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We are delighted to present this 
brochure which sets out the options 
open to your child as they move 
from Year 9 to Year 10. It is always 
a challenge creating pathways 
for students with such diverse 
interests and a range of abilities in 
Kenton School. Nevertheless this 
brochure represents the compulsory 
curriculum we ask all students to 
follow as well as the options from 
which the students will choose.

Over the coming weeks we will be 
providing you and your child with 
opportunities to find out more about 
the options available to them.  You 
will have the opportunity to discuss 
the options with teachers at Year 9 
Parents Evening.  

As you will see there is a range of 
both academic and occupational 
studies which will offer students a 
smooth pathway through school.  
The curriculum is also devised to 
offer stepping stones into Post 16 
study with many courses offered 
at Level 2 (GCSE and equivalent) 
and extended into Level 3 (A Level 
and equivalent).  Kenton School’s 
Sixth Form is an excellent provision 
which has been recognised at 
both regional and national level for 
academic progress and vocational 
results. If you would like to ask 
any questions about our Post 
16 provision and the courses we 
offer from Year 12 onwards please 
contact Mr Ord (Head of Sixth 
Form) where he will be happy to 
answer your queries.

The Core Curriculum 
All students will study the core 
subjects of Mathematics, English, 
Science, and at least one of either 
History or Geography.  

Topics surrounding Citizenship, 
and Personal and Social Health 
Education are taught in form, 
through subject areas and during 
our Personal Development Days. 

We encourage as many of our 
students to take a creative art 
option as possible.  

Key Stage 4 Options 
We offer pathways in order to 
encourage students to take certain 
decisions for their future and to take 
responsibility for their own learning. 
Also, if they choose to do a subject, 
they are more likely to be motivated 
to want to study it. It will help them 
stay interested in learning and let 
them gain experience in making 
important decisions. 

History or Geography?

Students will elect one of these 
subjects to be the one they 
continue to GCSE level. Those 
students interested in studying them 
both can request to do so as part of 
the main option block choices.

Should I complete the EBACC?

We believe that any student who is 
capable of achieving at the highest 
level (that is, a range of GCSE 
grades 5 or better, followed by good 
‘A’ Level passes and the opportunity 
to study at university) could be 
seriously disadvantaged if he or she 
did not also have GCSE passes in 
all the ‘English Baccalaureate’ (or 
‘EBacc’) subjects.  The EBacc is 
made up of English, Mathematics, 
at least two Sciences, a Modern 
Foreign language (e.g. French) and 
either History or Geography.

Introduction from Principal 
and Vice Principal

Sarah Holmes-Carne 
Principal

Noel Stoddart 
Vice Principal
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This EBacc measure is important 
and as such, we will encourage 
students who we feel are capable 
to follow this pathway by selecting 
to continue studying French.  Our 
option blocks support this.

Trilogy Science or Triple 
Science?

Students identified by the Science 
Department as capable of studying 
separate sciences (normally those 
students who achieve 105 or 
higher in Maths at Key Stage 2) will 
be encouraged to choose Triple 
Science. Please liaise with your 
child’s Science teacher to gain 
advice on the appropriate Science 
pathway.

You can read more about the 
Option Blocks and choices each 
student must make on page 40.

Finding out the Facts 
You will almost certainly have a 
great number of questions which 
will need to be answered before 
informed decisions are made. 
What are my child’s interests and 
abilities? Which subjects would 
make the most of these? What will 
happen if there are more children 
than places? What courses and 
careers would/would not be open if 
these subjects were chosen? How 
will my child be prepared? How 
will parents/carers be involved? 
How will choices be checked 
and monitored? How will the final 
decision be made? 

