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Introduction from 
the Principal

We offer a huge range of high quality 
courses at Kenton, which can be 
combined to suit the interests and 
ambitions of every student. We are able 
to do this because we have the perfect 
mixture of an adult environment, like a 
college which can support academic 
and vocational routes; as well as the 
highest academic standards and 
teaching.

The team offers excellent guidance, 
pastoral support for a student’s current 
learning and for their career and higher 
education choices. 

The 2016 Ofsted rated the Sixth Form 
as “Good” and praised the valuable 
Information Advice and Guidance given; 
noting the high number of students 
gaining places at university and the 
progress made by students. 

The following year, 2017, saw the best 
results in our history with the school 
ranked first in the city for vocational 
progress in all secondary schools. We 
were second in academic progress and 
await the 2018 tables with high hopes.

Sarah Holmes-Carne

Principal

1



Welcome from the 
Sixth Form Team

Kenton School has a diverse Post 16 
curriculum which allows students to 
maximise their potential through a wide 
range of options and opportunities.

If you are creative then we have a range 
of arts and performance-based subjects 
to choose from; for those who are 
aiming for university or apprenticeships 
we offer academic and vocational 
subjects that in 2017 produced record 
breaking results. If you want to be an 
engineer or work in construction or a 
practical industry, then we can support 
you to make that happen.

Last year we were the number one state 
school in Newcastle for progress in 
academic subjects and ranked second 
for vocational subjects. This is down to 
our students and the determination of 
staff to ensure all students reach their 
potential.

Last year 62 students successfully 

applied for university, with a similar 
number applying again this year. We 
have had a large number of students 
receive unconditional offers and places 
in Russell Group institutions. Other 
students have been successful in their 
search for apprenticeships both at 
higher and degree level.

One of the huge bonuses of our 
provision is the individualised support 
we can give you as a student. Not only 
do we push for academic excellence but 
we also offer excellent pastoral support 
through Miss Philson and the wide team 
of Form Tutors. 

Throughout the day Sixth Form students 
have free access to a common room, 
a study room and the Sports Café. 
We also offer a range of additional 
opportunities such as the student 
council, World Challenge, sports teams, 
NE1 Can events and much more. 

Stephen Ord 
Head of Sixth Form

Lisa Philson 
Year Leader Sixth Form
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A Level Courses
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Art - Art & Design

If you have an adventurous, creative and 
enquiring mind this is a great course for 
you.

Art and Design introduces a variety 
of experiences and explores a wide 
range of materials, techniques and 
processes. Art promotes the idea of 
independent thought and learners 
are expected to pursue and explore 
personal investigations into areas of their 
own interests in response to a given 
theme. Learners are encouraged to 
work across a range of methods, media 
and scales and it is possible to combine 
skills from a range of Art disciplines 
such as Photography, Graphics, Fine 
Art and Textiles within this course. 
To be successful you will need to be 
committed, work independently and 
create a sustained body of work around 
your chosen idea, issue, concept or 
theme.

Next steps
This qualification will provide you with 
a range of transferable skills so that 
you can progress to University to study 
degrees similar to these: 

Fine Art, Illustration, Architecture, 
Games Design, Animation, 3D design.

Or careers similar to these: 

Artist / Designer /Illustrator; Interior 
Designer; Graphic Designer; Games 
Designer; Architect 

Student case studies 
Abigail Newton studied Art, History and 
Psychology and went on to Northumbria 
University to study Psychology.

Entry requirements
GCSE grade 5 or above with teacher 
recommendation. 

How is it Assessed?
A level Art & Design is a 2-year linear 
course consisting of two components. 
A personal investigation 60% and an 
externally set assignment which is a 
15-hour supervised, unaided and timed 
practical exam worth 40%.

5



Art -  Ceramics
Ceramics today is a highly creative 
industry with links to animation, 
architecture, set design and even the 
automotive industry. If you enjoy creating 
artwork with your hands and of a 3D 
nature, then Ceramics may be right up 
your street.

You’ll begin by learning a variety of 
traditional Ceramic processes such 
as hand building, coiling and throwing 
(potter’s wheel). You will be challenged 
to use these techniques to create 
work of a more contemporary nature 
along independent research. As your 
skills develop you will be introduced 
to more complex and contemporary 
practices such as image transfer, mould 
making/using, glazing techniques and 
glaze making as well as mixed media 
Ceramics.

Next steps
This qualification will provide you with a 
range of transferable skills so that you 
can progress to University, College or 
undertake a creative apprenticeship or 
diploma. 

Ceramics; 3D design; Architecture; 
Animation; Fine Art; Chemistry

It could lead to careers involving:

Ceramicist; Stonemasonry and 
restoration; Set designer; Special effects 
and model making; Graphic Designer; 
Architect; Automotive Design.

Student case studies 
Mason McDougal studied Ceramics, 
Biology and Chemistry and went to 
Liverpool John Moore University to 
study Biomedical Sciences 

Entry requirements
GCSE grade 5 or above with teacher 
recommendation. 

How is it Assessed?
A level Ceramics is a 2-year linear 
course consisting of two components, 
a personal investigation worth 60% 
and an externally set assignment with a 
15-hour supervised, unaided and timed 
practical exam worth 40%.
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Art - Photography

More than one billion photographs are 
taken every day and over 300 million of 
them are uploaded to social media. If 
you want to learn how to make some of 
the most memorable of those images, 
choose A Level Photography.

You will get to grips with the industry 
standard software, Adobe Photoshop 
and learn how to enhance and edit 
your images. Creative students can 
also choose to work with mixed media, 
moving images and installation-based 
outcomes to further equip them for 
further study in the creative sectors.

