


Kenton School has a diverse Post 16 curriculum which allows students to 
maximise their potential through a wide range of options and opportunities.

If you are creative then we have a range of arts and performance-based 
subjects to choose from; for those who are aiming for university or 
apprenticeships we offer academic and vocational subjects. If you want to 
be an engineer or work in construction or a practical industry, then we can 
support you to make that happen!

Last year 58 students successfully applied for university, with a similar number 
applying again this year. We have had a large number of students receive 
unconditional offers and places in Russell Group institutions. Other students 
have been successful in their search for apprenticeships both at higher and 
degree level.

One of the huge bonuses of our provision is the individualised support we can 
give you as a student. Not only do we push for academic excellence but we 
also offer excellent pastoral support through Ms Philson and the wide team of 
Form Tutors. 

Throughout the day Sixth Form students have free access to a common 
room, a study room and the Sports Café. We also offer a range of additional 
opportunities such as the student council, World Challenge, sports teams, NE1 
Can events and much more. 

Stephen Ord, Head of Sixth Form

Lisa Philson, Year Leader Sixth Form

Welcome from the Principal 
and Sixth Form Team

We offer a huge range of high 
quality courses at Kenton, which 
can be combined to suit the 
interests and ambitions of every 
student. We are able to do this 
because we have the perfect 
mixture of an adult environment, 
like a college which can support 
academic and vocational routes; 
as well as the highest academic 
standards and teaching.

The team offers excellent guidance, 
pastoral support for a student’s 
current learning and for their career 
and higher education choices. 

The 2019 Ofsted rated the Sixth 
Form as “Good” and praised the 
valuable Information Advice and 
Guidance given; noting the high 
number of students gaining places 
at university and the progress 
made by students and the positive 
atmosphere generated by Year 
Leaders.

Sarah Holmes-Carne

Principal



Jonathan Clegg attended Kenton School from 
2002 to 2009 before progressing onto Leeds Beckett 

University to study Events Management. He graduated 
in 2015 with a 2:1. Since 2015, Jonathan has 

supported the region through his work as Community 
and Events Fundraiser for The Children’s Foundation.

Lauren Pattison left Kenton to go to Northumbria University 
to do a BA(Hons) in Performance, graduating last summer 

with a first class degree. Following a semi final place in So You 
Think You’re Funny in 2012, Lauren has gigged up and down 
the country, played for 2500 people at Latitude festival, been 

shortlisted for the BBC New Comedy Award, was the only 
female finalist in English Comedian of the Year awards and has 

been praised by The Guardian for her ‘sharp writing’!

Chi Onwurah is a British Member of Parliament representing 
Newcastle upon Tyne Central and is also Shadow Minister for 

Culture & the Digital Economy. Chi is a Chartered Engineer with a 
BEng in Electrical Engineering from Imperial College London and an 
MBA from Manchester Business School. She was born in Wallsend 

and attended Kenton School from 1976 to 1983, where she was 
elected the school’s ‘MP’ in mock elections aged 17.

Kenton Alumni

Laura Thompson left 
Kenton School in 2009 to 
study at Sheffield Hallam 

University. She graduated with 
a First-class degree in Creative 

Writing before studying  a 
Masters in Web Journalism at 

The University of Sheffield.



Kevin Wu left Kingston Park Primary 
School in 2003 and Kenton School in 2010 
to study at Edinburgh University. In July 2015, 
Kevin graduated with a degree in Medicine.

Katie Wynne left Kingston Park Primary 
School in 2002 and Kenton School in July 
2009 to study at Edinburgh University. In 
July 2015, Katie graduated with a degree in 
Veterinary Science.

Comfort Onyiah left Kenton School in 1997 after 
completing A Levels in Chemistry, Physics and History. She 
attended John Hopkins University in Baltimore, USA, then 
completed medical school and a residency in Maryland. 
She is currently working as a General Practitioner and as 
a specialist in Occupational Health in Minnesota, USA.

Professor Danielle George left Kenton School Sixth Form in 
1994. Danielle is now Associate Dean for Teaching and Learning in 
the Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences, and a Professor of 
Engineering in the Microwave and Communication Systems research 
group at the University of Manchester.

Kenton Alumni

Ashley McCluskey has been a class teacher at 
Kingston Park Primary School since 1998.  She was 
born in Kingston Park and attended Kenton Bar Primary 
School, then went on to  Kenton School from 1986 - 
1991. Ashley returned to Kenton School Sixth Form in 
1992 where she studied 3 A levels in English, French 
and Business Studies. She went on to Sunderland 
University to study Primary Education and graduated in 
June 1998.
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Job Options
Artist
Designer 
Illustrator 
Interior Designer

Graphic Designer
Games Designer
Architect 

ART & DESIGN

Why Choose 
Art & Design?
If you have an adventurous, 
creative and enquiring mind this is 
a great course for you. 

Art and Design introduces a 
variety of experiences and 
explores a wide range of materials, 
techniques and processes. 

Abigail Newton studied Art, History and Psychology and 
went on to Northumbria University to study Psychology. 

Course Details
AQA

Art promotes the idea of independent thought and 
learners are expected to pursue and explore personal 
investigations into areas of their own interests in 
response to a given theme. Learners are encouraged 

to work across a range of methods, media and scales 
and it is possible to combine skills from a range of Art 
disciplines such as Photography, Graphics, Fine Art 
and Textiles within this course.

 To be successful you will need to be committed, work 
independently and create a sustained body of work 
around your chosen idea, issue, concept or theme.
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Job Options
Ceramicist
Stonemasonry and 
restoration
Set designer
Special effects and model 

making
Graphic Designer
 Architect
Automotive Design 
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ART - CERAMICS

Why Choose 
Ceramics?
Ceramics today is a highly 
creative industry with links to 
animation, architecture, set 
design and even the automotive 
industry. If you enjoy creating 
artwork with your hands and of 
a 3D nature, then Ceramics may 
be right up your street.