We hope that the information in 
this brochure will help to inform a 
thoughtful selection of the most 
appropriate courses to set individual 
students on the path to a series 
of qualifications and success for 
the future. However, students 
should also remember that to 
achieve success at Key Stage 4 a 
positive attitude, sustained effort 
and a willingness to work hard are 
essential.  Please encourage your 
child to discuss their options with 
their teacher and form tutor.
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The choice you have is not entirely 
free. We believe it is very important 
that your child has a balanced 
curriculum in Years 10 and 11, i.e. 
a broad range of subjects which 
will offer a wide choice of Post 16 
courses, training or employment.

All students must study the 
following subjects to GCSE or 
equivalent:

• English Language and 
 English Literature

• Mathematics

• Science (Trilogy or Triple)

• History or Geography

In addition all students will continue 
to study:

• Religious Studies

Most students will continue to study

• A creative art option

The following subjects are studied 
but not examined:

• Life Skills, Personal, Social  
 and Health Education which  
 includes Economic Wellbeing  
 and Financial Capability and  
 Information, Advice and  
 Guidance which includes  
 careers education

• Physical Education

Compulsory Curriculum 
at Key Stage 4
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Courses are generally split between 
GCSE and BTEC or equivalent. 
GCSE courses tend to be more 
academic and examined almost 
wholly by a final set of examintions. 
BTECs have a vocational base to 
them and are tested mainly through 
coursework but all BTECs now have 
an examination element to them 
too.

What are GCSEs? 
GCSEs encourage students to 
follow a suitable course and have 
this recognised by a certificate 
which shows their level of 
achievement. Grades are awarded 
9 - 1 with 9 being the highest. 
Most employers will consider all 
grades when selecting students for 
employment but some employers 
and institutes such as universities 
and colleges of higher and further 
education might only be interested 
in grade 5 or above for certain 
courses. GCSEs will attempt 
to identify what students know, 
understand and can do. Students 
will not only be assessed by an 
examination, but also by course 
or project work, assignments 
or a ‘continuous’ assessment 
of student’s regular classroom 
activities. The GCSE examinations 
will take place in the summer term 
of Year 11. 

What are BTECs? 
A BTEC is a practical-based, 
vocational qualification. BTECs 
provide the opportunity to gain 
hands on experience in a field or 
subject.

All BTECs now have an externally 
set exam. However, many subjects 
contain coursework elements.

Progress 8 
Schools are judged on the progress 
their students make over 8 subjects. 
The students’ starting point will be 
taken from their SATs results in year 
6. Students will be expected to 
have made good or better progress 
over their 8 best results in year 11.  
The subjects that will mke up the 
Progress 8 measure are split into 3 
main groups:

Group 1

English

Maths

Group 2

3 subjects from

Science (two results can come from 
science eg. Trilogy and Triple)

A Modern Foreign Language

Geography or History

Computer Science

Group 3

All other qualifications that are 
offered in this brochure.

About the Courses
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Compulsory
Subjects

Compulsory
Subjects

Compulsory
Subjects
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How are the courses structured? 
Both English Language and English 
Literature consist of 2 examinations. 
Both subjects are linear and have 
no coursework elements. 

Paper 1

Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing.

1 hour 45 minutes – 50% of GCSE.

Section A

Reading – one literature fiction text 
– 4 structured questions.

Section B

Writing – one extended writing 
question – creating fiction – 
narrative/descriptive.

Paper 2

Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives 

1 hour 45 minutes – 50% of GCSE.

Section A

Reading – one non-fiction text 
and one literary non-fiction text 
(one 19th century, and one from 
either the 20th or 21st century.) – 4 
structured questions.

Section B – Writing – one extended 
writing question – writing to present 
a viewpoint – transactional.

Non-examination Assessment: 
Spoken Language

One presentation/speech, including 
responses to questions and 
feedback Achievement in Spoken 
Language will be reported as part of 
the qualification, but it will not form 
part of the final mark and grade.

GCSE English Language
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How are the courses structured? 
Both English Language and English 
Literature consist of 2 examinations. 
Both subjects are linear and have 
no coursework elements. 