Next steps
This qualification will provide you with a 
range of transferable skills so that you 
can progress to University, College or 
undertake a creative apprenticeship or 
diploma. 

Photography; Film Studies; Games 
Design; Animation; Media Studies; 
Journalism. 

You could also consider careers as:

Photographer; Photojournalist; Web 
Designer; Film Editor; Graphic Designer; 
Architect.

Student case studies 
 Freja Morrison is now studying 
Photography at Newcastle college after 
completing her A Levels in Art and 
Photography.

Entry requirements
GCSE grade 5 or above with teacher 
recommendation. 

How is it Assessed?
A level Photography is a 2-year linear 
course consisting of two components, 
a personal investigation worth 60% 
and an externally set assignment with a 
15-hour supervised, unaided and timed 
practical exam worth 40%.
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Art - Textiles

If you are interested in a career in the 
Visual Arts, especially Fashion, Textiles, 
Interior design or Surface Pattern 
Design, then this is an ideal course to 
study. With lots of opportunities for 
practical experimental work this is a very 
hands-on learning experience. 

For your projects you can freely 
choose to design and make a range of 
garments, accessories, interior items or 
Textile art installations. You will need to 
be creative and open minded, with an 
interest in the visual arts and a love of 
colour, pattern and texture.

The emphasis of the course is primarily 
on creating interesting textile surfaces. 
You will create a sketchbook of 
drawings, photography, textile samples 
and design ideas. Drawing underpins 
the work you will create on the course, 
and you will develop your drawing skills 
using specific textiles methods such as 

drawing with stitch, print and drawing 
with the sewing machine.

Next steps
Courses can lead to a wealth of 
careers in the creative industry for 
roles in marketing, fashion illustration, 
fashion design, journalism, buying and 
merchandising as well as designer roles 
that create textiles and surface pattern 
design for fashion & costume fabrics, 
design for wallpaper & interior fabrics, 
Textiles for innovative surfaces, Textile 
and surface design for gift wrap, Textiles 
for print & illustration as well as Textile 
art.

University courses such as: Fashion 
Design; Textiles Design; Surface Pattern 
Design; Fashion Marketing; Fashion 
Journalism; Costume Design; Fashion 
Creative Direction; Fashion Retail.

Entry Requirements
GCSE grade 5 or above with teacher 
recommendation. You do not need to 
have studied textiles previously, but a 
GCSE in another Art endorsement area 
is essential. 

How is it Assessed?
A level Textiles is a 2-year linear course 
consisting of two components, a 
personal investigation worth 60% and 
an externally set assignment with a 
15-hour supervised, unaided and timed 
practical exam worth 40%.
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Social Sciences - Criminolgy

Brand new for 2019
Criminologists look at a broad range 
of topics related to crime. They are 
dedicated to studying not only the 
causes of crime but the social impact 
as well. Criminologists look at every 
conceivable aspect of deviant behaviour 
which includes the impacts of crime 
on individual victims and their families, 
society at large, and even criminals 
themselves. Some of the specific areas 
that you would focus on throughout 
the course are changing awareness of 
crime, theories of crime, crime scene to 
courtroom and crime and punishment. 

Have you ever considered what different 
types of crime take place in our society, 
how we explain people’s reluctance 
to come forward about crimes of 
which they have been the victim, why 
people commit crime, what makes 
someone a serial killer, or abusive to 
their own families or what investigative 
techniques are available to investigators 

to help to identify the culprit? If so, 
Criminology could be the course to help 
you investigate the answers to these 
questions.

Next steps
Criminology can lead on to a variety 
of Social Studies related degrees, 
including Criminology, Law, Sociology 
and Psychology. It prepares you well for 
a variety of job roles including: Police 
officer, Prison officer, Social worker, Data 
scientist, Forensic computer analyst, 
Paralegal, Solicitor.

Entry requirements
A total of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
are required, one of which must be 
either Language or Literature.

How is it assessed?
The course is assessed through 4 units, 
two of which are coursework based and 
account for 50% of the total grade. The 
other half is made up of two exams.
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Social Sciences - Psychology

Psychology is the scientific study of the 
mind and how it dictates and influences 
our behaviour, from communication 
and memory to thought and emotion. 
It’s about understanding what makes 
people tick and how this understanding 
can help us address many of the 
problems and issues in society today. 
Many people assume Psychology is 
just common sense and not a science. 
However, common sense alone is 
not enough to understand human 
behaviours as many often contradict 
one another. The job of a Psychologist 
is to take these ideas and test them 
through observation, measurement, and 
testing. It helps to discover why people 
sometimes do the opposite of what 
common sense would dictate. 

Next steps
Many universities offer courses 
in Psychology. After studying 
Psychology, you could become a 
registered Psychologist with the British 

Psychological Society. If you don’t want 
to become a Psychologist, you could 
still use your qualifications to move on 
to several different careers including: 
Further Education Teacher, High 
Intensity Therapist, Careers Adviser, 
Counsellor, Human Resources Officer, 
Play Therapist, Psychotherapist

Entry requirements
A total of 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above 
are required. This must include Maths 
and at least one Science at grade 5.

Student Case Study
Sepidah Mohammadi studied 
Psychology, Sociology and English 
Language. She left Kenton to pursue 
a degree at Sunderland University in 
Psychology

How will it be assessed?
You will complete 3 exams at the end of 
year 13 which are all equally weighted.
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Social Sciences - Sociology

Sociology is the study of society and 
of people and their behaviour. If you 
choose to study Sociology at sixth 
form you will learn about Education, 
The Media, Crime and Deviance, 
Families and Households and Research 
methods. In studying topics like these, 
Sociologists create theories to explain 
human behaviour and the workings 
of society. Theories are explanations 
of the patterns we find in society. For 
example, we may have a theory to 
explain why there are differences in 
girls’ and boys’ achievement levels in 
school. Sociology is an evidence based 
subject. This means that you can’t 
just give your opinion, you must back 
up what you think with facts about 
society. Sociologists collect evidence 
methodically by carrying out research 
to establish whether their theories are 
correct.