Mason McDougal studied Ceramics, Biology and 
Chemistry and went to Liverpool John Moore University 

to study Biomedical Sciences 

Course Details
AQA

You’ll begin by learning a variety of traditional Ceramic 
processes such as hand building, coiling and throwing 
(potter’s wheel). You will be challenged to use these 
techniques to create work of a more contemporary 

nature along independent research. As your skills 
develop you will be introduced to more complex and 
contemporary practices such as image transfer, mould 
making/using, glazing techniques and glaze making as 
well as mixed media Ceramics. 
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Job Options
Photographer
 Photojournalist
Events Photographer
Games Design
Animation

Media Studies
Journalism
Social Media
Public Engagement

ART - PHOTOGRAPHY

Why Choose 
Photography?
More than one billion photographs 
are taken every day and over 300 
million of them are uploaded to 
social media. If you want to learn 
how to make some of the most 
memorable of those images, 
choose A Level Photography. 

Dean Pape went on to study Photography at 
Sunderland University after completing his 

A Level in Photography. 

Course Details
AQA

You will get to grips with the industry standard 
software, Adobe Photoshop and learn how to enhance 
and edit your images. Creative students can also 
choose to work with mixed media, moving images and 
installation-based outcomes to further equip them for 
further study in the creative sectors.
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Job Options
marketing
 fashion illustration
 fashion design
journalism
 buying and merchandising

surface designer
textiles designer
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ART - TEXTILES

Why Choose Textiles?
If you are interested in a career 
in the Visual Arts, especially 
Fashion, Textiles, Interior design 
or Surface Pattern Design, then 
this is an ideal course to study. 
With lots of opportunities for 
practical experimental work 
this is a very hands-on learning 
experience. 

Lily Jones went on to the Northern school of Art to 
study BA (hons) Fine Art. 

Course Details
AQA

The emphasis of the course is primarily on creating 
interesting textile surfaces. You will create a 
sketchbook of drawings, photography, textile samples 
and design ideas. Drawing underpins the work you 

will create on the course, and you will develop your 
drawing skills using specific textiles methods such as 
drawing with stitch, print and drawing with the sewing 
machine. 
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Job Options
Criminologist
Forensic researcher
Forensic analyst
Police officer
Prison officer

Social worker
Data scientist
Paralegal
Solicitor

CRIMINOLGY

Why Choose 
Criminology?
Have you ever considered what different 
types of crime take place in our society, 
how we explain people’s reluctance to 
come forward about crimes of which they 
have been the victim, why people commit 
crime, what makes someone a serial killer, 
or abusive to their own families or what 
investigative techniques are available to 
investigators to help to identify the culprit? 
If so, Criminology could be the course to 
help you investigate the answers to these 
questions.

Brad Wood is currently studying Criminology in Year 13 
and is planning to go to university to study Psychology.

Course Details
WJEC

Criminologists look at a broad range of topics related 
to crime. They are dedicated to studying not only the 
causes of crime but the social impact such as the 
effects on individual victims and their families, society at 
large, and even criminals themselves. 

Our Criminology level 3 course will allow you the 

opportunity to analyse different types of crimes, the 
impact they can have on people and how we can 
campaign to make changes to reduce these crimes. 
We will explore the different reasons why people may 
commit crimes and how these theories can be used to 
develop treatment or rehabilitation plans for offenders. 
In Y13 you are given the opportunity to learn about 
forensic and investigative techniques such as crime 
scene analysis and criminal profiling to determine how 
criminal trials are used to uphold a fair justice system. 
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Job Options
Forensic Psychology
Educational Psychology
Clinical Psychology
Sport Psychology
Health Psychology
Occupational Psychology
Counselling
High Intensity Therapy

Psychological Wellbeing 
Practitioner
Police Officer
Human Resources Manager
Special Educational Needs 
CoOrdinator  SENCO
Market Researcher
Detective etc 
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PSYCHOLOGY

Why Choose 
Psychology?
Psychology looks into the basis of human 
nature to explain ultimately why we are the 
way we are. How does our mind underpin 
all of our behaviour? Why do we all behave 
so differently? Psychology tries to answer 
these questions and more. If you look at 
everything around us, psychology is at the 
root of it all, it takes human minds to create 
and shape every part of our world and so by 
understanding psychology, not only do we 
have knowledge of the brain and behaviour of 
individuals but we have new insights into the 
entirety of human experience.

Kamila Zera – Now studies psychology at 
Northumbria University

Course Details
AQA

The A level psychology course gives you a chance 
to develop your knowledge of many key areas within 
the field including memory, forensic psychology, 
schizophrenia and a lot more. Throughout the course 
you will develop key research and critical thinking skills 
alongside knowledge of key psychological theories 
which we can apply to the different types of behaviour 
humans perform. There will also be a chance to apply 
and develop further some biological knowledge when 
we look into the different structures of the brain and 
what they are responsible for. 

ST
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Job Options
Sociologist

Social researcher

Community development 
worker

International development 
officer

International aid officer

Social policy officer

Social worker

Youth worker

Police officer

Probation officer

Journalism

Human resources officer

Life coach

Public relations officer

SOCIOLOGY

Why Choose Sociology?
Perhaps the biggest reason to consider studying 
sociology is the ability it grants students to make 
a real difference in the community. It equips you 
with a wide understanding of topics that effect 
people on local, national and international scales. 
It will enable you to gain a better understanding 
of the social forces that shape your own life, so 
that you will be better poised to deal with them. 
By studying sociology and moving into a career 
within government, local community programmes 
or charities, you can really help effect positive 
change where you live. You could also look to 
impact people on a personal level in roles such as 
a youth worker or family support officer.

Liam Walmsley – Studies criminology at 
Northumbria University.

