abilities. We 
also aim to develop excellent 
practical, technological, scientific, 
mathematical, artistic and 
communication skills.

All pupils follow a curriculum 
which is broad and balanced 
and which includes a range of 
National Curriculum subjects: 
English, Mathematics, Science, 
Technology, Modern Languages, 
History, Geography, Art, Music, 
Physical Education, Personal 
Health and Social and Enterprise 
Education, Computer Programming, 
Citizenship and Religious Education. 
You have the legal right to withdraw 
your child from Religious Education. 
If you wish to exercise this right, 
please write to the Principal.

Pupils study French in Year 7 but 
have the option to Study Spanish 
at the end of Year 7 to commence 
in Year 8. It is possible to study two 
languages.

Key Stage 4 
We place a huge emphasis on the 
core subjects of English, Maths and 
Science, as such a large part of 
curriculum time is taken up by these 
subjects. Selected pupils will follow 
the EBACC pathway which is a 
rigorous academic suite of subjects 
designed to ready pupils for the 
rigour of university.

We have developed a personalised 
learning pathwa y for all pupils and 
believe strongly that curriculum 
design and development has a 
major part to play in the meeting 
of every pupil’s needs. We 
have provided opportunities for 
assessment when ready, choice, 
flexibility and progression by 
ensuring pupils are following 
pathways towards GCSEs as soon 
as they enter school.

Departments begin preparing pupils 
for GCSEs as soon as they start in 
Year 7 by familiarising pupils with 
the language and content they will 
need to excel in Year 11. 

Key Stage 4 Options 
As an academy we have the 
flexibility to start some GCSE 
subjects early. As such we ask all 
pupils in year 8 to specialise in an 
Art based subject from Ceramics, 
Graphics, Art, Photography and 
Textiles to commence in Year 
9. Additionally pupils can start 
studying Triple Science in year 
9. Non Triple Scientists have one 
free choice at this point. All other 
options are taken in year 9 to 
commence in year 10 and include 
Business, Media Studies, Music, 
Drama, Computing and Technology. 
We also offer Hair and Beauty and 

Motor Vehicle Technology.

Curriculum at Kenton “The school provides a broad and balanced curriculum.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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Graduation 
The new curriculum will be a 
wonderful opportunity, but if Kenton 
pupils are to gain advantage from 
it, they must be ready to work hard 
and sensibly, with a mature attitude, 
whatever their ability, and to show 
good attendance. Therefore, we ask 
all our Key Stage 3 pupils to prove 
that they are ready to ‘graduate’ to 
Key Stage 4 by gaining graduation 
points in five different areas. Pupils 
gain graduation points through, 
good commitment grades (B grades 
at least); 97% attendance (unless 
they have serious health issues); 
excellent commitment to their 
studies and through independent 
study. We hope and expect that all 
pupils will achieve the graduation 
standard. 
We will advise any pupils (and their 
parents) as soon as possible if we 
think they are at risk of failing to 
graduate and they will be given a 
chance to improve their effort and 
attitude. Any pupils who do not take 
that advice risk having to retake 
the year, if they do not have the 
maturity to start Key Stage 4. We 
will hold a celebratory event for Key 
Stage 3 Graduates towards the end 
of the summer term, to which all 
graduates and their parents will be 
invited.

Science at Kenton 
The Science curriculum at Key 
Stage 3 is a great base for pupils 
to explore their learning and skills 
in science. It encompasses all 
of the key National Curriculum 
requirements as well as activities 
designed to develop interest and 
excitement about learning science.

At KS4 pupils will study Trilogy 
Science as two separate courses 
to achieve two GCSE grades, or 
they will study the more in depth 
separate science courses of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
as individual GCSE subjects. 
Many Kenton pupils opt to 
undertake separate science, a 
higher proportion from the national 
average.Both routes will give pupils 
an excellent science background 
and the ability to move forward into 
any of the department’s post 16 
qualifications.

At Kay Stage 5 we offer courses 
in Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
which are proving to be popular 
Sixth Form courses.

Technology at Kenton 
The Technology Key Stage 3 
curriculum is very exciting at Kenton 
School. In this time pupils will visit all 
sector areas of Technology and will 
also complete ‘Licence to Cook’. 
The beginning of Key Stage 4 starts  
with all pupils having selected an 
area to specialise in – Electronics, 
Food, Graphics, Resistant Materials 
or Textiles. In two years the whole 
cohort will finish their GCSE 
Technology (single award) and will 
have the opportunity to aspire to 
higher level qualifications within the 
Technology sector in Year 12.

Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural 
At Kenton we pride ourself on 
the diversity of our curriculum 
and the way it is designed to 
promote cultural tolerance and 
understanding. We have carefully 
interwoven SMSC through our 
curriculum offer to ensure our pupils 
leave Kenton School as mature and 
rounded individuals who are aware 
of the world’s diversity.

Population 1 Years 7 and 8 
(Russell Group Population) 
As a comprehensive school 
we recognise the need to fully 
challenge all pupils regardless of 
their ability and as such we have 
created a unique curriculum for our 
most gifted and able pupils who 
we expect to make an application 
to a Russell Group University at the 
end of year 13. This group in year 7 
and 8 will follow a slightly different 
pathway which will allow pupils 
at an early stage to follow more 
accademic qualifications.

Phonics Support 
To support those pupils with low 
Reading Ages on entry in year 7 we 
offer the opportunity for pupils to 
undertake a phonics programme 
which supports their progress in 
English and includes daily phonics 
work. This has contributed to the 
fantastic results in GCSE English we 
experienced of late.

“Outcomes in English have gone from strength to strength.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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The school day consists of five 60 
minute lessons with an additional 
five minutes on period one during 
prime learning time. The timetable 
covers ten days, in Weeks A and 
B. Week A will focus on aspects 
of literacy and week B will focus 
on aspects of numeracy. The day 
is designed to focus exclusively 
on learning and progress, with no 
wasted time, leaving plenty of time 
for after school activities We operate 
a slightly different timetable on a 

Homework/Independent Study 
Homework is important. It extends 
and develops what is learned 
during lessons. It encourages pupils 
to learn independently and from 
different sources, which will be very 
important in later years. It is also 
a very good way for parents and 
families to get involved and support 
their child’s education. 

Homework is set regularly for all 
classes and pupils record it in their 
Kenton Planner. At Key Stage 
3 pupils will receive homework/
independent study from core 
subjects twice a week, and 
foundation subjects twice during the 
two week timetable cycle.

Year 7 pupils will also have the 
opportunity to select additional 
homework or longer projects 
relating to specific subjects during 
each half term. These homeworks 
are published and recorded in 
Learning Journals in individual A5 
booklets from each department. At 
Key Stage 4 it is set according to 
the needs of each GCSE course. 
More detailed guidance is given 
in the Kenton Planner. We insist 
that pupils complete homework 
to their best standard. Allowance 
is made for those pupils with 
learning difficulties who cannot at 
first produce a large amount of 
unsupervised work. If parents are 
worried that their child seems to 
be getting too little or too much 
homework, they are requested to 
inform the Year Leader immediately.

Tuesday with lessons five minutes 
shorter to allow for an extended 
PSHE lesson in the middle of the 
day.

At the beginning of the morning 
and afternoon pupils’ attendance 
is registered at the start of their 
lesson, so it is more important 
than ever that every pupil arrives 
punctually in plenty of time before 
the start of the first lesson at 
8.25a.m.