Next steps
Many universities offer courses in 
Sociology. After studying Sociology, you 
could go on to a number of different 
careers including: Family Support 
Worker, International Aid/Development 
Worker, Social Worker, Probation Officer, 
Public Relations Officer

Entry requirements
A total of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
are required. You must have a 5 in 
English (either course).

Student Case Study
Keely Keilty is studying Social Sciences 
at Northumbria University after 
completing A Levels in History, Politics 
and Sociology

How will it be assessed?
This is assessed fully by examination, 
there will be three exams at the end of 
Year 13.
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Sciences - Biology
A-level Biology delves into the detail of 
how life works and interacts. From the 
inner workings of the smallest cell to 
global relationships between species 
and environment, Biology investigates 
it all. The work of biologists is vital to 
sustaining and developing both our 
environment and our future. Choose 
Biology and you could find yourself 
advancing knowledge, pioneering new 
discoveries and tackling some of the 
challenges facing the world we live in. 

A-level Biology course builds on 
knowledge and understanding from 
GCSE for example, human biology, 
plant responses, ecology, evolution and 
biological molecules like DNA. It is a 
rewarding course that explores a variety 
of biological principles, challenges 
thinking skills, develops understanding 
of the scientific method, builds practical 
and communication skills and promotes 
confidence through acquisition and 
understanding of complex ideas. 
Biology is a popular subject, delivered 
by passionate teachers who not only 
facilitate your learning, but help you 
appreciate the value and importance of 
Biology in society.

Next steps
With a Biology A-level, you can normally 
study further sciences at university such 
as Forensic Biology, Biology, Human 
Biology, Animal Biology, Ecology, the 
Environment, Molecular Biology, Cell 
Biology, Biochemistry, Botany, Zoology, 
Parasitology, Aquatic Bioscience, 

Genetics, Virology, Pharmacology 
Dentistry, Medicine, Psychology and 
many more.

The higher your grade, the more options 
are open to you. Universities also often 
recommend that – if you want to study 
a science at degree level – you take a 
further science such as Chemistry or 
Mathematics at A-level.

The list of career opportunities is varied 
and almost endless, including: teaching 
and research, medical and health 
services, health education, biochemistry, 
environmental health, pharmaceutical/
medical product sales, marine biology 

Entry requirements 
6-6 in Trilogy science OR 6 in triple 
Biology and one other science AND 6 in 
Mathematics, 5 in English.

Student case study
Lauren Ridley studied Biology A Level 
and has continued to study within 
the field, working towards a degree in 
Biochemistry.

How is it assessed?
A Level Biology is assessed through 3 
exams and a series of required practical 
activities throughout the two-year 
course.
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Sciences - Chemistry

A-level Chemistry attempts to answer 
the big question ‘what is the world 
made of’ and it’s the search for this 
answer that makes this subject so 
fascinating. From investigating how one 
substance can be changed drastically 
into another, to researching a new 
wonder drug to save millions of lives, the 
opportunities that chemistry provides 
are endless.

Next steps
Degrees available in: Chemistry, , 
Biology, Biochemistry, Mathematics, 
Pharmacology, Dentistry, Forensic 
science, Food science, Law

Job opportunities
Chemical engineer, Pharmacologist, 
Doctor, Research scientist (physical 
sciences), Toxicologist, Chartered 

certified accountant, Environmental 
consultant, Patent attorney

Entry requirements
6-6 in Trilogy science, 6 in triple 
Chemistry and one other science, 6 in 
Mathematics, 5 in English

Student case study
Sara Ludkin has gone to Northumbria 
University to study Pharmacy

How is it assessed?
A Level Chemistry is assessed through 
exams and set practical experiments 
that all students must complete.
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Physicists explore the fundamental 
nature of almost everything we know 
of. They probe the furthest reaches of 
the earth to study the smallest pieces of 
matter. Join them to enter a world deep 
beneath the surface of normal human 
experience. 

Physics, like all sciences, is a practical 
subject. Throughout the course you will 
carry out practical activities including:  
investigating interference and diffraction 
of laser light , measuring acceleration 
due to gravity , investigating systems 
that oscillate , investigation of the links 
between temperature, volume and 
pressure , safe use of ionising radiation , 

investigating magnetic fields. 

These practicals will give you the skills 
and confidence needed to investigate 
the way things behave and work.

Next steps
Geophysicist/field seismologist, 
Healthcare scientist, medical physics, 
Higher education lecturer, Radiation 
protection practitioner, Research 
scientist (physical sciences), Scientific 
laboratory technician, Secondary school 
teacher, Meteorologist, Structural 
engineer, Acoustic engineer, Product/
process development scientist, Systems 
developer. 

You can also move into engineering, 
astrophysics, chemical physics, 
nanotechnology, renewable energy and 
more, the opportunities are endless.

Entry requirements
6-6 in Trilogy science OR 6 in triple 
Physics and one other science AND

6 in Mathematics, 5 in English

Student case study. 
Rhian Purves is currently working 
towards an A in Physics and has already 
been offered a scholarship in America to 
study Physics with Astrophysics

How it is assessed?
A Level Physics is assessed through 3 
exams and a series of required practical 
activities throughout the two-year 
course.