Text Studied for English Literature 

• Romeo and Juliet 
by William Shakespeare

• The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde  
L. R Stevenson

Paper 1

Shakespeare and the 19th century 
novel 

1 hour 45 minutes – 40% of GCSE

Section A

Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet) – 
students will answer ONE question 
on the studied play. They will be 
required to write in detail about an 
extract from the play and then to 
write about the play as a whole.

Section B

The 19th century novel (The Strange 
Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde) - 

students will answer ONE question 
on the studied novel. They will be 
required to write in detail about an 
extract from the novel and then to 
write about the novel as a whole.

Paper 2

Modern texts and Poetry

2 hours 15 minutes – 60% of GCSE

Section A

Modern Texts (An Inspector Calls) 
– students will answer ONE essay 
question from a choice of two 
on their studied modern prose or 
drama text.

Section B

Poetry (Power & Conflict cluster) 
– students will answer ONE 
comparative question on one 
named poem printed on the paper 
and one other poem from the 
Power & Conflict cluster.

Section C

Unseen poetry – students will 
answer ONE question on one 
unseen poem and ONE question 
comparing this poem with a second 
unseen poem.

GCSE English Literature
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Syllabus 
Our main examination boards for 
GCSE Mathematics (Linear) are 
AQA and OCR. Mathematics GCSE 
is a two-tier assessment system. 
At Foundation level, grades 5 to 1 
are available and at Higher Level, 
grades 9 to 4 are possible. All 
students will sit Mathematics at the 
end of year 11.

Course Content and Assessment 
Students will sit three exams, each 
worth one third of the final marks.  
In one of the exams students will 
not be permitted to use a calculator.  
Calculator use is allowed in two of 
the exams.

All three papers cover the entire 
GCSE syllabus of :

• Number

• Algebra 

• Ratio, proportion and rates of 
change

• Geometry and measures

• Probability

• Statistics

Some questions are designed to 
assess problem solving and analysis 
skills, and others assess process 
and understanding skills. 

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course?

Mathematics is an essential 
qualification for many careers. 
To study at University a grade 5 
or above in GCSE mathematics 
is essential.  Many professional 
and technical vocations also 
specify a minimum of grade 5 at 
GCSE. The study of Mathematics 
is valuable and, in many cases, 
necessary for engineering, science 
and many branches of business. 
Mathematics plays a vital role in any 
financial career, including banking, 
accountancy and actuarial work. 

Mathematics at Kenton is a well-
respected and valued qualification. 
For students wishing to study A 
Level Maths a grade 7 is normally 
required at GCSE.

GCSE Mathematics
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Syllabus 
AQA 

What will I learn? 
The course is worth two GCSEs 
and covers the basic ideas in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics as 
well and exploring all three Sciences 
in more depth. This allows the 
students to study in detail some 
of the more advanced concepts in 
Science and how they are applied in 
every day life.

How will I be assessed? 
The course is entirely linear with a 
series of six exams that last 1 hour 
and 15 minutes each at the end of 
Year 11 (2 exam papers for each 
specialism). There is no assessed 
coursework but all students will be 
expected to experience a series 
of twelve compulsory experiments 
over the duration of the course. 
Questions relating to these 
experiments will be included in the 
end of course exams. This course is 
taught in eight lessons per fortnight

What can I study after this course? 
Science develops analytical skills 
which are valuable for an array 
of careers from health care to 
engineering. Students can progress 
onto A level courses in a range 
of subjects including science or 
psychology and then progress onto 
University study or further training. 
For students wishing to study A 
level Biology, Chemistry of Physics, 
grade 6s are required at GCSE

GCSE Trilogy Science
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This is only available to students for 
whom it has been recommended by 
their Science Teacher.

Syllabus 
AQA Science Suite:

Students will be awarded a GCSE 
in each of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 

What will I learn? 
By selecting Triple Science as an 
option you will get an additional 
five lesson of science a fortnight 
making a total of thirteen which will 
be split between Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. You study the same 
content as Trilogy Science but with 
added depth and range of topics. In 
addition to the content listed below, 
you will also need to experience 
and understand required practical 
investigations as part of this course 
and apply scientific skills to exam 
questions..