Personal Education 
All pupils in Years 7 to 13 follow 
a programme of work which 
incorporates aspects of Personal, 
Social, Health and Economic 
Education, Information, Advice and 
Guidance and Citizenship. Topics 
covered include Personal and 
Social Skills, Sex and Relationships 
Education, Drugs and Alcohol, 
Emotional Health and Well-being, 
Financial Capability, Careers, 
Enterprise, Community and Society 
and Current Affairs.

The PSHE Education programme 
at Kenton is delivered via a 
combination of timetabled lessons, 
assemblies, the use of outside 
theatre groups and specialist 
agencies such as the local health 
authority and our own Health 

Reflection for Learning 
Reflection for Learning refers to 
the structured tutorial period that 
pupils will have before or after lunch 
each day, with an explicit focus 
on learning. The delivery model 
focuses on the need for reflection 
and evaluation, the extraction of 
meaning from this review and the 
planned use of learning to achieve 
personal targets.

Improvement Specialist.

This collaborative approach has 
enabled us to design a programme 
of work which provides pupils at 
Kenton with the knowledge, skills 
and understanding they need 
to lead confident, healthy and 
independent lives and which helps 
them to understand how they are 
developing personally and socially, 
tackling many of the moral, social 
and cultural issues that are part of 
growing up. 

Information, Advice and Guidance 
Through PSHE and our strong links 
with businesses all pupils receive 
access to high quality information 
and guidance and additional 
support is available through our link 
with Connexions.

The School Day, Homework 
& Personal Education

“All parts of the school are well supervised by adults between 
lessons and at breaktimes” 

(Ofsted 2016) 



14 15

School Uniform Years 7 to 11 
Pupils are expected to wear uniform 
at all times when in school or 
representing the school elsewhere.

Boys 
1. White polo shirt 
2. Black trousers - not jeans 
3. Year Group Sweatshirt* 
4. A warm outdoor coat should be  
 worn to and  from school but  
 NOT inside the school building 
5. Smart and sensible all black  
 shoes; heavy boots and trainers  
 are not permitted

Girls 
1. White polo shirt 
2. Black skirt or tailored black  
 trousers (not leggings or jeans) 
3. Year Group Sweatshirt* 
4. A warm outdoor coat should be  
 worn to and from school but  
 NOT inside the school building 
5. Smart and sensible all black  
 shoes; heavy boots, trainers or  
 high heels are not permitted

6. No make-up

Please note that for Health and 
Safety reasons footwear should be 
sensible.

• Shoes must be practical  
 and have sensible heels 
• Boots are not allowed

Mobile Phones 
Mobile phones must not be seen on 
the school site.

If a mobile phone is seen in school  , 
it will be confiscated and held 
securely by the Year Leader for a 
maximum of 3 days. It will only be 
returned earlier if the parent speaks 
to the Year Leader and makes an 
arrangement to collect it.

Emergency phone calls can be 
made from the Year Office or 
Reception.

Year 11 Girls 
Black or navy tracksuit bottoms, 
white T shirt/polo shirt, pale blue 
sweatshirt personalised with name, 
white socks, training shoes and 
towel.

Jewellery, cycling shorts and leisure 
boots are not allowed.

Optional Items Year   11 
Plain black or navy tracksuit 
bottoms may be worn in cold 
weather in addition to shin pads, 
gum shields and other kit at the 
discretion of the class teacher.

Technology Equipment 
• Apron* for 
 Construction Technology   
• A separate apron* for 
 Food Technology (to comply with  
 Food Hygiene Regulations).

General Equipment 
It is essential that pupils bring the 
necessary equipment to school 
each day, to avoid wasting time 
on distribution at the beginning of 
lessons.

There will be limited supplies of 
specialist equipment available within 
departments but, as a minimum, we 
would expect each child to bring 
the following: Planner (provided by 
school), pen, pencil, ruler and an 
eraser. Coloured pencils would also 
be useful.

Being prepared for learning shows 
that pupils are committed to 
making the most of their learning 
opportunities. Homework will be 
given each night and pupils should 
be equipped with a bag* suitable 
for carrying text books and exercise 
books to and from school.

All items marked with a * are 
available from the school shop, 
which is open every day to sell 
uniform and equipment at very 
reasonable prices.

All pupils are expected to bring 
a bag to school in which to carry 
homework, PE kit etc.

Sixth Form Pupils 
Pupils are given more freedom in 
what they wear in the Sixth Form 
but are expected to dress in a 
manner appropriate for school. We 
ask Kenton’s sixth form pupils to 
dress smartly, the Sixth Form Dress 
Code outlines that pupils should not 
wear tracksuits, hoodies or shorts 
in school. Pupils who study physical 
subjects, such as PE or Dance, 
should bring their sports gear to 
school to change into. 

PLEASE NOTE

1. Apart from a watch and a  
 discreet stud in each ear, the  
 wearing of jewellery is NOT  
 allowed. Facial or body piercings  
 are considered unacceptable  
 and pupils will be required to 
 remove any jewellery in such  
 places. Health and Safety 
 regulations identify the wearing  
 of jewellery as dangerous during  
 some aspects of the Curriculum,  
 e.g. PE, Science, Technology  
 and other areas

2. The school will accept no  
 responsibility in the event of loss  
 of items of jewellery or expensive 
 clothing

3. Hair styles should be  
 conservative and hair colour 
 should be natural shades;  
 outrageous colours and styles  
 are not allowed. We do  
 recognise that many pupils,  
 both boys and girls, dye their  
 hair. What is not acceptable is to 
 dye hair any colour which could  
 not be achieved naturally.  
 Pupils should also avoid  
 shaving extreme patterns into  
 their hair.

Personal Property 
Parents are advised most strongly 
that personal stereo equipment, 
mobile phones, jewellery, expensive 
watches and clothing and any other 
valuable items should be kept safely 
at home. The school cannot accept 
liability for the loss or damage of 
any pupil’s personal clothing or 
property or insure them. Some 
household insurance covers such 
items, parents are advised to check. 
All items should be clearly marked 
with the owner’s name.

PE Equipment 
Years 7 -10 
Girl’s Compulsory Items 
Kenton Orion navy sweat top* 
Kenton Orion light blue Polo shirt* 
Kenton Orion navy track pants* 
White socks 
Training shoes 
Towel

Optional Items  
Kenton Orion navy zip sweat top* 
Kenton Orion navy base layer* 
Kenton Orion navy track pants*

*Ordered from Kenton School.

Years 7 -10 
Boys’ Compulsory Items 
Kenton Orion navy shorts* 
Kenton Orion navy Polo shirt* 
Kenton Orion reversible rugby top* 
Kenton Orion navy socks* 
Training shoes 
Towel 
Football boots

Optional Items 
Kenton Orion navy zip sweat top* 
Kenton Orion navy base layer* 
Kenton Orion navy track pants*

* Ordered from Kenton School.

Year 11 Boys 
White shorts, white T shirt/polo 
shirt, Kenton reversible rugby top*, 
white socks, training shoes and 
football boots.

Uniform, Special Clothing
& Equipment

“Pupils say that bullying is not a problem and that they have 
trusted adults they can speak to if they are worried about 

anything. Inspectors questioned potentially vulnerable pupils, 
who also said that they felt safe.” 