Sciences - Physics
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English Language

Language, the Individual and 
Society

This area of study introduces students 
to methods of language analysis to 
explore concepts of audience, purpose, 
genre, mode and representation. It 
also introduces students to the study 
of children’s language development, 
exploring how children learn language 
and how they are able to understand 
and express themselves through 
language.

Language Diversity and Change

Here students explore language diversity 
and change over time. Students will 
study the key concepts of audience, 
purpose, genre and mode and will 
explore language in its wider social, 
geographical and temporal contexts. 
They will explore processes of language 
change.

Language in Action 

The aim of this area of study is to 
allow students to explore and analyse 

language data independently and 
develop and reflect upon their own 
writing expertise.

Next Steps
Degrees: English Language, English 
Literature, Media, History, Archaeology, 
Psychology, Journalism

Job opportunities
Television and Radio, Journalism, Law , 
Editor , Social Media Manager 

Entry Requirements 
The entry requirement is a Grade 5 in 
English Language.

Student case study
Chloe Wears studied English at A 
Level before going to study Nursing at 
Northumbria University.

How It Is Assessed
80% exam across two papers and 20% 
coursework. 
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English Literature
Poetry

You will study a range of poets from the 
past and present, exploring imagery and 
meaning through language, as well as 
learning about the fascinating lives of 
these complex writers. 

Drama

You’ll study a range of drama from 1600 
to 1945. Again, there is a comparative 
element, as you will study and compare 
two plays about women, power and 
violence. You’ll also return to your study 
of Shakespeare in Year 13, exploring 
one of his most famous and tragic plays.

Unseen Texts

To develop your independence and 
ability as a student of literature, you will 
also prepare for an unseen component. 
You will be required to read widely within 
a specific period of history, developing 
a confident knowledge of texts and 
events. 

Coursework

You will read and research widely to 
find your own partner text, and will write 
a 3,000-word essay on a theme of 
your choosing. You’ll receive plenty of 
teacher support to get your coursework 
to the highest level. 

Next Steps:
Degrees: English Language, English 
Literature, Media, History, Archaeology, 
Psychology

Job opportunities
Advertising, Media, Journalism, Law, 
Editor, Social Media Manager 

Entry Requirements 
The entry requirement is a Grade 5 in 
English Literature.

Student Case Study 
Tom Viney studied English Literature, 
Ceramics and Government and Politics 
at A Level and is now studying English 
Literature at Newcastle University

How It Is Assessed
80% exam across three different 
component exams and 20% 
coursework. 
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Law

Studying law provides an opportunity for 
you to develop a range of transferable 
skills and explore many interesting 
aspects of the subject. Even if you are 
not considering a career in law, studying 
law is an exciting, yet challenging course 
that allows you to experience something 
new. 

During the course, you will study 6 
different topics, which include learning 
about how the legal system works, how 
laws are made, criminal law and human 
rights law. This course is 100% exam, 
which means you can fully immerse 
yourself in the subject, leading up to 3 
exams which would take place at the 
end of year 13.

Next steps
Are you interested in:

Becoming a legal executive, solicitor, 
barrister or judge?

A career in business or politics?

Studying a social sciences subject after 
6th form?

Topical and controversial debates?

Learning about something new and 
exciting?

Britain’s exit from the European Union - 
Brexit?

If any of these apply to you, then this is 
the subject for you.

Entry requirements:
Grade 5 in English Language or 
Literature and a grade 5 in a humanities 
subject.

How is it assessed?
The subject is assessed by three exams 
at the end of Year 13.
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Geography

The aim of the Geography is to excite 
your mind, challenge perceptions and 
stimulate investigation skills. It provides 
you with the knowledge, skills and 
enthusiasm that are sought by higher 
education and employers. 

Physical geography

In this topic you will study the major 
stores of water and carbon at or near 
the Earth’s surface and their impact 
on the world. You will also study how 
landscapes are developed by different 
processes, the diversity of coasts and 
their importance as human habitats.

In the optional topic you will study 
the lithosphere (Tectonics) and the 
atmosphere (Weather), explore the 
nature of these hazards, and the 
relationships between people and the 
environments they live in.

Human geography

In this topic you will study globalisation 
including the economic, political and 
social changes which have shaped 
the global economy of today. You will 

also study people’s engagement with 
places and their experience within 
them, how places are experienced and 
how they change and develop over 
time. In the optional topic you will study 
the relationships between physical 
geography and population; including 
the health and well-being of people, 
economic development and the role and 
impact of the natural environment. 

Next steps
Degrees in: Cultural Geography, 
Environmental Studies/Science, Politics, 
Urban Geography, Anthropology 

Job opportunities
Cartographer, Town planner/
Landscape architect, Financial analyst, 
Environmental consultant/Conservation 
officer, Social Researcher, Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) officer 

Entry requirements 
The entry requirements for A Level 
Geography is a Grade 5. 

Student case study
Callum Williams achieved an A grade at 
A Level Geography in 2018 alongside an 
A in History and an A* in Mathematics. 
He is now studying Geography at 
Durham University.

How is it assessed?
There will be two exams worth 80% 
of their overall grade, with students 
completing a Geographical Investigation 
(NEA) worth 20%. 
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History

History at A Level is a wonderful 
opportunity for enthusiastic, passionate 
and capable historians to expand their 
studies and explore new and exciting 
topics in History that they may have 
heard of but wish to learn more about. 
At Kenton we study 3 time periods.

The Tudors

In studying the Tudors, you will learn 
how some of the most significant 
monarchs in English History made huge 
changes to the way in which England 
was controlled and governed in the 
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries. You 
will learn about Henry VIII’s marriages 
and how his desperation for a male heir 
led to one of the key turning points in 
English History.

