
Dear Parents / Guardians, 

Trusted research by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) 
shows that the impact of doing regular homework over the course a 
school year is, on average, five months' worth of additional progress, 
compared to students who fail to do their homework. 

To this end I am asking that all parents support our new home learning 
policy and actively supervise their child or check the completion of 
each home learning task.

We have undertaken a huge and expensive task this summer by 
printing 5 individual planners for each year group with pre-set home 
learning tasks in each for the Autumn Term. They are presented in a 
way which will help students to visualise the layout of the page which 
helps them to memorise the information better along with supporting a 
regular home learning and independent revision programme.

Why knowledge-rich homeworks?
The new curriculum has become more challenging through increased 
content and the number of examinations at the end of year 11. The 
Ebbinghaus Forgetting Curve shows us how over time if we do not 
revisit knowledge we lose some of what we have learned. The secret to 
success is to regularly revisit knowledge (known as ‘spaced retrieval’). 
This helps transfer the knowledge from the short-term memory to the 
long-term memory. This not only helps to make ‘learning stick’ but it 
also frees up our short-term memory for day to day learning and 
experiences.

How to use at school
The planner is, more than ever, a key piece of everyday equipment and 
will be taken to every lesson. During the school week and for home 
learning, students will be set work based on the knowledge organisers, 
specific tasks, quizzes or research tasks.

How to use at home
Parents ask how they can help to support their child at home. Some 
parents worry that they don’t have the subject knowledge to help and 
support. Knowledge organizer booklets will empower parents to know 
what topics are being studied but also to supervise and even join in 
with homework. The tasks are in planners and will also be accessible 
from home through the website. Every home learning has been 
mapped out for the entire year so that you can guarantee that every 
day at least one subject homework has been set. This map is in the 
front of the planner and available on the school website.

Suggested activities
Although some departments will need to set very specific home 
learning tasks at certain times, students should be spending every 
evening using their planners for home learning.

Here are some of the activities:

• Students learn information by heart and prove their ability to 
 remember it by writing it out on the lined pages provided in back of 
 planner. A “look, write, cover, copy, check and repeat” approach is 
 recommended. Students then use a green pen to self-assess their 
 work before bringing to lesson.
• Students respond to questions on the same page as the questions 
 are set eg maths.
• Students answer written questions on the lined pages provided in 
 the back of planners.
• Students can test each other or get someone at home to test them 
 by asking questions about the knowledge on the sheet or the 
 particular section they are focused on learning.
• Students can present the information in another way; using the task 
 information to create a mind map, display the knowledge in a table 
 or to make their own version in poster form. They could stick these 
 on the fridge or bedroom wall.
• Other tasks could be research-based (the school LRC is a good 
 starting point as well as the local library where computers are 
 available); practical-based; quizzes; exam-style questions to answer.

I trust this gives parents more of role in their child’s learning and 
guarantees that home learning has been pre-set for the whole year. 
Although planners with pre-printed tasks are free to students at the 
start of each term, given the considerable expense involved, 
replacement planners will be charged at cost price for the particular 
year group. Different groups have different content and sizes, hence the 
price differences. Payments to be made in the finance office on the B2 
corridor:

Yr7 - £3, Yr8 - £3, Yr9 - £4.50, Yr10 - £4.50, Yr11 - £5.

I thank you for your anticipated support and participation in this new 
approach. Never allow your daughter or son to tell you they don’t have 
any homework!  

Yours faithfully, 

R. Carradice

Assistant Principal

:)