Course Details
AQA

Within the sociology A level course you will get to 
study different aspects of our society in detail, such 
as education, family life, the media and crime and 
deviance. You will develop critical thinking skills to help 
you analyse how well society is working for everyone 
and what changes could be made to improve how well 
the UK works for all of its citizens. You will also get the 
chance to develop key research skills and conduct 
your own piece of research into an aspect of education 
to find out what it is actually like to be a sociologists

ST
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Job Options
Nedical and health 
services
Health education
Biochemistry
Environmental health
Marine biology

Teaching and 
research
Pharmaceutical or 
medical product sales
Advertising
Management
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BIOLOGY

Why Choose Biology?
A-level Biology delves into the detail 
of how life works and interacts. From 
smallest cell to global relationships 
across the earth, Biology investigates 
it all. The work of biologists is vital to 
sustaining and developing both our 
environment and our future. Choose 
Biology and you could find yourself 
advancing knowledge, pioneering new 
discoveries and tackling some of the 
challenges facing the world we live in.

Ciara Madin studied Biology A Level and has continued 
to study within the field, working towards a degree in 

Biomedical Science.

Course Details
AQA

A-level Biology builds on understanding from GCSE. 
For example, human biology, plant responses, ecology, 
evolution and biological molecules like DNA. It is a 
rewarding course that explores a variety of biological 
principles, challenges thinking skills, develops 
understanding of scientific method, builds practical and 
communication skills and promotes confidence through 
acquisition and understanding of complex ideas.

ST
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Job Options
Chemical engineer

Pharmacologist

Doctor
Research scientist

Toxicologist

Patent attorney
Chartered certified 
accountant
Environmental consultant

CHEMISTRY

Why Choose 
Chemistry?
A-level Chemistry attempts to answer 
the big question ‘what is the world 
made of’ and it’s the search for this 
answer that makes this subject so 
fascinating. From investigating how 
one substance can be changed 
drastically into another, to researching 
a new wonder drug to save millions of 
lives, the opportunities that chemistry 
provides are endless. Anahita Mazloumi studied Chemistry A Level and has 

continued to study within the field, working towards a 
degree in Biopharmaceutical Science.

Course Details
AQA

Chemistry is the study of the composition, structure, 
properties and change of the matter which makes 
up our world. You will study the world right down to 
its molecular and atomic structure, discovering more 

about the elements and compounds which surround 
us and their influence in our daily lives. This course 
will give you a great theoretical base, but will also 
cover the practical application of chemistry. Topics 
include inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry, physical 
chemistry, analytical chemistry and many more
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Job Options
Agriculture
P lans and land
Environmental sciences
Construction
Engineering and manufacturing
Medicine and nursing
Medical technology
Astrophysics
Science and research
Academic researcher
Acoustic consultant

Astronomer
Clinical scientist
Medical physics
Geophysicist
Higher education lecturer
Metallurgist
Nanotechnologist
Radiation protection practitioner
Secondary school teacher
Sound engineer
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PHYSICS

Why Choose Physics?
Physics is the study of matter, energy, 
space and time. It is the most fundamental 
description of the universe we live in. 
It will stretch your imagination as you 
contemplate the nature of time and matter. 
You will, however, keep your feet firmly on 
the ground in looking at the applications 
of physics in medicine, music, sport and 
design of structures. AQA is a concept-led 
course which puts the physics first and 
contains a balance of topics to interest 
those hoping to pursue degrees from 
Theoretical Physics to Engineering. Rhian Purves was offered a scholarship to the College of 

Charleston, South Carolina in America to study Astrophysics 
(major) with a Maths (minor) and aims to work for NASA one day.

Course Details
AQA

Physics, like all sciences, is a practical subject where 
you will gain confidence to investigate the way things 
behave and work.

Throughout the course you study interference and 
diffraction of laser light, measuring acceleration 
due to gravity, investigating systems that oscillate, 
investigation of the links between temperature, 
volume and pressure, safe use of ionising radiation, 
investigating magnetic fields. 
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Job Options
Teaching and academia
Journalist
Content creator
Editor
Lexicographer

Public relations
Advertising and 
Marketing

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Why Choose 
English Language?
Language is both a creative tool for 
expression and a means for social 
connection; by studying A Level English 
Language you’ll develop a critical awareness 
of the world around you and the impact 
language plays in this.  

Choosing to study A Level English Language 
will give you an advanced understanding 
of language study. You’ll develop your own 
writing style and identity, evaluate ideas and 
analyse texts, and be able to write for myriad 
audiences and purposes.

Joel Bland and Katie Nellis (in 2020) gained exceptional 
A grades in English Language and are now studying 

Journalism, Media and Culture, and Primary Teaching 
respectively at Newcastle University. 

Course Details
AQA

Across your studies you will look at; textual analysis; 
studies around how children acquire language and 
learn to read and write; investigate and evaluate 
complex issues and their influence on language such 
as: gender, ethnicity, technology, change over time - 
and many more. By analysing language through the 
ages, you will discover how language is used and how 

it’s changed over time. You will cover the variations and 
manipulations that have caused the English Language 
to evolve - and continue to evolve - over centuries. 

As well as covering the broader themes that affect 
language, you will also study the technical and 
factual elements too. You will complete two pieces of 
coursework across the A-Level; your coursework will 
consist of a piece of original writing and a language 
investigation. You will also have two exams at the end 
of Year 13.

STUDENT PROFILES



Job Options
Teaching and academia
Arts management
Publishing
Copywriting

Law
Research roles
Politics
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

Why Choose 
English Literature?
Studying A-Level English Literature will encourage you 
to explore the meanings and motivations behind literary 
texts. It will challenge you to examine texts within 
context and introduce you to the concept that no text 
exists in isolation.

Equally, if you enjoy analysing texts in detail and 
debating your views then you will be well-suited to a 
course like this, during which you will be required to 
think critically and express your opinions eloquently.