Italy and Fascism

In studying Italy, you will explore the 
problems facing Italy between 1900 and 
the end of the First World War and how 
this led to the rise of Fascism and the 
dictator Mussolini. You will learn how 
his time in power affected the people of 
Italy. 

American Civil Rights – The NEA

You will independently, plan and 
research your own investigation into the 
causes and effects of changes to Black 
American Civil Rights. With guidance 
you get to choose the question that you 
will study and independently produce an 
extended piece of writing, drawing your 
own conclusions based on your own 
research. 

Next steps
Degrees in: History, Law, Politics, 
Economics, Archaeology, American 
Studies, English, Languages

Job opportunities
Solicitor, Politician, Web content 
manager, Archaeologist, Archivist, 
Broadcast journalist, Civil Servant

Entry requirements 
The entry requirements for A Level 
History is a Grade 5.

Student case study
Kathryn achieved a B grade in A Level 
History and is now at York University 
completing a History degree. She also 
achieved an A in Media Studies and a B 
in English Language.

How is it assessed?
Students will sit 2 exams at the end of 
Year 13. Each exam is worth 40%. The 
NEA in Year 13 is worth 20% of the final 
grade.
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Maths

A Level Maths is a challenging subject 
for people who enjoy problem solving 
and who have an enquiring mind. A 
Level Maths is one of the most widely 
accepted and respected subject 
choices by universities and it is likely to 
enhance your options.

There are 3 different areas within the 2 
year course, Pure Maths, Statistics and 
Mechanics. The first part of Year 1 is an 
extension of the work covered at GCSE 
so strong Algebra skills are needed. 
Students interested in A Level Maths will 
be given tasks to complete to help with 
the transition from GCSE to A Level; this 
will allow students to progress quickly 
onto the A Level content in September.

Next steps 
Degrees that require A Level Maths: 
Actuarial Science, Engineering, 
Economics, Physics, Statistics, 
Mathematics

Degrees where A Level Maths would be 
useful: , Architecture, Biology, Computer 
Science, Geography, Law, Nursing and 
Midwifery, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy

Job Opportunities that involve A Level 
Maths: Accountant, Systems developer, 
Operational researcher, Software tester, 
Quantity surveyor

Entry requirements 
The entry requirements for A Level 
Maths is a Grade 7 at Higher GCSE. 
We will consider students who have a 
high Grade 6 but you must have strong 
Algebra skills. 

Student case study 
Ben Murray – Achieved an A* at GCSE 
Maths and an A at GCSE Further Maths, 
and then went on to complete A Level 
Maths with a grade A* and A Level 
Further Maths with a grade A. He is 
currently studying Maths at Newcastle 
University.

How is it assessed? 
A Level Maths is assessed by three 
exams which are all 2 hours long and 
count towards 33.33% of the final 
grade. All exams will be sat at the end of 
the Year 2 course in Year 13.
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Further Maths

The course consists of 4 units, 2 Core 
Pure Mathematics followed by 2 Further 
Mathematics Options from Statistics, 
Mechanics and Decision.

Why choose Further Maths?
In the Core Pure Maths element of the 
course, you will cover proof, complex 
numbers, matrices, further algebra 
and functions, further calculus, further 
vectors, polar coordinates, hyperbolic 
functions and differential equations. 

In the option choices, there will be 
further pure, further statistics, further 
mechanics and decision mathematics. 

Next steps
People with A Level Maths and Further 
Maths can go on to careers in finance, 
medicine, agriculture, accounting, 
engineering, forensics, business, 
teaching, IT, games development, 
programming, construction and 
astrophysics, as well as a lot more other 
career choices. 

Entry requirements
To be able to take A Level Further Maths 
you need to achieve at least a grade 8 
at Higher GCSE and be studying A Level 
Maths. 

How is it assessed?
There are 4 examinations which lasting 
1 hour 30 minutes each. Each paper will 
count towards 25% of the final grade 
and there will be 75 marks available 
on each paper.  There are 2 Core Pure 
Mathematics papers and two additional 
exams from the option choices. 
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Computer Science

Many university Computer Science 
courses assume little or no previous 
study in the field.  Completing an 
A-Level in Computer Science is however 
a massive head start and should be 
considered by anyone considering 
any degree in this area.  This course 
is suitable whether you are looking 
at a straightforward university course 
like Software Engineering or looking 
at a more directed course like Ethical 
Hacking or Computer Forensics. This 
would also be the perfect subject for 
anyone who enjoys the challenge of 
problem solving.

The course examines the important 
hardware and software concepts, the 
makeup of networks and the Internet, 
the methods used for storing data 
on digital devices, the ethical issues 
of Computer Science and of course, 
programming techniques and algorithms 
(in Python).

You will also have to undertake a project 
where you find a potential customer, 

assess their needs and then build (and 
test) an application based on their 
specific requirements.

This course is perfect for anyone who 
has already tried programming or 
just enjoys puzzles. It is also a good 
accompaniment for anyone looking 
to study Mathematics or any of the 
Sciences at A-level.

Next steps:
Degrees in:, Computer Science, 
Software Engineering, Game 
Engineering, Security & Resilience, 
Computer Forensics

Job opportunities in: Apprentice 
software developer, Apprentice 
web developer, Apprentice Network 
technician.

Entry requirements:
Computer Science at GCSE not 
essential but useful. Grade 4 for those 
who did., Grade 4+ for Maths and 
English.

Student Case study
Daniel Schuster went to Newcastle 
University to study Computer Science 
after gaining A Levels in Government 
and Politics, Geography, Physics and 
Computer Science.