(Ofsted 2016)



16 17

The Start of Term 
Before pupils arrive, we test 
their ability in literacy, numeracy, 
reasoning (which indicates potential 
that has not yet been developed) 
and Reading Age. Together with the 
Key Stage 2 test results this allows 
us to set realistic but challenging 
targets for your child in every 
subject, specifically we set targets 
which are suitably ambitious for 
English, Maths and Science based 
on their Key Stage 2 levels of 

gauge individual progress. The 
new format for tracking progress 
involves a very simple Red, Amber, 
Green format so parents can see 
exactly where the pupils are in their 
learning.

Form Tutors, Year Leaders and 
Assistant Principals Achievement 
meet regularly every half term 
to monitor your child across 
all areas of school life. You 
will receive correspondence 
identifying successes and areas for 

attainment. On the first day of term, 
pupils will be given these targets 
and they will be posted home to 
parents so we can all see what we 
are aiming for.

This Information is then reviewed 
half way through the year. In order 
to make sure you are aware of the 
progress your child is making you 
can be informed of what support 
you can provide in order for your 
child to reach their targets.

Progress Reviews 
Approximately every six weeks 
pupils receive a letter, posted home 
consisting of a commitment grade 
in every subject, so that you and 
your child know what progress is 
being made, at regular intervals. In 
addition every term you will receive 
again in the post your child’s current 
assessment grades or levels. In 
Year 7 there are four formal tests 
spaced out during the year. These 
are extremely important and will 

Communication: Home 
& School Partnership

development to ensure that your 
child realises their potential.

Parents’ Evening 
We will be offering the opportunity 
once again for parents to visit the 
school one evening for each year 
group and discuss the progress 
of your child with their subject 
teachers. The dates of the Parents’ 
Evenings are:

Year 7 25th April 2019 
Year 8 15th November 2018 
Year 9 14th February 2019 
Year 10 31st January 2019 
Year 11 28th February 2019 
Year 12 21st march 2019 
Year 13 24th January 2019

The Kenton Planner 
The Kenton Planner is a very 
important part of each pupil’s 
progress, as well as an ideal way 
of keeping you up to date, helping 
you to help your child. Among 
other things it contains a Weekly 
Planner, including space to record 
homework, to help your child get 
organised and to help you check 
up on progress. Pupils must have 
their Planner on their desks in every 
lesson. Pupils can gain in class 
credits for positive learning in their 
lessons. If their Planner is not there 
they can not gain the points.

The communication section of 
the Planner, is for home/school 
communication to be used by both 
parents and teachers.

The Parents’ Absence Notes 
Parents should telephone on the 
first morning of any absence. 
Because good attendance is 
so important, we will also try to 
telephone home immediately if your 
child is absent without explanation.

As you can tell, we take enormous 
trouble over our communications 
with our pupils’ families, because 

we know how important they are for 
your child’s success.

Pastoral Care 
Pupils are allocated to a form on 
joining Kenton School. The two 
Year Leaders with the two Personal 
Tutors are responsible for the 
welfare and achievement of their 
pupils. They will:

• get to know all their 
 pupils personally 
• encourage them to make the  
 most of their time at Kenton 
• help those with problems 
• monitor progress 
• investigate absence 
• deal with serious lapses 
 in behaviour 
• liaise with parents and offer help  
 by discussing problems which  
 may have arisen at school or 
 at home

The Year Leader is always available 
to give advice and guidance. 
Parents are welcome at school 
at any time, but please telephone 
beforehand to ensure that the 
appropriate member of staff is 
available. In an emergency, parents 
have access to a senior member 
of staff. They are normally available 
by telephone from 8.30am to 
4.00pm. Staff often contact parents 
by telephone, letter or home visit 
to discuss a child’s progress and 
behaviour.

Family Holidays 
Every day of learning at Kenton 
School is precious. Families must 
not take pupils on holiday during 
term time and the school will not 
authorise such absences, which we 
would have to treat according to the 
same procedures that we use for 
truancy.

“The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Pupils say 
that they feel safe in school.” 

(Ofsted 2016)
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are all vital in developing the skills 
needed to thrive in the work place. 

The ALC is also a vehicle for our 
staff to trial, evaluate and integrate 
teaching strategies that have the 
most academic impact for your 
child. 

Of course, all the key academic 
subjects are taught expertly from 
Year 7 in groups set according to 
the progress they have made so far. 
This is an advantage for children at 
all levels of current achievement, 
but it also enables us to stretch 
and challenge the ‘high flyers’. The 
groups are frequently reviewed, so 
that children who do not start in 
high sets can move to them through 
hard work and commitment. 

Kenton has been the lead school 
for Gifted and Talented provision 
in Newcastle for many years. We 
have recently decided to rename 
our cohort ‘Able, Aspire, Achieve’ or 
‘A3’ in line with Ofsted’s move from 
‘Gifted and Talented’ to ‘Most Able 
and Talented’ (MAT).  

Here at Kenton we provide a variety 
of opportunities designed to inspire 
and challenge our A3 pupils across 
all year groups.  Our programme 
has been designed to develop 
leadership, inter-personal, thinking 
and problem solving skills as well 
as providing external enrichment to 
prepare pupils for the challenges 
and opportunities they will face 
upon leaving school. 

This year has seen a trial of the 
‘Population 1 Carousel’ whereby 
A3 pupils get to undertake extra 
lessons every week in subjects 
such as Philosophy, Psychology, 
Law, Debating and University Skills. 
These sessions are designed to 
introduce pupils to new subjects 
as well as helping to develop their 
critical thinking and analytical skills. 

The ALC is available for your child 
to use after school to complete 
homework, to develop their 
independent learning and research 
skills or to just have an exciting 
environment where they can 
enjoy spending some time being 
immersed in their own learning.  

Enrichment this year has included 
the Industrial Cadets programme 
in association with Nissan for our 
Year 7-9 pupils. One of our teams 
recently won the national heats of 
the F1 in Schools Challenge and 
and travelled to Texas in October to 
represent the UK in the international 
finals, where they performed well 
and did our region proud.

From 2012 our theme has been 
very international, with links 
developed with French school 
Lycée Bernard Palissy - Saintes. 
Kenton pupils from Years 7 to 12 
have now made three life-changing 
visits to our partner school in Beijing 
and Year 10 and Year 12 pupils 
were given the once in a lifetime 
opportunity to visit Korolyov Space 
Centre in Moscow.

Kenton School has also developed 
close links with local universities, 
partaking in events both at school 
and within the universities to help 
pupils understand the opportunities 
available to them within higher 
education.  

High-achieving Year 6 children from 
our feeder Primary Schools who are 
transferring to Kenton, are offered 
taster sessions in Science, MFL 
and Humanities here at Kenton to 
help prepare them for their move 
in the September. They have also 
worked with our Year 7 ‘mentors’ 
in association with Think Physics 
to help introduce them to Science 
whilst forging new friendships.

The ALC is developed quite simply 
to support your child to achieve 
their academic potential while 
developing life skills that they can 
use in and beyond Kenton School.

Accelerated Learning Centre 
In January 2015 we opened our 
Accelerated Learning Centre which 
is an exciting environment at the 
very forefront of new teaching and 
learning initiatives. The ALC is an 
engaging area where independent 
challenge, questioning and research 

Inspiring Most 
Able Pupils

“Leaders recognise the most-able pupils early, so that in Years 7 
and 8 the pupils in the ‘Russell Group’ get to study a wider range 

of subjects, including two languages” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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At Kenton, we believe that no one 
can define our pupil’s futures and 
we champion our home-grown 
success stories. A number of pupils 
have already taken up positions in 
highly acclaimed apprenticeships 
and at university. We are also 
extremely proud of our of ex-pupils 
who have achieved great things, 
from politicians to scientists and 
potters to doctors. Kenton School 
can be the springboard to a career 
in any field. 