Biology

You will study a variety of human, 
animal and plant biology over the 
three years of the course. Areas 
covered include: Cells and organs, 
health and disease, nerves and 
hormones, life processes, ecology, 
and evolution. 

Chemistry

You will study aspects of physical, 
inorganic, and organic chemistry 
over the three years of the course. 
Areas covered include: Atoms and 
the periodic table, bonding and 
structure of compounds, rates of 
reaction, chemical synthesis, the 
Earth and its atmosphere, crude oil 
and its uses. 

Physics

You will study topics on all branches 
of physics over the three years of 
the course. Areas covered include: 
Waves and radiation, forces and 
motion, energy transfers and 
generation, circuits and electricity 
and space. 

How will I be assessed? 
Triple Science subjects are 
assessed by terminal examinations 
at the end of Year 11. There are 
2 papers for each of the sciences 
lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes each.

What can I study after this course? 
This course is intended for students 
who have a keen interest in 
scientific study. You will therefore 
have an excellent basis from 
which to study Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics at A Level as well as 
other popular courses such as 
Psychology. From there the sky is 
the limit! Past pupils have gone into 
the armed forces, onto apprentices 
or university all over the world. 
Science university courses include 
areas such as medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary science, engineering, and 
environmental science, to name a 
few.

GCSE Triple Science: 
Biology, Chemistry & Physics
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Which syllabus is studied? 
AQA Religious Studies A

What is the course content? 
The content covers two major world 
religions: Christianity and Islam; 
as well as studying four thematic 
modules. These involve looking at 
ethical issues and different reactions 
to these. Currently the topics we 
cover are: Crime and Punishment, 
Families and Relationships, Peace 
and Conflict as well as Attitudes to 
Life. 

How is the course structured? 
The course builds on the knowledge 
you have acquired during Key Stage 
3.  You will be moving on to look at 
Islam and then the ethical issues. 
You will be assessed at the end of 
Year 11 with two examinations both 
lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

The first exam will be on the two 
religions and their different beliefs 
and practices. 

The second exam will be on the 
four ethical issues and the different 
attitudes that people have to these 
topics. 

What can I use this course for? 
This course can be used towards 
many A Level courses and is 
desirable when considering any 
careers that involve looking at 
ethical situations such as Medicine 
etc. However, more commonly 
students will go on to study 
Government and Politics, Law, 
Sociology and a range of other 
subjects. The areas that we cover 
have wide cross-curricular links 
and provide students with a deeper 
understanding of the world and the 
people in it.  

GCSE RE
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All students will undertake Physical 
Education as a core subject for 
3 hours per fortnight. Students 
will follow a broad and balanced 
curriculum to develop competence 
to excel in physical activities. 
During KS4, our aim is to ensure 
our students are physically active 
for sustained periods of time, and 
engaged in competitive sports and 
activities, which develop personal 
fitness and promote an active, 
healthy lifestyle. 

Our high-quality physical education 
curriculum inspires students to 
succeed and excel in competitive 
sport and other physically-
demanding activities. We provide 
opportunities for students to 
become physically confident in a 
way which supports their health and 
fitness. Opportunities to compete 
in sport and other activities build 
character and help to embed values 
such as fairness and respect.

We listen to our students, and tailor 
our curriculum around their needs 
and likes. There is more opportunity 
to try new activities such as circuits, 
kettlebells and yoga, and develop 
personal fitness programmes in our 
fantastic fitness suite. Traditional 
favourites will also always be an 
option. 

Core Physical Education
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Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education (PSHEE) 
is designed to provide students 
with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding they need to lead 
confident, healthy and independent 
lives. 

The programme also incorporates 
aspects of Information, Advice and 
Guidance and Citizenship.  

The PSHEE Education programme 
at Kenton is delivered via a 
combination of specialist drop down 
days, form time, assemblies, the 
use of outside theatre groups and 
specialist agencies such as the local 
health authority and our own Health 
Improvement Specialist.