How is it assessed?
Two exams are taken at the end of Year 
13 worth 80% and the coursework 
assignment takes up 20%.
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Media
A-level Media Studies is a qualification 
that combines academic, creative 
and technical skills.  It appeals most 
to students who are interested in the 
media products we consume, why we 
consume them, who produces them 
and what impact they have on us.  It is 
a chance to be creative and, unusually, 
to be rewarded for being creative.  It 
has been a very successful and popular 
subject at Kenton for a long time - we 
have had the best results for any subject 
with a written exam for the last three 
years.

On the course we acquire knowledge 
and understanding of how, for example, 
audiences are led to certain views 
on what makes a man or woman an 
attractive man or woman in a perfume 
advert?  In what ways are different 
ethnicities and races represented 
unfairly - how does that end up 
happening?  We spend a lot of time 
considering the social, political, cultural 
and historical contexts - how are these 
products representative of their time and 
place? 

You look at things like a hair cream 
advert for men from 1967, the Teen 
Vogue website, Men’s Health magazine, 
Michael Jackson’s ‘Billie Jean’ video and 
a whole lot of other treats.

Next Steps
We have had students go to university 
to study Screenwriting, TV Production, 
Film Production, Film Studies, Camera 
Operation, Media Software, Journalism, 
Video Game Design and Radio 
Broadcasting.  All of these are very 
vocational subjects to study at university 
and lead many of our graduates to 
work in Media and Design, the biggest 
growth industry in the country.  Many 
other students go on to study subjects 
such as English, History, Psychology, 
Sociology et al.

Entry requirements
Because it is an analytical course and 
involves you being interested in breaking 
products down, we want you to have a 
4 in either English.

Student case study. 
Lilith Allen is now in Edinburgh doing 
Film Studies having studied Media, 
Photography and English Language.

How is it assessed?
There are two exams which make up 
70% of the total grade, the remainder is 
made up from a controlled assessment 
taken in Year 13.
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We reserve the right to make changes to our delivery

Vocational 
Courses
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Engineering (double award)

This is an opportunity to access hands 
on experience for a qualification, 
equivalent to two A Levels that is 
based on engineering in the motor 
vehicle industry. The course is 
designed specifically to give students 
opportunities of hands on experience, 
as well as make them more attractive 
to employers by having a Level 3 
qualification.

This can create more options and 
different routes to become an engineer 
in a range of different disciplines. The 
course allows students to look at the 
business side, the mathematical side, 
the production side of the industry as 
well as designing and manufacturing 

elements for themselves.

Next Steps
BTEC National Diploma Certificates 
are the equivalent of 2 A levels and are 
valued by both employers and colleges 
and universities.

If you decide to go to a university or 
college you could take a Degree or 
BTEC Higher National Certificate in: 
Mechanical/Electrical Engineering, 
Manufacturing Engineering or 
Production Engineering

Job opportunities
Mechanical, Electrical or Civil 
Engineering, Production Engineering, 
Engineering Design And many more. 
Entry requirements
You will need to have at least one of 
the following; at least 3 GCSE’s at 
grade 5-6 including Mathematics and 
a  BTEC First Award in manufacturing 
Engineering to minimum MERIT grade 
or IMI Level 2 Service and Maintenance 
Engineering to MERIT level.

How is it assessed?
Unit 1 and Unit 3 are assessed 
externally through exam board set 
exam papers. All other Units are 
assessed internally through completion 
of assignments and externally verified 
through a portfolio of evidence for each 
unit.
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Health and Social Care
Health and Social Care refers to the 
different services and support that are 
offered to people throughout their lives. 
It combines elements of Psychology, 
Sociology, Biology, Nutrition, Law and 
Ethics. This course is vocational which 
means it will directly prepare you for 
a working role in the health and social 
care sector. We investigate the process 
of human growth and development 
throughout life, different factors that 
can influence development and how life 
events can change a person. We then 
examine roles and responsibilities of 
professionals, how to work effectively 
with patients and other professionals 
and the procedures and attitudes to 
care. In year 13, you also complete 
an optional module where we look at 
different physiological conditions and the 
impact they can have on a person.

Next steps
Studying Health and Social Care 
would prepare you for a wide variety of 
careers. Many of our previous students 
have gone on to study Nursing, Early 
Years Education or Social Work. 
However, this course would also 
prepare you well for any of the following: 
Biomedical Sciences, Mental Health 
careers, Youth worker, Police Officer, 
Health Visitor, Carer, Nutritionist

Entry requirements
A total of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
are required. This must include an 
English subject due to the coursework 

demands. If you have studied Health 
and Social Care previously you should 
have achieved a P2 or above.

Student case study
Megan Charlton studied Health and 
Social Care and used it to get a place 
on Child Nursing at York University

How is it assessed?
 In Year 12 you will complete an exam 
worth 25% and coursework worth 25%. 
In Year 13 you complete an exam worth 
33% and coursework worth 17%.

28



Business Studies Level 3 

Ever wondered how businesses 
work, why some brands are 
so successful, and how some 
companies make it to number 1 in 
their field? Or have you had ideas 
about a business of your own you 
want to start?

The business sector is expansive 
and exciting with many opportunities 
available across finance, HR, IT, 
marketing and public relations, media, 
and many more. If you like have a zest 
for hands-on learning, BTEC Nationals 
in Business are for you. Studying a 
BTEC in Business gives you the scope 
to develop a broader understanding of 
business organisations and practices, 
providing subject-specific skills and 
knowledge. Practical assignments set 
in real-life business scenarios help you 
learn on the job and build skills and 
behaviours which you’ll use whatever 
career you choose in the future.