Emma Tulip 
Primary School

Kingston Park 

GCSE results

5 A*, 5 A, 1 B and Distinction * in 
BTEC ICT.

Subjects studied in 6th form

A2 Mathematics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Physics.

A2 predictions

A, A, A, A.

Dreams and Aspirations

Emma wants to study biomedicine.

Progression Plan

Biomedical science at York 
University.

Oliver Topel 
Primary School

Wyndham Primary

GCSE results

3A*, 6A, 1B, 2C and Distinction *.

Subjects studied in 6th Form

Sociology, English Literature and 
History

A2 results

A* A* A*

Progression Pathway

Currently studying Sociology and 
History at Leeds University.

Emily Spencer  
Primary School

Kenton Bar 

GCSE results

1 A, 2 B, 9 C and Distinction* in 
BTEC Creative Media Production.

Subjects studied in 6th form

Art, Photography, Textiles

A2 predictions

A, A*, A.

Dreams and Aspirations

To have a successful career in 
fashion design and fashion styling.

Progression Pathway

Study for a degree in fashion design 
at Northumbria University.

From Primary School 

Through Kenton to University
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Calllum Needham 
Primary School

Kenton Bar

GCSE results

2 A, 9 B, 3 C. 

Subjects studied in 6th form

Ceramics, Photography, Geography

A2 predictions

A, A*, B.

Dreams and Aspirations

Thinks he would like a career in 
photography.

Progression Pathway

Study photography at university in 
Manchester or Nottingham.

Stephen Parkin 
Primary School

Wyndham

GCSE results

5 A*, 7 A, 
1 Distinction*.

Subjects studied in 6th Form

English Language, French, Biology 
and Psychology.

Dreams and Aspirations

Stephen is not fully sure of what 
career he’d like to have, but 
teaching is one possibility.

Progression Pathway

University to study classics at St 
Andrew’s or Edinburgh University.

Ellee Jacobson 
Primary School

Stocksfield Avenue

GCSE results

3 A, 3 B, 4 C, 2 Distinction Stars.

Subjects Taken in 6th Form

Applied Science, English Language, 
Dance, and Health & Social Care.

Dreams and Aspirations

In the future Ellee would either like 
to be an Adult Nurse or a Primary 
School Teacher. However, she loves 
musical theatre, so is considering 
being in shows.

Progression Pathway: Taking a 
year out to work in entertainment 
before applying to university for 
performing arts. 

Bethany Taylor-Williams 
Primary School

Thomas Walling

GCSE results

2 A, 5 B, 5 C.

Subjects Taken in 6th Form

Chemistry, English Literature 
and Psychology.

Dreams and Aspiration

Psychologist specialising in 
mental illness.

Progression Pathway

Go to university to study 
Psychology at either Salford or 
Teesside.

Emma Davidson

Primary School

Stocksfield Avenue Primary

GCSE results

3A, 3B, 3C

Subjects studied in 6th Form

Media, Psychology, and English 
Language

A2 results

B C C

Progression Pathway

FIlm and media studies at 
Manchester Metropolitan University.

“Pupils say that they value effective careers 
and study guidance.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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Sixth Form Mission Statement 
We wish Kenton Sixth Form to be a 
provider of excellence in sixth form 
education for pupils of all abilities 
and backgrounds. Our ALPS 
score (a method of 1-9 gauging 
the success of a Sixth Form with 1 
being the highest) is at it’s highest 
ever level; 2 for vocational results 
and 3 for academic. We aim to 
be a major force in increasing 
participation in sixth form education. 
We will encourage pupils to 
consider progression into further or 
higher education. We will provide 
a supportive and caring learning 
environment. We hope to make 

pupils have secured prestigious 
apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities. We are very proud of 
the fact that far more of our pupils 
go on to education or employment 
than the national average.

The Sixth Form Curriculum 
at Kenton 
We offer a broad curriculum, 
meaning that it is possible to follow 
a number of different pathways. 
Students wanting to go on to 
Russell Group universities can study 
a range of facilitating subjects to the 
highest level, students who want 
to become nurses or engineers 
can study our vocational and 
BTEC subjects, creative students 
have access to our outstanding 
Performing Arts and Art and Design 
courses, and students who aren’t 
yet ready to study Level 3 courses 
can study a number of Level 1 or 2 
options in a supportive and inclusive 
environment. 

All across this broad curriculum of 
subjects are Kenton’s excellent 
teachers. We are particularly 
proud of our vocational subjects; 
indeed we have been ranked within 
the top 25 centres nationally for the 
progress our students make. In the 
Arts, our ceramics and art classes 
have continued their outstanding 
results and, last year, our entire 
Dance and Musical Theatre 
cohorts gained distinctions. Our 
performance in academic subjects 
is excellent too, with our History 
results in the top 10% nationally 
over the last two years and our 

all of our pupils feel valued and 
empowered, grow in confidence 
and realise their potential for 
academic, vocational, social and 
personal development.

Ofsted 
In 2016 our Ofsted inspection 
confirmed our 16 - 19 provision as 
‘good’. 

Sixth Form Achievement 
We are very proud of the 
achievement of our Year 13 pupils 
in 2017.Their results puts us top 
across Newcastle state schools 
for academic progress. This rise 
in achievement can be explained 

by a sharp focus on the quality of 
teaching and learning, as well as 
high levels of pastoral support and 
close monitoring of pupil progress. 
However, the primary reason for 
this improvement is the hard work 
and commitment of the pupils who 
should be congratulated for their 
achievements.

These achievements have ensured 
that many of our pupils have taken 
up university placements including 
Durham, Leeds and Manchester, 
with other pupils travelling as far 
afield as Hertfordshire and Plymouth 
to further their education. Other 

Sixth Form Education
at Kenton 

English Literature students making 
more progress than the national 
average. All of this leads to the fact 
that, on leaving Kenton Sixth Form 
the vast majority are engaged in 
further education or employment .

Outside of the academic 
programme, Kenton has much 
to offer in terms of support and 
opportunities. We believe that 
we stand out from our competitors 
because of the additional care, 
guidance and support that we offer 
our students. Your child will be 
able to access excellent pastoral 
care at all times throughout the 
day from our Heads of Year, on top 
of support from their Form Tutor 
and Year Leader Learning. We are 
passionate about our students 
and want them to be proud of their 
achievements so we encourage our 
students to be independent and 
self-motivated, however when they 
fall off track, we put intervention in 
place to get students back on track. 
When students attend and perform 
well, we reward them with a range 
of prizes! 

Throughout the day Sixth Form 
students have free access to a 
common room, a study room and 
the Sports Café, they will also be 
issued with an electronic access 
pass which allows entry to school 
through a dedicated Sixth Form 
entrance. We also offer a range 
of enrichment activities such as; 
debates on political issues, medical 
and nursing forums, the student 
council, Duke of Edinburgh, World 
Challenge, sports teams, debating 
and much more. Outside of school 
hours, students also receive highly 

subsidised gym membership and 
have the potential to take part in a 
number of international visits with 
last year’s students visiting Iceland, 
Russia and China, and a planned 
trip to India coming soon!

Sixth Form Education at Kenton – 
Why stay on? 
When pupils join Kenton, we hope 
that they will stay with us for 7 
years, progressing into sixth form 
where they can achieve a range of 
excellent qualifications which will 
leave them well placed for the next 
chapter of their lives. Pupils will 
have forged strong relationships 
with their teachers, who understand 
fully their educational and personal 
needs. The transition is seamless 
and pupils understand and 
recognise the advantages of being 
a Kenton sixth former.