Topics covered include:

• personal and social skills

• Rrelationships and 
sex education.

• drugs and alcohol education

• emotional health and well-being

• financial capability

• careers education, including 
work experience

• enterprise

• community and society 

• current affairs.

PSHEE helps students understand 
how they are developing personally 
and socially through tackling many 
of the moral, social and cultural 
issues that are part of growing 
up.   It contributes to personal 
development by helping children 
and young people to build their 
personal identities, confidence and 
self-esteem, make career choices 
and understand what influences 
their decisions including financial 

ones. It enables them to recognise, 
accept and shape their identities, 
to understand and accommodate 
difference and change, to manage 
emotions and to communicate 
constructively in a variety of 
settings. 

Developing an understanding of 
themselves, empathy and the 
ability to work with others will help 
students to form and maintain good 
relationships, and better enjoy and 
manage their lives.

PSHEE supports a wide range 
of government initiatives and 
wider research has shown that 
knowledge, skills, and attributes 
that PSHE education develops 
are beneficial in the development 
of confident, resilient, responsible 
world citizens. The impact of 
effective PSHE education is proven 
to support positive outcomes and 
pupil attainment

PSHE and Personal Development
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Work-related learning is an 
important part of young people’s 
education across the curriculum 
and key to preparing them for their 
future careers, enabling them to 
develop the skills they need to 
become a valuable member of 
society.

Work-related learning benefits 
young people by: 
• enriching their education and  
 giving them a greater  
 understanding of the ‘world of  
 work’ which lies ahead of  
 them and the world around  
 them;

• helping them to develop the  
 employability skills that  
 employers want such as  
 teamwork, problem-solving and  
 communication skills, together  
 with numeracy, literacy and 
 ICT skills;

• helping them to think through  
 their learning options and career  
 choices;

• enabling them to challenge  
 stereotyping and make full use  
 of the choice and diversity of the  
 industry sectors;

• increasing the possibility that  
 they might be recruited in the  
 future by employers they come  
 into contact with – there have  
 been numerous cases of young  
 people accepting job offers from  
 employers they met through  
 work-related learning.

At present all students in Year 10 
participate in a one week Futures 
Week so they can learn more about 
the world of work.

The underlying aims of work-
related learning are: 
• develop the employability skills  
 of young people;

• provide young people with the  
 opportunity to ‘learn by doing’  
 and to learn from experts;

• raise standards of achievement  
 of students;

• increase the commitment to  
 learning, motivation and 
 self-confidence of students;

• encourage young people to stay  
 in education;

• enable young people to develop  
 career awareness and the  
 ability to benefit from impartial  
 and informed information, advice  
 and guidance;

• support young people’s ability  
 to apply knowledge,  
 understanding and skills;

• improve young people’s  
 understanding of the economy,  
 enterprise, finance and the  
 structure of business  
 organisations, and how 
 they work;

• encourage positive attitudes to  
 lifelong learning.

Work-related Learning 
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OptionsOptionsOptions
How do you decide what to 
choose? 

After reading this brochure, 
collecting information and seeking 
advice, decisions should be made. 
Remember that students should 
choose a subject or course which 
they have researched, they should 
consider:

• The content and the skills base

• Is it interesting?

• Is it relevant to their future plans?

• Whether their previous 
attainment indicates they should 
take that course

• The learning styles required

• The assessment methods

• Extra-curricular opportunities

Remember though, there is a limit 
to the number of rooms, equipment 
and teachers for some subjects. 
For this reason we will ask you to 
tell us of alternative choices from 
your first choices. We will do our 
best to ensure that students are 
offered their first choices. However, 
students may not be able to follow 
their first choices in every case. All 
courses are offered provided that 
there are viable group sizes. 

General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (GCSE)

GCSEs are the main examinations 
taken by UK students to complete 
the first stage of secondary or high 
school education.