Next steps
University -   You will be ready for a wide 
variety of degrees in the business sector 

including: Business Management BA 
(Hons), Business and Law BSc (Hons), 
Accounting and Business BA(Hons), 
International Business Management 
BSc (Hons), Business Enterprise BA 
(Hons), Music, Business and Innovation 
BA (Hons)

Job opportunities 
Employment opportunities could 
include: Chartered Management 
Accountant, Civil Service, Financial 
Manager, Management Consultant, 
Retail Manager, Human Resources, 
Marketing 

Entry requirements
You are expected to have qualifications 
at or equivalent to Level 2. You would 
be most likely to be accepted into the 
course if you have: 5 GCSEs at grade 
4 or above and BTEC qualification(s) at 
Level 2.

Student case study
Guarang Dhillon has excelled in his 
studies and is set to embark on the 
next stage of his education by applying 
to study Business Management and 
Marketing at university. 

How is it assessed?      

There are two externally assessed units 
and two internally assessed units.
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Peter Jones Foundation 
You’ll be taught all of the component 
parts for setting up your business, from 
market research and financial modelling 
to learning how to pitch your business 
to an investor. Over the course of the 
year, you’ll develop your entrepreneurial 
mindset as well as gaining the focus 
and know-how to guide you through 
the types of decisions that successful 
business people make every day.

What are the entry requirements?

You will be expected to have a minimum 
four GCSEs (grades D-G, including 
English and Maths) OR other equivalent 
level 1 qualifications at merit level or 
higher.

Next steps
Past graduates have chosen to: 
progress to Level 3 BTEC or Advanced 
Apprenticeship at the Academy, go on 
to another further education course, 
enter employment or start their own 
business. 

How will I be assessed?
100% coursework assessment. The 
course will last one academic year (with 
L3 either over one year or two following 
this)
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PE

Year 12 currently study the Cambridge 
Technical Award Level 3 in Sport and 
Physical activity. In year 12 you will 
learn about the body in sport through 
studying Anatomy and Physiology (unit 
1) and Sports development and how 
sports grow (unit 3). Both units are 
assessed externally through exams. 

In year 13 you will be assessed through 
coursework, the topics covered are; 
Fitness Testing and Fitness Training, Diet 
and Nutrition, Practical Sport or Injury 
Management.

The breakdown of the course is: 50% 
coursework and 50% exam which are 
assessed as Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Next steps
The course feeds perfectly in to most 
Physiotherapy & Sports and Exercise 
Science courses at Universities, 
Personal Training or just helping you 
have a broad balanced curriculum 
during Sixth Form at Kenton. 

Entry requirements
As it is a course equivalent to A Level 
standard then Level 3 extended answers 
are required, as is a detailed knowledge 
of the Human Anatomy.

Pass or above at NCFE level 2 Health 
and fitness or 3 or above GCSE PE if 
studied.

If you haven’t studied either of the above 
you can still do the course, we require 4 
or above at Science and English.
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Music Performance

This Level 3 qualification in Music is 
perfect for anyone wishing to further 
develop their musicianship, theory and 
performance skills and confidence.  
In developing your musicianship 
and performance skills you will work 
frequently as both a solo performer 
and in bands, simultaneously applying 
theoretical knowledge gained too. 

The course runs over two years and is 
the equivalent of one A-Level. For the 
first year of the course you will have the 
opportunity to gain experience across 
the full spectrum of music industry 
related activity. There will be an equal 
mix of performance and production 
units, as well as contextual work.

All students will be required to plan and 
realise projects with a specific market 
in mind, whether it be mainstream 
popular music genres, media based 
formats such as composition for 
moving image or producing recording 
work to a high professional standard. 
There will be many performance 
opportunities throughout the course, 
including performance for and with your 
classmates, workshop performances for 
Primary School students, involvement 
in Kenton’s termly concerts and annual 
performance opportunities at the O2 
Academy. 

Next Steps
Possible progression routes upon 
completion of the course :Leeds College 
of Music, Royal Northern College of 
Music, Brighton Music, Newcastle 
University, Newcastle College.

Job opportunities
Musical Performer, Session Musician, 
Song writer, Promoter, Music journalist

Student case study
Gareth Jenkins is currently studying 
Popular Music at Leeds College of 
Music after completing A Levels in 
Music Performance, History and English 
Literature.

How is it assessed? 
There are two internally assessed units, 
one external coursework and one 
external exam
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Performing Arts

This Level 3 qualification in Performing 
Arts is the perfect progression for 
anyone wishing to pursue their interest 
down any avenue of Performing 
Arts. From dancing, singing or acting 
on stage, to technical support, or 
creative roles such as choreographer, 
director, lighting and sound directors, 
composers, librettist or producer, this 
course will provide you with a wealth of 
experience in that role and how to work 
in the entertainment industry. 

The course runs over two years and is 
the equivalent of one A-Level. For the 

first year of the course you will have the 
opportunity to gain experience of group 
and ensemble work as well as a focus 
on developing your principle skill (acting, 
singing or dancing) for a performance.

All students will be required to perform 
and will have many opportunities to 
develop their skills and confidence in 
these areas through performances 
for lower school students, primary 
schools and involvement in the whole 
school productions. You will be able to 
access our singing lessons as well as 
workshops in all areas of performing arts 
throughout the 2 year course. 

Next Steps
Possible progression routes upon 
completion of the course: Guilford 
School of Acting, Manchester 
Metropolitan University School of 
Theatre, Italia Conti Academy of 
Performing Arts, Newcastle University, 
Newcastle College

Job opportunities 

Actor, Drama Therapist/Music Therapist, 
Dancer/Choreographer, Director/
Producer, Community arts worker

How is it assessed? 
There are four units, two of which are 
exams – one as a group and one as an 
individual.
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GCSE Resit English & Maths

Students who achieve a grade 3 or 
below in English and Maths at GCSE will 
have to continue with these subjects in 
Sixth Form.