By choosing to study A-Level English Literature you will 
develop numerous subject-specific and transferable 
skills via in-depth, critical and contextual thinking 
relating to a broad range of literary works. Kerry Davison gained a strong B grade in English 

Literature in 2020 and is now studying English 
Literature at Northumbria University. 

Course Details
EDUQAS WJEC 

A Level English Literature will help you analyse, 
evaluate and compare a range of genres including 
prose, drama and poetry. This will give you a 
comprehensive understanding of English literature’s 
rich and immersive history and context. 

You will study a range of poets and drama across time, 
exploring imagery and meaning through language, as 
well as learning about the fascinating lives of complex 
writers such as Sylvia Plath and Tennessee Wiliams. 

Key themes such as power, violence and female 
representation will be explored. 

To develop your independence and ability as a 
Literature student, you will prepare for an unseen exam 
component. You will be required to read widely within 
a specific period of history, developing a confident 
knowledge of texts and events.

In tandem with your studies, you will complete a piece 
of coursework. This will require you to focus on a core 
dystopian text and require you to find a partner text 
and will write a 3,000-word essay on a theme of your 
choosing.

PROFILES
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UDENT PROFILE



16

Job Options
Arbitrator
Barrister
Barrister's clerk
Border Force officer
Chartered accountant
Company secretary
Data analyst
Detective

External auditor
Forensic computer analyst
Human resources officer
Licensed conveyancer
Mediator
Paralegal
Solicitor
Trading standards officer

LAW

Why Choose Law?
Everyday we feel the impact of the law, across 
everything that we do. Covid-19 has shown that 
the government has to adapt the laws, where 
we can go, what we can do and that the law is 
a living thing. Through this course you get the 
opportunity to consider how it is put together, how 
the law is applied and whether the justice system 
is fair and accessible to all. This course looks at 
specific offences such as murder, assault, theft 
and others to see if the law is easy to understand 
and how it could be made better. It looks at the 
pathways to becoming a magistrate, jury member 
and a legal professional and gives you a rounded 
picture of the UK justice system. We also consider 
the impact of the law on our human rights.

Course Details
OCR

You will study for three exams, each based on one of 
the core areas that you will study.

1. The legal system and criminal law

2. Law making

3. Human rights

Each of these involves considering the way in which 
they work within England and Wales as well as looking 
at what proof there needs to be, and the actions that 
must take place, to make a criminal guilty.

Alessia Ezewoko achievied an A* in 2019 
and went to study for a degree in Law at 

Newcastle University 
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Job Options
Cartographer
Commercial or residential surveyor
Environmental consultant
Geographical information systems 
officer
P lanning and development surveyor
Town planner Geomorphologist
Problem solving analyst
 Communications and engagement 
manager
Astronomer

International aid Development 
worker
 Landscape architect
 Logistics and distribution manager
market researcher
 Nature conservation officer
 Political risk analyst
 Sustainability consultant
 Tourism officer
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GEOGRAPHY

Why Choose 
Geography?
Geography is a highly topical subject; 
it is ever changing and always relevant. 
The new specification is exciting and is 
designed to challenge perceptions and 
stimulate investigative and analytical 
skills. New units have been added 
to reflect the world today including 
studying the carbon cycle and 
changing places, whilst retaining topics 
students generally enjoy, including 
hazards and population. 

Callum Williams recently left Kenton School 
to study Geography at Durham University 

after achieving an A at A-Level. 

Course Details
AQA

Geography is a richly diverse and comprehensive 
subject that provides us with an understanding of 
our changing and interconnected world. It involves 
the study of physical environments and resources; 
cultures, economies and societies; people and places; 
and global development and citizenship. The aims of 
the chosen syllabus are for you to acquire knowledge 
and deepen understanding of physical and human 
processes and their interactions through the study 
of places and environments. In Physical Geography 
you will study water and carbon systems, hazards 
and coasts. In Human Geography you will study 
global systems and governance, changing places 

and population and governance. In Year 13 you will 
complete a Geography fieldwork investigation that 
equates to 20% of your overall A-Level. The individual 
investigation will be based on a question or issue 
relating to part of the specification content of your 
choice and will involve data collection in the field.
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Job Options
Solicitor
Barrister
Lawyer
Politician
Web content manager
Archivist
Broadcast journalist
Civil Servant

Archaeologist
Curator
Teaching
Historical Research
Police
Politics
Economics

HISTORY

Why Choose History?
History at A Level is a wonderful 
opportunity for enthusiastic, passionate 
and capable historians to expand their 
studies and explore exciting topics 
in History. Not only does it help you 
improve your knowledge of the past, 
but it also helps you gain skills that 
are invaluable, including analysing, 
researching, communication and 
problem-solving, which will help you to 
build an important skill-set needed for 
progression into university or a career. Keely Keilty studied History and was really successful 

in her A-Levels. She went on to study History with 
Sociology at University. 

Course Details
AQA

The Tudors - You will learn how some of the most 
significant monarchs in English History made huge 
changes to the way in which England was controlled 
and governed in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries. 

You will learn about Henry VIII’s marriages and how his 
desperation for a male heir led to one of the key turning 
points in English History.

Italy and Fascism - You will explore the problems facing 
Italy between 1900 and the end of the First World War 
and how this led to the rise of Fascism and the dictator 
Mussolini. You will learn how his time in power affected 
the people of Italy.