Kenton Sixth Form pupils have the 
best that a Sixth Form can offer 
– excellent teaching, unrivalled 
pastoral support, a diverse 
curriculum that caters for all levels 
and interests and state of the 
art facilities. We look forward to 
welcoming your child into our sixth 
form when the time comes. 

Collaboration with Studio West 
As part of the same Multi Academy 
Trust Studio West in West Denton 
provides an additional and wider 
curriculum offer which pupils in 
Sixth Form can have access to. 
It is possible to choose subjects 
and study in both schools. This 
year pupils can choose to study 
Construction, Applied Science, 
Graphics and Product Design.

“16 to 19 provision is good”

“The school offers an exceptionally wide range of courses”

“Students benefit from a very strong enrichment programme”
(Ofsted 2016)
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The Learning Support Department 
At Kenton we have a strong belief 
that all children, regardless of their 
strengths or weakness should 
be able to enjoy all the benefits 
of a mainstream education. We 
therefore do our utmost to ensure 
that those pupils who need extra 
help and support are included in 
everything that is going on. This 
means that where necessary 
we assess children, identify any 
potential problems they may have 
and then match them to a range of 
interventions that we offer in order 
to help develop their skills.

How We Support 
Support is offered in a variety of 
ways. This may include additional 
adult support to help pupils access 
the learning in the classroom more 
successfully. We also offer a range 
of ‘Curriculum Enhancements’ that 
might involve the children coming 
out of lessons in order to work on 
particular skills like numeracy and 
literacy. We work with children who 
need help developing social and 
independent living skills or maybe to 
improve their handwriting. 

We ensure that all teachers of your 
child are aware of any difficulties 
that they may have so that they 
receive the right sort of help and 
teaching.

What Provision is made     
for Learning Support?

Reviewing Progress 
All parents of children on the Special 
Education Needs Register are 
invited into school twice a year to 
meet with the people who support 
them. At these review meetings you 
have the opportunity to find out how 
we help your child, raise any issues 
or ask for advice. We do believe 
that we work most effectively when 
there is good communication 
between home and school and you 
are always welcome to make an 
appointment to come in to school 
if you have any concerns about the 
support your child receives.

The Learning Support Curriculum 
The Foundation Programme in 
Years 7 and 8 is designed to help 
children who require a modified 
curriculum in order to make 
progress particularly with their basic 
skills. It is taught by skilled and 
experienced staff. Group sizes are 
small and there is extra support 
available. Programmes are also 
taught to children with dyslexic 
tendencies or moderate learning 
difficulties. We also offer alternative 
physical education and use of our 
outdoor gym.

At Key Stage 4 the ASDAN ‘CoPE’ 
qualification and PSD award is 
taught to pupils who require a more 
vocational and personal skill focus. 

The ARC 
Kenton School is an Additionally 
Resourced Centre (ARC) for pupils 
who have speech, language and 
communication difficulties. Although 
admission to the ARC is through 
a special Local Authority panel the 
ARC does work very closely with 
other pupils in school who have 
similar difficulties. The ARC is well 
established in school and through 
our commitment to Inclusion, all 
staff in school have a great interest 
in working with these children and 
have an in-depth understanding 
of the issues they face and the 
support they need.

Extra Curricular Activities 
A range of activities is offered to 
pupils after school. These include 
clubs for supported independent 
study, reading, games and sporting 
activities, practical activities.

At break and lunchtime younger 
pupils have access to the outside 
gym and a supervised ‘quiet’ room.

Literacy Bus 
In addition to the other support 
we offer there is the Literacy Bus 
which houses those pupils who 
arrive at Kenton with a reading age 
below 8½. We deliver “Fresh Start 
Phonics” here as intervention to 
help close the gap for these pupils 
to ensure they are able to access 
the entire curriculum as they move 
through the school.

“Leaders have taken action to improve the way checks are made 
on the quality of teaching.” 

(Ofsted 2016)
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Behaviour 
Where a pupil has difficulties with 
behaviour, these may interfere 
with their own learning and the 
learning of others. Kenton has a 
twin-track approach to behaviour 
issues; we insist on high standards 
of behaviour from all and are 
determined that the learning 
environment for our pupils will be 
calm and disciplined. However, 
we also recognise that a few 
pupils have personal problems, 
which make it difficult for them to 
achieve high standards of behaviour 
consistently. We work hard to 
support those pupils and include 
them. The following measures are 
designed to make this twin track 
approach work.

Sanctions and Support 
If a pupil fails to conform to 
the expectations of the Kenton 
Challenge guidelines (see page 
35 we may respond with a 
range of sanctions or support as 
appropriate, including counselling, 
discussions with parents, extra 
work or detentions, including after 
school for up to one hour (with 24 
hours’ notice). On occasion some 
pupils may go ‘on report’ or spend 
time in the Inclusion Centre. Very 
serious cases of unacceptable 
behaviour could merit a period in 
Twilight School or exclusion for a 
short period or even, in rare cases, 
permanently. Parents and pupils 
should be reassured by Kenton’s 
determination to provide equal 
opportunities for the education of 
all, within a safe, just and orderly 
environment. For example, we will 
not ignore or accept bullying or 
racial harassment, while anyone 
using or carrying illegal drugs in 
school can expect permanent 
exclusion.

Twilight School 
It is traditional for schools to 
exclude (usually temporarily) 
pupils who behave in an extreme 
or disruptive manner. Kenton still 
retains the option of doing this on 
rare occasions, where appropriate, 
but normally we will respond to 
such cases by placing the pupil in 
our Twilight School for a few days, 
which is a more serious punishment 
than exclusion, but with better 
opportunities for reform. It is a 
condition of admission to Kenton 
that pupils must attend Twilight 
School if this sanction is applied.

A small proportion of pupils will 
repeat year 8 should they not 
receive enough Graduation points 
to commence their GCSEs.

What provision is made
for Behaviour Support?

“The behaviour of pupils is good.”
 

“Exclusions have also dropped sharply.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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A total of 44 languages are spoken 
in the school and about 175 of 
our students have English as an 
Additional Language. The most 
spoken languages after English are: 
Arabic with 56 pupils, Cantonese 
with 12 pupils and Urdu with 11 
pupils.  

All teachers and support staff have 
high expectations for the academic 
achievement of all students 
including those new to learning 
in the medium of English and the 
school supports the parents and 
carers to help our students with 
both language development in 
English and their progress in all 
curriculum areas.

What provisions is made for EAL 
Students?

Learners whose first language is not 
English will be supported to develop 
their proficiency in English as well as 
all areas of the National Curriculum.

Three members of staff are 
employed to support our EAL 
students:  Mrs Lecomte , EAL 
Coordinator ,  Mrs Hassan, Arabic 
Teacher and Sam Jarad, Arabic 
Teaching Assistant.

Our EAL team:

• Plan and deliver interventions  
 in and outside the classroom for  
 beginners as well as advanced  
 EAL pupils.

• Create bilingual resources

• Translate exam papers

• Run a  web based reading  
 intervention three times a  
 week to develop and improve  
 EAL students’ reading fluency,  
 comprehension, and vocabulary. 

• Offer a range of afterschool  
 clubs: Homework club  
 (Mondays) English for KS4  
 (Thursdays) Arabic (Thursdays).

