
 Tuesday 1st September 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are delighted to confirm your child has a place at Kenton School to study in Year 12. 

For reference, all previous letters and the reopening plan can be found at 

https://www.kenton.newcastle.sch.uk/copy-of-letters-for-parents 

Can I ask that you take the time with your child to sit and read all of the information together? We need to work 

in collaboration to support a return to full time education and the changes we have made to the school to 

ensure we are all as safe as possible. 

I must reiterate the measure we have put in place will be regularly reviewed. 

Since I last wrote the Government has issued new guidance regarding facial coverings. We have made the 

decision to ask that facial coverings are worn in all communal areas inside the building by both adults and 

students. We do not expect facial coverings to be worn in classrooms, however, we appreciate that some 

students with medical issues may feel more comfortable wearing a facial covering in the classroom.  

Can I ask that if your child has an exemption due to medical reasons for not being able to wear a facial covering 

you contact Ms Philson or Mr Ord as soon as possible and we will look to accommodate any special requests 

On arrival at school we will hand your child a Kenton School branded facial covering. This is washable and far 

sturdier than most facial coverings. You can purchase additional Kenton facial coverings from Top Class Uniforms 

I need to insist that facial coverings are either the Kenton School uniform facial coverings or an alternative that is 

plain in colour. Scarfs, snoods, visors are not acceptable. 

Please supply your child with a small plastic bag for storage when not in use and that your child knows how to put 

a facial covering on. Water fountains will no longer be available and students must bring their own bottled water. 

Other key points: 

 Parents and visitors cannot enter the school site without a prior appointment.   

 We strongly encourage students to walk or cycle to school. We would urge parents to avoid using the 

school carpark as a drop off or pick up point before or after school.  

 Current guidance stipulates that on public transport all students aged 11 and over must wear facial 

coverings for the journey except where an individual has exemptions for medical reasons.   

 Guidance also states pupils should sit in their own Year Group ‘bubbles’ on public transport 

 Please allow for additional time for students to access the site from 8.00am as in order to comply with 

social distancing students will have a specific gate with which to enter.  

Basic Equipment  

Please ensure that your child has a school bag and that they have their own folders for each subject. The school 

will provide resources for students, but a folder for each subject to separate notes would be appreciated. This is 

even more important now we face the repercussions of Covid 19 and try to avoid a second wave of infections. 

Your child will be provided with a student planner during their first form time lesson in September.  

 

SEND Support 

 

We will continue to offer a high degree of support to our SEND students, in line with the Government guidelines for 

schools.  Learning Support Assistants will work with our pupils but, to maintain the ‘school within a school’ model, 

https://www.kenton.newcastle.sch.uk/copy-of-letters-for-parents


 they will be assigned to year group bubbles to ensure staff and students stay safe.  The support we offer during 

unstructured social times will remain in place, with a quiet and supervised space available within each bubble for 

a restricted number of pupils.  These students will be issued with a pass upon their return to Kenton.  For students 

accessing SEND Transport, the drop off and pick up point will remain at the E0 entrance of the school.  From this 

point pupils will be directed around the perimeter of the school in order to access their year group area.  As with 

all provision at Kenton School going forward, the support being offered will be under continual review and 

adapted where necessary. 

 

Year 12 and 13 

To ensure all of the pupils are safe to return to school and that we are following the guidance set out by the 

government in grouping year groups in ‘bubbles’ and ensuring no contact with other year groups, we require 

year groups to use a specific gate to gain access to the school at the start of the school day.  Please remember 

pupils are not allowed onto the school site until 8am at this point they will be greeted at their gate by a member 

of the senior team and directed into their area. 

Year 12/13 are asked to enter by the Main Gate and straight into the Sports Café, where they need to remain until 

8.25.  There will be ample staff on this first day to supervise this.  But from day 2 onwards pupils need to be 

responsible for ensuring they use this gate between 8.00am and 8.20am, staff will be around to support this for the 

first few weeks until routines are established. Students who have independent study time in between their lessons 

will be in the ALC and North Hall, this will be a Post-16 only area. 

Pupils MUST access the school site from their specific gate and no pupils will be allowed into a different gate even 

if they have siblings in school. Each gate will be locked at 8.20 so it is crucial pupils are punctual. 

 

 

 

School Uniform  



 Students in Sixth Form do not have a specific uniform, however, we do expect a certain level of dress. It should 

be smart/casual for all of Post 16. This means that there should be no shorts, leggings or tracksuit trousers. This will 

be enforced, students not following it will not be entered into lessons. If a student has a practical subject that 

day, they should get changed both before and after that subject. We would also request that if it is something 

that would not be acceptable to be worn in a work environment, then it should not be worn in school.  

 

Any dress code issues will result in isolation we and would rather you worked with us to ensure your child has the 

correct dress. We would request that no offensive slogans etc are worn on clothing. 

 

Hair should be of a natural colour and should be cut in a sensible style. Apart from a stud in each ear and a 

wristwatch, the wearing of jewellery is not allowed and will be removed and confiscated. We cannot accept any 

liability for any loss or damage of confiscated items. Facial piercings are not allowed for health and safety reasons. 

False nails of any type are not allowed.  

Students who are not dressed appropriately should expect to be sent home if it is a repeat offence. We would 

rather work together with parents and students to avoid this. 

Year group return 

Year groups will return to school on the following days; 

Wednesday 9th September Year 7 

Thursday 10th September Year 7, Year 11 and Year 13 

Friday 11th September Year 7, Year 10, Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 

Monday 14th September Year 7, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 

Tuesday 15th September Year 7, Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 

 

Finally if you feel, as a parent or guardian, your child has a long term and acute health condition which may place 

them at additional risk on their return to school, we ask you contact the school where we can discuss a specific risk 

assessment based on their own risk assessment from medical professionals. 
 

To conclude, I have dearly missed all the Kenton students and I am looking forward to Kenton School coming back 

to life with your child and their learning. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Sarah Holmes-Carne 

 Principal  

 

 