American Civil Rights (NEA: Non Examined 
Assessment) - You will independently, plan and 
research your own investigation into the causes and 
effects of changes to Black American Civil Rights. With 
guidance you get to choose the question that you will 
study and independently produce an extended piece of 
writing, drawing your own conclusions based on your 
own research.
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Accounting Technician
Actuarial Science
 Bank Manager
 Data Analyst
Statistician
 Economics
 Engineering
 Mathematics
 Physics   Statistics   

Architecture
 Finance officer
 Investment analyst
 Accounting
 Systems Developer
 Operational Research
 Criminologist
 Software Developer
Stockbroker

Job Options
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MATHS

Why Choose Maths?
Maths is a challenging subject 
for people who enjoy problem 
solving and who have an 
enquiring mind. It is one of 
the most widely accepted and 
respected subject choices by 
universities and it is likely to 
enhance your options. 

Ben Murray studied A Level Maths achieving a grade 
A* and A Level Further Maths with a grade A. He went 

on to study Maths at Newcastle University. 

Course Details
Edexcel

There are 3 different areas within the 2 year course. 
Pure Maths, Statistics and Mechanics. The first part of 
Year 1 is an extension of the work covered at GCSE so 
strong Algebra skills are needed. In the Pure section of 
the course, you will study Trigonometry, Differentiation 
and Integration. In Statistics, you will look at Probability 
as well as Hypothesis Testing and in Mechanics you will 
study Vectors, Forces and Kinematics. 
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Job Options
Software development
Hardware development
Web development
Digital forensics
Cyber security analysis
Data or systems analysis

Games design or 
development
Network engineer or 
technician
Software testing
IT sales
Telecommunications research

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Why Choose 
Computer Science?
Many university Computer Science courses 
assume little or no previous study in the field. 
Completing an A-Level in Computer Science is 
however a massive head start and should be 
considered by anyone considering any degree 
in this area. This course is suitable whether you 
are looking at a straightforward university course 
like Software Engineering or looking at a more 
directed course like Ethical Hacking or Computer 
Forensics. This would also be the perfect subject 
for anyone who enjoys the challenge of problem 
solving. It is also a good accompaniment for 
anyone looking to study Mathematics or any of 
the Sciences at A-level.

Daniel Schuster went to Newcastle University to study 
Computer Science after gaining A Levels in Government 
and Politics, Geography, Physics and Computer Science.

Course Details
OCR

The course examines the important hardware and 
software concepts, the makeup of networks and the 
Internet, the methods used for storing data on digital 
devices, the ethical issues of Computer Science and 
of course, programming techniques and algorithms (in 
Python).

You will also have to undertake a project where you 
find a potential customer, assess their needs and then 
build (and test) an application based on their specific 
requirements.

Two exams are taken at the end of Year 13 worth 80% 
and the coursework assignment takes up 20%.
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Job Options
Broadcast journalist 
Detective 
Diplomatic service officer 
English as a foreign 
language teacher 
Interpreter
International aid 
development worker 

Logistics and distribution 
manager 
Marketing executive 
Patent examiner 
Sales executive 
Tour manager
Translator
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FRENCH

Why Choose French?
Speaking a modern foreign language is a skill for the 
modern world we live in. A Level French is highly valued 
by universities and is well sought after, particularly 
by multinational companies. It can lead to a French 
degree, where you may spend time abroad, or as part 
of a joint honours course with another subject, for 
example History. There are also other options such as 
International Business Management.

French is one of the most widely spoken languages 
in the world. France is an extremely popular tourist 
country worldwide, attracting visitors to the Alps for 
ski season, mountaineering, as well as through the 
summer for cycling or visiting a cultural centre like 
Paris. A Level French builds on the skills learnt at 
GCSE in order to gain more independence in you 
knowledge of the culture and language, but also offers 
the opportunity for discussions around French politics, 
literature and film.

Gregory Abibu studied French in 2020 and gained a 
C grade, he has gone on to study for a Law degree at 

Northumbria University.

Course Details
AQA

Four themes studied across 2 years. 

Taught through the means of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing, plus the arts (literature and film) as 
follows: 

• Current aspects of French-speaking societies  
• The Arts in the French-speaking world 
• Current issues in the French-speaking world 
• Politics in the French-speaking world
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Job Options
Broadcast journalist 

Detective 

Diplomatic service officer 

English as a foreign 
language teacher 

Interpreter

International aid 
development worker 

Logistics and distribution 
manager 

Marketing executive 

Patent examiner 

Sales executive 

Tour manager

Translator

SPANISH

Why Choose Spanish?
Speaking a modern foreign language is a skill 
for the modern world we live in. As with French, 
A Level Spanish is highly valued by universities 
and by multinational companies. It can lead to a 
degree which may involve spending time living 
in Spain or can also be studied as a combined 
honours programme with another subject. 

Spanish is the second most spoken language in 
the world, so the subject gives access to large 
parts of Central and Southern America, as well 
as Spain itself. The skills you gain in Spanish 
are added to by looking at various cultural 
and artistic values that are integral to Spanish 
culture.

Course Details
AQA

Four themes studied across two years:

• Current affairs in Hispanic societies  
• The Arts in the Hispanic world 
• Multiculturalism in the Hispanic world 
• Politics in the Hispanic world

First year running the course is 2020/21.

NEW COURSE



Job Options
Broadcast journalist 
Editorial assistant 
Event manager 
Information officer 
Magazine journalist 
Market researcher
Media planner 

Multimedia specialist 
Programme researcher Public 
relations officer 
Runner for broadcasting
Social media manager 
Television film video producer 
Web content manager
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MEDIA

Why Choose Media?
Media surrounds us everyday and in every aspect 
of modern life in the 21st Century. From your 
smart phone, through magazines and papers 
to your games console the world is throwing 
hundreds of messages at you every day; Media 
Studies will give you the knowledge to process 
these messages and look for evidence of where 
the media may try and influence you. The subject 
involves hands-on practical work designed to 
develop production skills and your understanding 
of critical theory. Possible careers include working 
within the film, TV, music or games industry. The 
level to which you will study criticism and debate 
will be useful in a wide variety of degree subjects 
such as English, Media, Politics, Journalism, and 
Law.