First Language GCSEs

At Kenton, the languages, culture, 
heritage and experiences of all 
students are acknowledged, valued 
and respected.

We will therefore do our best to 
enter our EAL students in their first 
language whenever possible.

This year we offered: Arabic GCSE, 
Persian GCSE, Polish GCSE, Italian 
GCSE and Dutch GCSE to our 
Y10 and Y11 students. In fact our 
current Year 11 pupils have already 
accrued 8 A*s across a variety of 
languages.

Home school Partnerships.

At Kenton will make every effort to 
inform parents and carers of our 
expectations and policies. Our EAL 
team assist parents and carers who 
cannot use English to communicate 
with the school on academic and 
pastoral issues. 

• Arabic and French interpreters  
 available at any time.

• Surgeries for parents who have  
 little English to talk about their  
 child’s progress.

• Support EAL families during  
 parent meetings.

Engagement with parents

Transition and induction evenings 
are organised every year to ensure 
that our EAL parents:  

• are informed about the English  
 educational school system in  
 general and also Kenton  
 School’s systems and procedure

• are recognised as valued  
 partners in the educational  
 process 

• have the opportunities to be fully  
 involved in all aspects of school  
 life

• We have access to weekly  
 English classes for parents 
 every Tuesday.

The world comes 
to Kenton
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Supporting Pupils’ Learning 
Our Learning Resource Centre 
provides everything the pupils are 
likely to need during their time at 
school. All Year 7 pupils follow an 
Information Literacy Programme to 
set them on their way to becoming 
independent learners. We aim to 
support both school work and 
leisure activities by providing the 
best resources and advice.

The bright and spacious 
surroundings provide the right 
atmosphere for work and recreation, 
with professional staff always 
available to offer help and give 
advice. We are open throughout the 
day, thus giving time for pupils to 
come in to the LRC at the start and 
end of the school day.

Pupils don’t need to register as 
members, they join the LRC when 
they become part of Kenton School. 
The LRC uses biometric technology 
which is more convenient than a 
membership card as you always 
have your finger with you!

Open all Hours 
• One of the best school Learning  
 Resource Centres in the region 
• Open from 8:15 am-4:15pm  
 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
 Open from 8.15-2.30  
 Wednesday and 8:15 am- 
 3:45pm Friday. 
• Access before school and 
 every breaktime. 
• Homework Club every lunchtime 
• After school access for  
 independent study and activities.

Resources - 18,000 Items! 
• A wide selection of books for  
 work and leisure: non-fiction to  
 support the curriculum and the  
 latest fiction by quality authors. 
• A collection of audio books,  
 DVDs, newspapers, 
 magazines, journals 
• A Sixth Form restricted 
 loan  section 
• A Book Club for pupils  
 wishing to buy their own books.  
 We also have regular book fairs  
 over the course of the year

With a stock of over 18,000 items, 
there are books suitable for all 
ages and abilities, and a growing 
collection of non-book materials, so 
all pupils should find something to 
meet their needs.

Information Technology

• Access to the “World Wide Web” 
• 21 multimedia PCs, all 
 net-worked 
• Colour and black & white 
 laser printers 
• Scanners and digital 
 cameras available 
• Kindle reading stations with a  
 bank of 10 Kindles for use within  
 the LRC 
• LRC catalogue can be accessed  
 from home and an app is  
 available for mobiles devices.

We are committed to developing 
the use of new technologies. All 
pupils are able to book time to 
use our computers and with LRC 
staff available to provide support 
and advice they soon become 
familiar with the school’s network, 
applications and online resources.

Expert Help 
We have professional staff always 
available to provide support and 
advice on research skills, accessing 
the network and reading material. 
All in a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere.

Kenton’s LRC -  
Learning Resource Centre

“Pupils have access to a wide range of subjects from which to 
choose. Leaders and teachers give helpful, valued, impartial 

advice to guide pupils in their choices.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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Kenton School Agrees

• To have high expectations of  
 each pupil and help him/ 
 her reach full potential, including  
 providing teaching of as high a  
 quality as possible.

• To set and mark homework on  
 a regular basis, giving  
 appropriate support.

• To encourage and acknowledge  
 good attendance and punctuality  
 and to try to contact a parent  
 about any unexplained absence.

• To encourage a high standard of  
 behaviour and dress, with a  
 strong uniform policy.

• To require each pupil to remain  
 on school premises throughout  
 the school day, including the  
 lunch break.

• To provide full information for  
 pupils and parents.

• To set challenging but realistic  
 targets for achievement, to  
 support the child in achieving  
 them and to report on progress  
 towards them, including  
 providing consultation  
 opportunities.

• To provide a free student planner  
 and to help each pupil use it to  
 improve learning and as an aid  
 to communication between  
 school and family.

The Parent Agrees

• To have high expectations of my  
 child and to work with the  
 school to ensure that he/she  
 fulfills his/her potential.

• To discuss homework with my  
 child and to encourage a  
 committed approach to it.

• To encourage full attendance  
 and punctuality and to notify  
 school as soon as possible of  
 any genuine absence.

• To support the school in  
 reinforcing high standards of  
 behaviour, including requiring my  
 child to attend ‘Twilight school’ if  
 directed; to require my child to  
 wear full school uniform and  
 carry correct equipment and  
 books in a bag.

• To require my child to remain  
 on school premises throughout  
 the school day, including the lunch  
 break.

• To read all information supplied  
 by the School and to discuss it  
 with my child.

• To make it a priority to attend  
 School for consultations and  
 other requested meetings and  
 to discuss with my child  
 progress towards his/her  
 targets.

• To use the student planner as  
 an aid to communication  
 between school and family and  
 to support the school in requiring  
 my child to pay for its  
 replacement, if it is lost or  
 damaged.

The Pupil Agrees

• To work always to the best of 
 my ability.

• To complete and meet deadlines  
 for any homework set.

• To be punctual and 
 attend regularly.

• To behave well, with a good  
 attitude to learning, to follow the  
 ‘Kenton Requests’ as displayed  
 in classrooms, to wear full  
 school uniform and to have  
 appropriate books and  
 equipment in a bag.

• To remain on school premises  
 throughout the school day,  
 including the lunch break

• To read all information supplied  
 by the School and to discuss it  
 with my parents.

• To take responsibility for working  
 towards my targets; to take  
 advice from teachers and  
 mentors and to discuss progress  
 with my parents.

• To bring the student planner  
 to lessons, have it open on  
 the desk every lesson, to use  
 it to improve learning and to pay  
 for its replacement, if it is lost 
 or damaged.

Home - School 
Agreement
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Kenton 
Kenton School buildings opened 
for pupils in November 2008 after 
six years of planning and building. 
This building, which embodies the 
hopes and dreams of so many staff 
and pupils, is having a huge impact 
on the learning process in a positive 
way and has attracted much 
positive comment from the wide 
range of people who have visited it.

A Happy School 
Kenton’s school building is a 
bright, attractive, comfortable and 
civilised environment. The building is 
designed to be safe and welcoming 
for pupils but at the same time 
providing them with freedom and 
space to engage in unstructured 
play. It actively encourages learning 
at all times by stimulating, exciting 
and sheltering pupils from the types 
of worries that can adversely affect 
their learning.

A Healthy School 
As part of our wider educational 
mission we actively promote a 
healthy lifestyle for pupils and staff. 
We take a holistic view of health, 
an important part of which will be 
encouraging an active lifestyle within 
the Kenton community.