There is a broad and exciting range 
of GCSE subjects to choose from. 
Some subjects at this level are 
compulsory and others optional.

Depending on which subjects 
you choose, students will receive 
lessons taught in the classroom or 
laboratory. In some cases you’ll also 
take part in educational field trips.

Students will be expected 
to complete homework and 
independent or group research 
projects. To ensure that students 
are making progress, regular testing 
is also a feature of most GCSE 
programmes.

BTEC 

A BTEC course is a practical, 
work-related course. Students 
learn by completing projects and 
assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations, 
activities and demands.

It introduces students to the 
employment area they may choose 
and provides a good basis to go on 
to a more advanced work-related 
qualification.

The course is made up of a 
combination of mandatory/
core units that everyone takes 
and optional units. The optional 
units enable students to study a 
particular area in more depth.
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Art and Design provides 
students with a wide range of 
creative, exciting and stimulating 
opportunities to explore their 
interests in ways that are 
both personally relevant and 
developmental in nature.

This course enables students to 
develop their ability to actively 
engage in the processes of Art 
and Design - to build creative skills 
through learning and doing, to 
develop imaginative and intuitive 
ways of working and develop 
knowledge and understanding of 
media, materials and technologies 
in historical and contemporary 
contexts, societies and cultures.

        

Component 1: Portfolio  
The Portfolio consists of a sustained 
project developed in response to 
a subject, theme, task or brief. 
The Portfolio will evidence the 
journey from initial engagement 
with an idea(s) to the realisation of 
intentions. This will give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate, through 
an extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/or 
understanding from across their 
course of study.

It will also be supplemented 
by a selection of further work 
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-
based workshops; mini and/or 
foundation projects; responses to 
gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken.

Component 2: 
Externally set assignment 
AQA will provide a separate 
externally set assignment with 
seven different starting points. 
Students must select and respond 
to one starting point from their 
chosen title. The externally 
set assignment will provide 
students with the opportunity 
to demonstrate, through an 
extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/
or understanding in response to 
their selected starting point to their 
realisation of intentions in the 10 
hours of supervised time.

How is the course assessed?

Component 1

Portfolio of Work (Controlled 
Assessment) 60% 

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment 40%

GCSE Art, Craft & Design
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Students will produce practical 
outcomes informed by critical and 
contextual sources in response to 
project briefs that are specifically 
design orientated in nature with 
content reflecting work-related 
and client-orientated contexts. 
Students can work in two and/or 
three-dimensions using appropriate 
graphic art media, techniques and 
processes, including both traditional 
and new technologies to convey 
information, ideas, meaning and 
emotions.This course involves 
applying your artwork to a brief 
which serves a particular purpose 
eg. 

Communication graphics

Design for print

Advertising and branding

Illustration

Package design

Typography

Exhibition graphics  

Component 1: Portfolio  
The Portfolio consists of a sustained 
project developed in response to 
a subject, theme, task or brief. 
The Portfolio will evidence the 
journey from initial engagement 
with an idea(s) to the realisation of 
intentions. This will give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate, through 
an extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/or 
understanding from across their 
course of study.

It will also be supplemented 
by a selection of further work 
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-
based workshops; mini and/or 
foundation projects; responses to 
gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken.

Component 2: 
Externally set assignment 
AQA will provide a separate 
externally set assignment with 
seven different starting points. 
Students must select and respond 
to one starting point from their 
chosen title. The externally 
set assignment will provide 
students with the opportunity 
to demonstrate, through an 
extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/
or understanding in response to 
their selected starting point to their 
realisation of intentions in the 10 
hours of supervised time.

How is the course assessed? 
Component 1

Portfolio of Work (Controlled 
Assessment) 60%

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment 40%

GCSE Graphic Communication
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Students will produce work using 
appropriate 3D art, craft and design 
materials and working methods. 
Student’s practical outcomes are 
informed by critical and contextual 
sources, working in two and three 
dimensions using appropriate 
techniques. This course is based 
on studying the work of other artists 
and crafts people and then using 
what you have learned to help make 
ceramic pieces that reflect your 
understanding. Along with working 
in clay you will also produce 
drawings and painted studies that 
support your work.