Course Details
AQA

You are assessed over three subject areas. Two 
are by examination which include advertising and 
marketing which will also be linked to music videos 
and the language and representations we see in 
them. The second half of this paper focuses on radio, 
newspapers and film industry and the audiences that 
access them.

The second exam looks more in depth at what we can 
take from different forms of media, bringing it more up 
to date by looking at social media, video gaming and 
participation videos but also TV, magazines and online 
content.

The final area is a brief from one of six options that are 
shared by the exam board each year. This is not done 
by an examination but is a project that counts for 30% 
of your A Level grade

Joel Bland gained an A grade in Media in 2020 and is 
now studying for a Journalism degree.
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Job Options
Mechanical
Electrical 
Civil Engineering
Production Engineering
Aerospace Engineer
Agricultural Engineer
Automotive Engineer

Biomedical Engineer
Chemical Engineer
Civil Engineer
Computer Engineer
Drafting and Design
Engineer

ENGINEERING

Why Choose 
Engineering?
BTEC National Diploma Certificates are 
the equivalent of 2 A levels and are valued 
by both employers and higher education 
establishments such as colleges and 
universities. There are a wide variety of 
employment opportunities in the UK due 
to skills gap opening up and government 
initiatives for nationwide infrastructure 
projects as well as the development 
of modern manufacturing systems as 
technology advances. Callum Dando gained a D*D* and is studying Electrical 

Engineering at Northumbria University.

Course Details
Pearson

 There are 8 units which all must be passed to 
complete the course. Two of them are exam units 
which are sat at different times across the two years 
and require some knowledge of mathematical skills. 
The other six units are all internally assessed and 
require you to follow briefs given by the exam board. 

You will have a portfolio of evidence to present to 
employers or a further education provider once you 
complete the course. 

This course is a double award, this means that it takes 
up 18 hours on your timetabled block and would count 
as two of your subjects. The course includes different 
areas of expertise and gives the opportunity for 
teamwork and individually assessed components.
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Job Options
Nursing
Mental health support
Early years education
Youth worker
Health visitor
Carer

Nutritionist or social worker
Biomedical sciences
Police officer
Probation officer
Research scientist
Human resources
Charity worker
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Sophie Donald gained a D* in 2019 and is studying 
Nursing at Sunderland University.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Why Choose Health 
and Social Care?
Health and Social Care refers to the different services 
and support that are offered to people throughout 
their lives. About 3 million people in the UK work in 
health and social care, that is equivalent to 1 in every 
10 people.  Demand for both health and social care is 
likely to continue to rise due to the ageing population, 
so it is sure to continue to play a key role in UK 
society. Supporting individuals in health and social 
care provision is both challenging and rewarding but 
takes a special person to truly make a difference and 
to improve the quality of life of another. This course 
is vocational which means it will directly prepare you 
for a working role in the health and social care sector 
through the in-depth analysis of working practices. 

Course Details
BTEC

Our course is designed to develop your understanding 
of human development and how professionals can 
provide effective care and support to those who need 
it. We investigate the process of human growth and 

development throughout life, different factors that can 
influence development and how life events can change 
a person. We then examine roles and responsibilities of 
professionals, how to work effectively with patients and 
other professionals and the procedures and attitudes to 
care. In Year 13, you also complete an optional module 
where we look at different physiological conditions and 
the impact they can have on a person. This all involves 

ST
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Job Options
Business adviser
Business analyst
Data analyst
Marketing manager 
or assistant

Human resource manager 
or assistant
Supply chain manager 
or operative  
Business management 
in any sector!

BUSINESS STUDIES

Why Choose 
Business Studies?
Let’s face it … no matter what career path you choose 
in the future; it’ll be in a business!  I’m a teacher but I 
work in a huge public sector business with an income 
of millions of pounds per year and a responsibility 
to budget and ensure the school stays solvent.  Our 
school leaders ‘run’ a business!  So, if you see yourself 
climbing whatever career ladder you choose, the 
nearer the top you get – the more business knowledge 
you will need!  Even if you don’t envisage yourself 
being a manager or a leader, an understanding of how 
a business works internally and how it deals with the 
impact of the external environment is vital!  Just look 
at the impact the pandemic has had on businesses 
worldwide and the subsequent actions of government 
to protect these businesses, both large and small.

Guarang Dhillon achieved a Distinction Grade and went 
on to study Business at Northumbria University

Course Details
Pearson Edexcel

During the two years you will complete 4 units of 
work.  Two of the units are externally assessed – one 
unit is assessed very traditionally in a question and 
answer format but the other externally assessed unit is 
different; you are given pre-release materials and can 
carry out research before the exam window… You can 
even take the research into the exam with you!

The internally assessed units are just that – you will 
study the content of the learning aims and then have 
to work independently to research and respond to an 
assignment brief.

The course content covers all the main external and 
internal functions of a business including finance, 
marketing and human resources.
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Job Options
Like any other business related 
subject this course will be useful 
in a range of jobs across all 
sectors of the economy
Every business needs new ideas 
and creative thinkers!
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

Why Choose 
Business Enterprise?
If you have no idea what you want to do when you leave 
school consider this course.  Lots of young people are 
starting their own business and turning their back on 
traditional routes into work.  Working for a large business 
organisation lacks flexibility and many young people prize 
flexibility and control over their lives more highly than pay!!  
Night owls can get their work done after sunset, early 
birds can rise before dawn and tackle business tasks, and 
free spirits can wander the world while they oversee their 
business from afar. Indeed, business owners can strike 
a balance between work and life without sacrificing their 
productivity. 

Of course, flexibility does not mean that entrepreneurs 
have limited responsibilities. You’ll need self-discipline and 
excellent communication skills to succeed in an environment 
where one does not have a direct supervisor.

Josh Thorne passed his Level 2 qualification which 
allowed him to access Level 3 courses.