Kenton School provides the highest 
quality sports facilities to our pupils, 
staff and the local community. The 
facilities are available to pupils 
throughout the day and to the 
community after school has finished 
and during weekends and school 
holidays. The facilities include 
extensive playing fields, an Astroturf, 
8 Tennis court/multi use games 
area and outdoor gym, the first in a 
school in the North of England.

We actively encourage healthy 
eating by serving a menu that is 
compliant with the nutrient based 
and final food based standards 
for school lunches. This menu has 
been developed by our Catering 
Manager and is an accurate 
reflection of the food preferences of 
our pupils.

A Modern School 
Central to the design of the 
school has been the idea of 
providing contemporary learning 
spaces suitable for both new and 
traditional subjects. There are 
first class specialist facilities for 
Science, Technology, Computing, 
PE, Graphics, Art, Photography 
and Media Studies. Traditional 
subjects such as English, Maths 
and MFL also have spacious 
modern teaching rooms which are 
suited together. Modern Vocational 
subjects such as Hairdressing, 
Beauty Therapy, Business and 
Travel & Tourism also have bespoke 
rooms designed to meet the 
needs of the pupils. All of this is 
backed up by a high quality and 
fast Computing network which 
underpins much of modern 
teaching.

The Future 
Although the building is still relatively 
new we continue to develop it as 
a state of the art teaching and 
learning environment for our pupils 
and staff. Everywhere in the school, 
both internally and externally has 
been used to develop a unique 
creative atmosphere which reflects 
the school’s desire to inspire people 
through the building itself.

Kenton School continues to 
evolve as a contemporary learning 
environment. In 2011 we added 
an outside structure over the 
amphitheatre to provide a valuable 
outdoor performance space. We 
have also developed the media 
suite and Accelerated Learning 
Centre to support pupils in these 
areas of study. As the school grows 
and evolves we will continue to 
develop this aspect of the school. 
A new and exciting addition since 
2012 is the provision of a “literacy 
bus” which is a stimulating and 
innovative environment designed 
to excite and enthuse youngsters 
of all abilities in pursuit of reading 
excellence.

Kenton College and Kenton 
Personalised Learning Centre act 
as satellite provision for the school 
population. The College building 
houses the Personalised Learning 
Centre, the Inclusion Centre and 
Twilight School. We also provide 
some commercial office space 
for partners. Kenton Personalised 
Learning Centre, which was 
developed from some retained 
buildings, houses a brand new 
Motor Vehicle Workshop, an Art 
Gallery, Performance space and 
an Alternative Curriculum Centre. 
The new school buildings will help 
to ensure that Kenton is at the 
forefront of developing educational 
practice over the coming years. 

A School for the 
21st Century
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Clubs 
The school day with an early start, 
shorter lunch break and early finish 
gives pupils the opportunity to stay 
after school and get involved in one 
or more of the huge range of after-
school activities which Kenton staff 
volunteer to offer every week. 

We encourage pupils to be involved 
in a wide range of extracurricular 
and study support activities, 
providing pupils of all ages and 
abilities with the opportunity to 

Summer Schools 
During the summer holidays 
opportunities arise for pupils to 
be involved in a range of activities 
designed to enhance learning. 
Recent Summer Schools have 
involved pupils in a variety of 
challenges, both in and out of 
school.

Revision Clubs and Residentials 
An extensive programme of extra 
study and revision sessions is 
available throughout the year and 
especially when pupils are preparing 
for examinations. Close links with 
local libraries ensure that they 
hold the resources which pupils 
are likely to require to support 
their homework tasks. In Year 11 
pupils working towards GCSE 
examinations are encouraged to 
take advantage of the after-school, 
Saturday and Easter Revision 
Sessions offered by all departments.

In addition to this we regularly run 
residential weekends for pupils 
at Broomley which mixes a real 
chance to revise with expert staff 
and engaging and vibrant activity 
weekends.

Performing Arts at Kenton School 
Once again we have had a 
brilliant year in the Performing Arts 
Department, opening this year’s 
run of productions with the annual 
Christmas Concert where over 100 
pupils performed live music to a 
very enthusiastic audience. Finishing 
off the Autumn Term in hilarious 
style to get us in the Christmas spirit 
was Peter Pan The Panto starring 
staff and students alike, with 
sell-out crowds and exceptional 
performances from the company  it 
was an absolute hoot of a show.

During the summer term we look 
forward to the annual Kentonbury 
Festival on (July 7th at 6pm), an 

develop their skills and interests 
outside the classroom.

Clubs meet every night after 
school and provide a programme 
of sporting, study and recreational 
activities for pupils in all Year 
Groups. All sports, (including martial 
arts), dance, art, music, creative 
writing, multi-media and health & 
fitness are all on offer, but we are 
always responsive to the particular 
interests of pupils wishing to 
develop new groups.

Gifted and Talented 
Enrichment Activities 
Extra curricular activities specifically 
aimed at matching the needs 
and interests of our most able 
and talented pupils are offered 
throughout the year.

At Key Stage 3 out-of-school 
activities include theatre and 
opera visits, drama workshops 
and competing in the Newcastle 
Science Drama Festival. Lunchtime 
Computing clubs provide 
opportunities for able pupils to 
work together on more challenging 
Computing tasks. At Key Stage 
4, while emphasis is placed on 
ensuring that able pupils achieve 
at the very highest level at GCSE, 
Gifted and Talented pupils are 
also encouraged to participate in 
enrichment and extension activities 
including theatre and concert visits, 
musical activities, master classes, 
advanced study skills and Young 
Enterprise.

Our ‘You Play, We Pay’ music 
instrument tuition scheme is offered 
to all pupils. A complete range of 
instrumental and vocal lessons and 
ABRSM/Rock School examinations 
are available.

Visits Abroad 
There are educational visits abroad 
to countries such as France, 
Russia, Germany, China, India, USA 
and Morrocco. In the Sixth Form 
there is the opportunity to take 
part in a two week international 
volunteering project.

Pupils in particular enjoyed a visit 
to the Korolyov Space Centre and 
had a fantastic time learning about 
the science involved within space 
travel from Russian cosmonauts as 
well as enjoying historical tours of 
Moscow.

Opportunities for
Pupils

evening of live music,  dance and 
BBQ food in the fabulous setting 
of the school’s very own outdoor 
amphitheatre. The festival is 
produced and organised  by the 
Sixth Form Music Performance 
students and always delivers an 
exciting evening’s entertainment 
with a great atmosphere and 
delicious BBQ food.

Dance 
It has been a busy year in dance 
this year. We have offered dance to 
KS3 students for the first time as 
an option during PE (the male PE 
staff even lead a boy’s dance lesson 
in September)  and have created 
a dance group specifically for KS3 
students that performed their first 

ever performance at Dance City in 
May. Students seamlessly move on 
to the GCSE in dance at KS4. Our 
annual dance show, The Shadow 
Lounge debuted at Dance City 
last year where Kenton students 
became residents within the dance 
theatre and spent the entire day and 
evening rehearsing and performing 
in the space. We look forward to 
doing this again next year with even 
more young dancers from Kenton. 
Our year 12 and 13 students 
performed in the national platform 
of Pulse and received fantastic 
feedback from the judges leading 
to  several students being offered 
places with Phoenix Dance Co and 
Pete Huggins (OBE ) to gain further 

“Pupils’ keenness is seen in how many of them arrive early in 
the morning. They arrive on time for their lessons with the right 

equipment and ready to get on promptly.” 
(Ofsted 2016)
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training with Marin Hylton. We also 
have a new Street Crew called, 
Diztortion that will be auditioning 
for dancers from all year groups in 
September. So get out your dancing 
shoes and join us! 