Some students who were close to a 4 
may resit in November and receive their 
results in January.

The students are given 9 hours of 
curriculum time and these lessons are 
not optional, currently both the English 
and Maths resit progress grades are 
significantly above the national average.

All other students will resit in the June 
exam series in 2020.

We are fully committed to giving our 
students every opportunity to achieve 
this important milestone and increase 
their chances of accessing other 
qualifications.

For some students this can be used to 
support a three year Sixth Form process 
where their pathway may be supported 
by completing their resits in Year 12 
and then taking Level 3 qualifications in 
Years 13 and 14.
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Hair and Barbering

These qualifications are based on the 
National Occupational Standards. They 
are preparation for work qualifications 
which require learners to develop the 
skills and knowledge required in the hair 
industry. These qualifications provide 
progression opportunities for those 
with intentions of progressing into 
employment in a salon.

Kenton School has its own salon and 
this gives students the opportunity to 
bring in their own clients. This means 

that trialing techniques and showing 
creativity can be done, whilst preparing 
for the reality of meeting the demands 
of paying customers. It is crucial that 
students are aware that they will have 
to start using a model head to show 
their abilities, particularly in terms of 
the dexterity needed to cut hair with 
scissors. Students will use the same 
techniques as learnt in a salon with hair 
colouring and chemicals that need to be 
used safely.

Next steps
You could go straight into work as a 
qualified hairdresser or work in a salon 
to become a stylist. The course can also 
form a practical subject for students 
who wish to take it as part of a broad 
Level 3 programme. This could mean 
that it fits well for students who wish to 
study further a design or style course.

Entry requirements
Students will be expected to have 
completed a Level 2 course in Hair to 
at least a Merit standard, where that is 
not the case students will be expected 
to pass an initial practical assessment to 
show they have the abilities needed to 
be successful.

How is it assessed?
There are written assessments to be 
completed as well as an examination to 
pass as part of the course. Students will 
also have a practical assessment where 
an external examiner watches them 
meet the demands of a client.
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Construction

For students wanting a more hands on 
education, then Construction could be 
the course for you. It offers students the 
opportunity to prepare themselves for a 
possible career in several construction 
roles. You will also be prepared to be 
work place ready by being offered a 
CSC card which will mean that on 
completion of the course you will be 
cleared for health and safety checks 
before starting on site.

This course is delivered at Studio West 
as part of our academy partnership, 
students will have to make their own 
way to Studio West in the morning but 
will then be returned to Kenton School 
after the lessons by minibus.

Next steps
This course could lead to either a job 
role at the end of two years, or an 
apprenticeship that could be at a higher 
level due to studying at Level 3. There 
is also the opportunity to specialise later 
as an electrician, bricklayer or plumber.

Entry requirements
Students should have at least a grade 
3 in Maths and English, or should be 
prepared to take an initial assessment to 
check suitability for the course. 

How is it assessed?
Construction has coursework elements, 
all bar one are assessed internally and 
there is an examination to be sat at the 
end of the course.
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Extended Project 
We are delighted to offer the EPQ as a 
way of gaining additional credit during 
Sixth Form. This is designed to allow 
students to prove their own abilities 
as independent learners and produce 
their own personal project on a topic 
of interest. A lot of onus will be placed 
on the student to complete the task 
themselves, but they will have regular 
meetings with a nominated person 
who can support and guide them in 
completing the work.

The students’ can choose any topic 
that interests them, however it must 
be academically useful and related to 
their current course of study, or their 
future career. It takes the form of either 
a dissertation (5,000 words being the 
normal size) or a few other forms: a 
musical or dramatical composition, 
report or artefact, backed up with 
paperwork. It will be graded internally 
and then passed externally for 
moderation so that students will achieve 
a grade that carries some Level 3 points 
for UCAS applications, or for degree 
apprenticeships.

If you are someone with an English 
score of 5 or above and a plan to 
go to university this course could be 
something to consider. It is a significant 
undertaking for any student so should 
only be done if there is something that 
students feel they could align with their 
academic studies. Students that do 
not take another essay-based subject 
may choose this as it is attractive to 
universities.

Best of Both Worlds
We are delighted to announce that this 
year we are offering a limited number of 
places on a work and learn curriculum. 
For some students, taking three Level 
3 qualifications is not appropriate and, 
particularly for those taking vocational 
qualifications, the opportunity to access 
work placements may allow students to 
gain apprenticeships or work offers after 
completing their courses. We would 
aim that all students who are part of this 
pathway would take Business Studies to 
their equivalent level, this would then be 
matched with another subject. Where 
students do not want to take Business 
we will consider this on a case by case 
basis.

This pathway allows students to pick 
two Level 3 qualifications and study 
in school for three or three and a half 
days per week. On the other days 
students would be out of school on 
work placements, preferably in an 
industry or area that they would like to 
work in as a career. The benefits of this 
are that students would have a realistic 
experience of what that job role would 
involve, and the specific skills needed to 
be successful.

If this is something students are 
interested in then the first half term 
would be spent building CVs, going 
through an application process for the 
various placements available and then 
taking part in mock interviews with 
business staff. All of this is designed 
to increase the employability skills of 
our students, which they can put in to 
practice immediately.
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Kenton 
Alumni

We are building a data base of ex – students who 
attended Kenton Sixth Form. We keep our Alumni 

up to date with developments at Kenton School and 
sometimes ask them to come to school to speak to 

and / or work with our existing students. As the Alumni 
scheme grows, we are confident that more and more 
employment and training opportunities will become 

available for our students. 

If you are an ex – student who wishes to become 
involved in Kenton alumni, then please contact

 
Stephen.Ord@kenton.newcastle.sch.uk

40















47