Course Details
Pearson Edexcel

This is a one year course with 4 units to complete.  
One of the units is an externally assessed unit that 
examines all the underpinning knowledge needed to 
run a business successfully.  The internally assessed 
units take you through the process of researching a 
concept for an enterprise idea, methods of financing 
and promoting a new enterprise and finally how to plan 
and pitch an enterprise idea – Dragon’s Den style!!
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Job Options
Physiotherapist
PE teacher
Sports coach
Sports therapist
 Analyst in Sport

 Sport development 
officer
 Sports Scientist

PE

Why Choose PE?
Sport and Physical activity is an 
excellent way earn maximum UCAS 
points. The anatomy and physiology 
content links well with sections 
on Biology covered in GCSE and 
A-level. Employers and universities 
look favourably upon sport students 
as they have to development 
excellent social and communication 
skills to achieve well.

Course Details
OCR

Level 3 Sport and Physical Activity covers a range 
of topics ranging from anatomy and physiology to 
injuries in sports as well as sports coaching and 

development. The course has two exams sat in Year 
12, followed by 3 coursework units completed in Year 
13 with opportunities to improve grades throughout the 
course. There is also an alternative option to study a 
Diploma in Sport which is equivalent to 2 A-levels

Rhys Gardener achieved a Double Distinction 
allowing him to gain enough UCAS to get in 

to his first choice of  university.
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Job Options
Musical Performer
Session Musician
Song writer
Promoter

Music journalist
Music lawyer
Marketing
Promotion
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Why Choose 
Music Performance?
This Level 3 qualification in 
Music is perfect for anyone 
wishing to further develop 
their musicianship, theory 
and performance skills and 
confidence. 

Gareth Jenkins is currently studying Popular Music at 
Leeds College of Music after completing A Levels in 
Music Performance, History and English Literature. 

Course Details
Edexcel/BTEC

For the first year of the course you will have the 
opportunity to gain experience across the full spectrum 
of music industry related activity. There will be an equal 
mix of performance and production units, as well as 
contextual work. 

All students will be required to plan and realise 
projects with a specific market in mind, whether it 
be mainstream popular music genres, media based 
formats such as composition for moving image or 
producing recording work to a high professional 
standard. There will be many performance  
opportunities throughout the course, including 
performance for and with your classmates, workshop 
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Job Options
Actor
Drama Therapist
Music Therapist
 Dancer
Choreographer
Director

Producer
Community arts worker
director
lighting and sound directors
composers
librettist or producer

PERFORMING ARTS

Why Choose 
Performing Arts?
This Level 3 qualification in Performing 
Arts is the perfect progression for anyone 
wishing to pursue their interest down 
any avenue of Performing Arts. From 
dancing, singing or acting on stage, to 
technical support, or creative roles such 
as choreographer, director, lighting and 
sound directors, composers, librettist or 
producer, this course will provide you with 
a wealth of experience in that role and 
how to work in the entertainment industry. Georgia Hunter is currently studying BA Hons in Musical 

Theatre at Cumbria University after completing her A-Levels 
in Performing Arts, History and English Language.

Course Details
Edexcel/BTEC

The course runs over two years and is the equivalent 
of one A-Level. For the first year of the course you 
will have the opportunity to gain experience of group 
and ensemble work as well as a focus on developing 
your principle skill (acting, singing or dancing) for a 
performance. 

All students will be required to perform and will 
have many opportunities to develop their skills and 
confidence in these areas through performances 
for lower school students, primary schools and 
involvement in the whole school productions. You 
will be able to access our singing lessons as well as 
workshops in all areas of performing arts throughout 
the 2 year course. 
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GCSE RESIT ENGLISH & MATHS

Why Resit English 
and Maths
It is true what your teachers are telling 
you, it is integral to future study that 
you pass these qualifications. It is 
now a government requirement for 
anyone who gets a 3 or below in 
English or Maths in Year 11 to resit the 
qualification until a grade 4 or above is 
achieved.

We offer a November and June 
resit opportunity, with the results for 
November being released in January. In 
order to give you the best opportunity 
to pass we have timetabled lessons 
for 9 hours per fortnight as part of the 
curriculum time.

Should you achieve a 4 or above then 
once you have that result you will not 
be expected to attend resit lessons. 
This would also allow you to take up 
some Level 3 courses once you have 
achieved this milestone.

Course Details
 In English you will not resit English Literature, 
Language only. This follows the same exam board as 
the Year 11 course, but as all 9 lessons are focussed 
on the one topic we have a very good success rate. 
The average student over the last three years has 
improved their English grade by almost two full grades.

In Maths you will resit the same course as Year 11. 
However, the areas you need to work on will be more 
personalised and will focus on the specific areas that 
you have struggled with. All students are pushed 
towards the Foundation route with the aim of achieving 
a grade 4 or in some cases 5.
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Job Options
A fulltime job within a salon as a junior stylist, working 
within a leisure centres, hotels or a spa, working on cruise 
ships or after some experience setting up your own business.  
You can go onto higher education to study teaching,  
training and assessing,  You also need five GCSES at 
grade four or above which must include English and 
Maths as well as several years salon experience

HAIRDRESSING

Why Choose 
Hairdressing?
The Technical Level 3 Diploma in 
Hairdressing is a course that covers 
all aspects of hairdressing. It is a 
great course if you enjoy art and 
design as it is a very creative subject 
so a creative flair is necessary along 
with good dexterity and GCSE 
grades at Level 4 and or above.

Joana Neto successfully attended her salon placement in a 
top city centre salon and gained her Level 3 Technical Diploma 
and was successful in finding a full time job opportunity as she 

left Kenton’s hairdressing department in 2020.