Reflection Room 
Kenton is proud to have a reflection 
room that was designed and 
decorated by our pupils. They 
asked for a space to be available for 
any child or adult who had a faith 
and wanted to pray, or for those 
who wished to use it for some time 
to quietly reflect. Pupils researched 
the different faiths that Kenton 
pupils belong to. They chose 
displays that reflected these beliefs 
and they designed, with the support 
of teachers, reflection activities for 
people who do not have a specific 
faith. Our pupils were inspired by 
the work of Prayer Spaces for 

Schools. The room is also available 
to teachers to book out to use with 
groups of pupils who may wish 
to reflect upon their behaviour, 
for specific subjects such as RE 
or Citizenship and for visits from 
guests from religious communities.

School of Sanctuary 
Kenton School are currently striving 
to achieve School of Sanctuary 
status. This award is recognition 
that a school is committed to being 
a safe and welcoming place for 
those seeking sanctuary.  Since 
the start of this academic year, a 
team of Sixth Formers, overseen by 
Miss Griffiths, have been working 
very hard organising awareness 
raising, and fundraising activities. 

So far we have; produced a poster 
campaign aimed at dispelling myths 
about refugees, delivered several 
assemblies and PSHEE lessons 
based around the topic of racism 
and held fundraising drives to raise 
money for charities working with 
refugees.  We want to ensure that 
every child at Kenton feels safe and 
welcomed, including those seeking 
sanctuary.  We were awarded 
School of Sanctuary status in 
September 2016.

Arts Mark Gold Award 
Kenton successfully redesignated 
as a Gold Artsmark School in June 
2011 with the prestigious National 
Award from the Arts Council of 
England.

The Gold Artsmark Award 
recognises the commitment to 
providing opportunities across all art 
forms from drama to music, design 
to literature, dance and sculpture. 
The school has also worked in 
partnership with artists and art 
organisations to expand the quality 
and diversity of art opportunities for 
all our pupils.

Pupils arrive at Kenton with vastly 
differing art experiences. Therefore, 
the Key Stage 3 programme of 
study develops skills using a wide 
range of media taught through art 
projects. This work is continued 
into Key Stage 4, where work 
develops with greater depth and 
includes large scale work, ceramics, 
printmaking and painting. At Kenton 
we believe that achievement in 
the arts has a positive effect on 
pupils’ behaviour, selfesteem, 
self- discipline and, ultimately, 
on their achievement across the 
curriculum. The arts have changed 
pupils’ attitudes, increasing their 
concentration levels, developing 
teamwork and creating respect for 

the school environment. The arts 
are better placed to bring about 
these positive outcomes than 
other disciplines, because they are 
accessible to all, and because all 
pupils can achieve on some level 
in the arts. To engage with the 
arts, at school and through extra 
curricular activities, is essential for 
the spiritual, moral and cultural 
development of Kenton pupils. 
Kenton has invested heavily in 
the arts, specifically in staffing, 
facilities, equipment, arts visits and 
partnerships.

Youth Sport Trust Partner School 
The PE Department is a Youth 
Sport Trust Partner School which 
demonstrates high quality outcomes 
in physical education, school sport 
and whole school achievement via a 
quality assured self-review. Kenton’s 
PE Department has achieved the 
highest Partner School award and 
is officially a Gold partner school. 
Such an award is a nationally 
recognised standard for delivering 
an outstanding curriculum and 
provision for Physical Education. 
Only a very small number of schools 
nationally have achieved the award 
which is a testament to the vast 
range of opportunities that are 
offered to Kenton pupils within the 
within curricular lessons and extra-
curricular clubs.

Pupils’ outcomes in English and arts subjects are strong. 
(Ofsted 2016)
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Investing in Children

Kenton School is member of 
Investing in Children an organisation 
that recognises imaginative and 
purposeful practices and active 
inclusion of young people in 
dialogue resulting in change.  In 
order to achieve membership 
Kenton School has had to 
demonstrate that dialogue is an 
interactive ongoing process, which 
is not an end in itself, but leads 
to meaningful change.  Validation 
of this process comes from the 
Children themselves and all 
Investing in Children Membership 
reports are read and endorsed by 
the young people involved in the 
process. In Kenton School part of 
this process involves Year Councils 
and a Student Council which meets 
regularly to discuss issues which are 
important to the students.  These 
meetings are led by the students 
and this year topics have included 
discussions on uniform, registration 
procedures, the quality for the 
catering in Kenton, the school bus 
service and the role of student 
leaders in the school.

Alongside these meetings students 
are always given the opportunity 
to feed into Departmental Reviews 
through the Student Voice process.

Kenton has recently undergone its 
second evaluation and continues 
to be committed to ensuring that 
students have their say in how their 
school is run.

This year we are appointing a Head 
Boy and Head Girl in Year 13 to 
represent the student body and to 
ensure the voice of every pupil is 
heard.

“Attendance has improved due to the concerted efforts of the 
attendance team.” 

(Ofsted 2016)
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Kenton School achieved the Healthy 
Schools Award in 2011 which is 
part of the National Healthy Schools 
Programme (NHSP). Since then the 
school has been reassessed and 
has been awarded the mark again. 
NHSP is a joint initiative between 
DCSF and Department of Health 
(DH) - which promotes a whole 
school / whole child approach to 
health. Healthy Schools is intended 
to deliver real benefits in respect of:

• Improvement in health 
 and reduced health inequalities 
• Raised pupil achievement 
• More social inclusion 
• Closer working between 
 health promotion providers and  
 education establishments

We want all children and young 
people to be healthy and achieve at 
school and in life.

In real terms this means we work 
very hard to achieve healthy 
outcomes for our pupils. There are 
four key themes in which we work:

•  Personal, Social, Health and  
 Economic Education  (PSHEE) 
• Healthy Eating 
• Physical Activity 
• Emotional Health and Well Being

We also offer pupils support through 
a confidential drop-in service where 
pupils can access professional 
health advisers and secure the 
support they require.

We have an excellent team within 
Kenton supporting the above 
themes and promoting healthy 
lifestyles. The team includes a 
PSHEE coordinator, Counsellors 
from several organisations including 
TAMHS, Kalmer and Streetwise, a 
Learning Mentor and a fulltime on 
site Public Health School Nurse, 
as well as the Principal, Headship 
Team, Governors and pupils.

All of our associate staff have 
extensive knowledge of outside 
agencies and services that can 
support pupils and their families 
through difficult times. We are 
committed to our pupils and 
recognise that through education 
alone we may not help them reach 
their maximum potential if their 
emotional, psychological, physical 
and lifestyle needs are not met.

This supports the Government’s 
aim, for every child whatever their 
background or circumstances, to 
have the support they need to:

• Be healthy 
• Stay safe 
• Enjoy and achieve 
• Make a positive contribution 
• Achieve economic well-being

We believe providing opportunities 
at school for enhancing emotional 
and physical aspects of health will 
help all of our pupils achieve these 
outcomes.

We want to involve parents and 
carers in all aspects of school life 
and have a Healthy Kenton area 
on our school website. By visiting 
these pages you will be able to read 
our policies and comment on them 
should you wish to do so. You will 
be able to see who is responsible 
within school for promoting Healthy 
Living, there will be links to support 
services in and out of school which 
will help you and your child enjoy life 
to the maximum.

Healthy Kenton