Component 1: Portfolio  
The Portfolio consists of a sustained 
project developed in response to 
a subject, theme, task or brief. 
The Portfolio will evidence the 
journey from initial engagement 
with an idea(s) to the realisation of 
intentions. This will give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate, through 
an extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/or 
understanding from across their 
course of study. 

It will also be supplemented 
by a selection of further work 
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-
based workshops; mini and/or 
foundation projects; responses to 
gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken.

Component 2: 
Externally set assignment 
AQA will provide a separate 
externally set assignment with 
seven different starting points. 
Students must select and respond 
to one starting point from their 
chosen title. The externally 
set assignment will provide 
students with the opportunity 
to demonstrate, through an 
extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/
or understanding in response to 
their selected starting point to their 
realisation of intentions in the 10 
hours of supervised time.

How is the course assessed? 
Component 1

Portfolio of Work 
(Controlled Assessment) 60%

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment 40%

GCSE Three Dimensional Design 
(Ceramics)
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Photography will provide 
students with creative, exciting 
and stimulating opportunities to 
produce images using light-sensitive 
materials such as photographic film, 
or digital methods of development 
and production to create static or 
moving images. Students will have 
the opportunity to produce work 
in one or more of these areas: 
Portraiture, location photography, 
studio photography, experimental 
imagery, installation, documentary 
photography, photo-journalism, 
moving image: film, video and 
animation, fashion photography. 

Photography is a practical course 
with elements of written work and 
will involve drawing – an exam 
board requirement. Students 
will study the work of a range of 
Photographers and Artists and learn 
how to analyse and describe their 
work. Students will also learn how 
to use digital and 35mm cameras 
and explore a range of traditional 
and experimental techniques and 
learn to use shutter speed and 
aperture effectively. Students’ 
written and practical work is 
assessed and marks are awarded 
based on the clarity of written work 
and the creativity and technical 
competence of practical work.

Component 1: Portfolio 

The Portfolio consists of a sustained 
project developed in response to 
a subject, theme, task or brief. 
The Portfolio will evidence the 
journey from initial engagement 
with an idea(s) to the realisation of 
intentions. This will give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate, through 
an extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/or 
understanding from across their 
course of study.

It will also be supplemented 
by a selection of further work 
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-
based workshops; mini and/or 
foundation projects; responses to 
gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment

AQA will provide a separate 
externally set assignment with 
seven different starting points. 
Students must select and respond 
to one starting point from their 
chosen title. The externally 
set assignment will provide 
students with the opportunity 
to demonstrate, through an 
extended creative response, their 
ability to draw together different 
areas of knowledge, skills and/
or understanding in response to 
their selected starting point to their 
realisation of intentions in the 10 
hours of supervised time.

How is the course assessed?

Component 1

Portfolio of Work (Controlled 
Assessment) 60%

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment 40%

GCSE Photography
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What will l study in Textiles? 
In this course you will produce 
practical / sketchbook work 
and you will create a range of 
contemporary textile items in one or 
more area(s) including 

• Fashion and/or costume 
• Printed and/or dyed materials 
• Domestic textiles 
• Constructed and/or 
 applied textiles 
• Constructed and/or stitched  
 and/or embellished textiles.

You will demonstrate practical skills 
in your chosen areas of study within 
Fashion and Textiles.

You will gain knowledge and 
understanding of:

• how ideas, feelings and  
 meanings are conveyed in  
 images, artefacts and products  
 in your chosen area(s) of study in  
 Fashion and Textile Design 
• a range of art, craft and design  
 processes including two and/or  
 three dimensions and traditional  
 and new media technologies 
• a variety of approaches,  
 methods and intentions of  
 contemporary and historical  
 artists, designers from different  
 cultures and their contribution to  
 continuity and change in society  
 in their chosen area(s) of study  
 within Fashion and Textile Design

Component 1: Portfolio 

…

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment

…

How is the course assessed?