Course Details
VTCT 

Technical Level 3 Hairdressing is very different to the 
GCSE, it covers all areas of cutting, colouring and 
styling. There are advanced practical skills to carry 
out as well as A Level theory content in science, skills 

theory and health and safety. It is a rewarding course 
that explores a variety of hands on advanced skills, 
thinking skills it also develops an understanding of 
communication and consultation skills. This course 
promotes confidence and the compulsory work 
placement element within an external salon and gives 
you a real understanding of what it is to be a working 
hairdresser.
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Job Options
Bathroom fitter
Bricklayer
Building technician
Carpenter
Cavity installation
Civil engineer
Concrete finisher

Damp proofer
Demolition operative
Drainage engineer
And so many more

33

CONSTRUCTION

Why Choose 
Construction?
If you have any aspirations to work in the civil 
engineering industry, or if you would like to learn the 
basics of site based trades then this is the course for 
you. For students wanting a more hands on education, 
then Construction could be the course for you. It offers 
students the opportunity to prepare themselves for 
a possible career in several construction roles. There 
is also a possibility that if you are a strong enough 
candidate, you will be prepared to be work place ready 
by being offered a CSC card which will mean that on 
completion of the course you will be cleared for health 
and safety checks before starting on site.

This course was previously delivered at Studio West as 
part of our academy partnership, however, in 2021 we 
will be delivering it at Kenton School.

Sam Bell achieved a D* in 2020 whilst also studying 
Engineering and gaining two Merit grades.

Course Details
Pearson

Construction has coursework elements, all bar one 
are assessed internally and there is an examination to 
be sat at the end of the course. You will be assessed 
across a range of skills from bricklaying to health and 
safety.
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CHILDREN’S PLAY, LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

Why Choose Children’s play, 
learning and development?
What happens during the early years is of crucial 
importance for every child’s development. It is a period 
of great opportunity, but also of vulnerability to negative 
influences. Many children do not reach their full potential 
because of their families’ income status, geographic 
location, ethnicity, disability, religion or sexual orientation. 
A child’s early years are the foundation for his or her 
future development, providing a strong basis for lifelong 
learning and learning abilities, including cognitive and 
social development. By studying children, we can learn 
more about why they develop the way they do and also 
the most effective ways to help them to develop as 
responsible citizens who contribute positively to society. 
We can also understand why some children experience 
difficulties and delays in their learning, how to identify 
them and what support can be implemented to bring 
them back on track. 

First year running the course is 2020/21

Job Options
Early years education
Nursery worker
Nursery manager
Teacher
Youth worker

Health visitor
Carer
Social worker.

Course Details
BTEC

Our course begins by learning about child 
development, the normal stages a child progresses 
through and the factors which can affect this. We then 
explore how literacy and numeracy can be effectively 
delivered to those under the age of 8 years and how 

a child can develop their communication skills. In Y13 
you will be allocated a placement in either a school 
or a nursery to develop your professional practice 
in working with young children. You will explore the 
value of play and how toys can be used to encourage 
children to develop. On placement, you will be given 
the opportunity to develop your own activities for 
children to review how they can support development. 

NEW COURSE



Job Options
This course gives an entry level qualification 
which could then be taken further to study a 
food related course at an FE college
Jobs relating to food could be within the 
hospitality and Catering sector including cafes, 
restaurants and hotel work
The food industry, product development and 
food hygiene
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Kai Tweedy achieved his Level 2 qualification and 
also passed his Maths GCSE to allow him to access 

additional opportunities.

FOOD

Why Choose Food?
This is a course for people interested 
in cooking and learning new practical 
skills in food and could lead onto further 
catering or food qualifications. It requires 
no prior knowledge, understanding, skills 
or qualifications in food and allows the 
learner to have a basic understanding 
of cooking methods and general healthy 
eating. However, this course is an entry 
level course and not suitable for students 
who have already successfully completed 
a level 1/2 food course in hospitality and 
catering.

Course Details
Pearson BTEC

The course focusses on cooking skills around a range 
of frequently used foods and offers many opportunities 
to cook and evaluate the development of skills. It 
focusses on healthy eating and development of skills, 
as well as costing and choosing ingredients
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EXTENDED PROJECT

Is there something that you have a 
particular interest in? If you were asked to 
do your own research into anything, what 
would you choose?

Extended Project is an opportunity for 
you to gain a qualification at Level 3, 
whilst gaining key academic skills and 
furthering your interest in a particular area. 
This qualification is delivered in form and 
requires all of Year 12 to attend form time 
to make sure they meet the requirements. 
Your form tutor will discuss your project 
with you on a regular basis, and your 
fellow tutees will offer feedback and 
insights into their project and your own.

What is involved?
The course requires five things from you.

First to pick an area of study that you are interested in 
but that does allow you scope to take part in further 
research and aim to discover new information about 
an area. Second, the title and project aims have to be 
approved by the EPQ co-ordinator, so they do have to 
be formally submitted, but this is supported throughout 
the process.

Thirdly, you will plan, research and carry out the project. 
This will be completed by either completing a log and 
portfolio of evidence, plus a final essay or by submitting 
an object or artefact at the end of the project with 
a summary of how you made it and different stages 
of your production. Fourthly, you will be required to 
present your findings to a non-specialist audience who 
you will invite. This could be teachers, the Sixth Form 
team or more likely your form group. Finally, you will 
hand in all your evidence, including the presentation 
you do to the group. This will be submitted to the exam 
board for verification.

Why do we do this?
Any course that takes place in further education, 
be that university or college, requires you to be able 
to research and gather information to present for 
assessment. Many jobs today require people to have 
the confidence to present either at interview or as 
part of their role, this is a skill and needs time to be 
perfected. This qualification delivered over Year 12 in 
form time offers students an opportunity to gain these 
skills, in a supportive environment and amongst their 
peers.

The course does carry UCAS points for those looking 
to go to university, but is also an avenue for students 
to showcase if they are planning on going straight to 
employment, an apprenticeship or to another provider.