Component 1

Portfolio of Work (Controlled 
Assessment) 60%

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment 40%

GCSE Textiles
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Course Content 
This course is designed to enable 
students to develop a critical 
understanding of the role of 
television, film, radio, pop music, 
newspapers and magazines in 
society and allow students to create 
their own media products. An 
important feature of the course is 
the relationship between theory and 
practical work. 

Component 1: 
Exploring the Media

Written examination: 1 hour 30 
minutes / 40% of qualification 

Section A: Exploring Media 
Language and Representation 

This section assesses media 
language and representation. 

Media language is the set of 
techniques a product uses to pack 
meaning into a product in a way 
that attracts, informs and excites 
us.  Representation is the coding 
of meanings about people, places 
and beliefs.  It can be fair and unfair, 
accurate and inaccurate.  We will 
consider why! 

Section B: Exploring Media 
Industries and Audiences

This section assesses two of 
the following media forms: film, 
newspapers, radio, video games.

It includes one stepped question on 
media industries and one stepped 
question on audiences. 

Media Industries are the 
organisations that generate and 
regulate media products.  Do they 
do a good job?  We will question 
that!  Audiences are fundamental 
to media products.  If there were 
no audiences, there would be no 
media products.  How can we 
tell the likely age range, gender, 
social class, interests and cultural 
experiences of audiences from 
their media consumption?  We will 
investigate that! 

Component 2: Understanding 
Media Forms and Products

written examination: 1 hour 30 
minutes  / 30% of qualification 

Section A: Television (Crime 
Drama or Sitcom)

Section B: Music (music videos 
and online media) 

This component assesses all areas 
of the theoretical framework and 
contexts of the media in relation to 
television and music. 

Theories and contexts are really 
important to our understanding of 
the media.  The more we consider 
why audiences behave in certain 
ways and what they are getting 
from media products, the more we 
understand them.  That is Audience 
Theory.   How that is changed by 
where they come from, who they 
are and what they experience is 
Context. 

Component 3: Creating Media 
Products

Non-exam assessment / 30% of 
qualification. 

An individual media production 
for an intended audience in 
response to a choice of briefs set 
by the examination board, applying 
knowledge and understanding of 
media language and representation. 

Examples of these include creating 
a new magazine or website, a 
music video, a sequence from a TV 
show or print-based marketing for a 
new film. 

Students really enjoy the creative 
work involved in Creating Media 
Products.  You have the opportunity 
to create something excellent at 
school that contributes 30% of your 
final grade!

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course? 
Having completed a GCSE 
Media course there could be an 
opportunity to develop skills and 
knowledge further by taking AS/ A2 
Media Studies.  We have sent very 
many of our students to University 
to specialise in TV Production, Film-
Making and Media-related courses 
in recent years.

GCSE Media Studies
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Course content and assessment

The course gives students the 
opportunity to explore real business 
issues and how businesses work. 
Topics studied include: Business 
in the real world; Influences on 
business; Business operations; 
Human resources; Marketing; 
Finance.

Students will consider the practical 
application of business concepts. 
The units provide opportunities 
to explore theories and concepts 
in the most relevant way, through 
the context of events in the 
business and economic world. The 
knowledge and skills gained from 
this specification will provide your 
students with a firm foundation for 
further study.

Paper 1: Influences of 
operations and HRM  on 
business activity

This paper assesses Businesses in 
the real world and influences as well 
as business operations and human 
resources.

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

90 marks / 50% Subject content

Paper 2 : Influences of marketing 
and finance on business activity.

This paper assesses Businesses in 
the real world and influences as well 
as marketing and finance

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

90 marks / 50% Subject content

Progression and career 
opportunities.

The GCSE Business studies course 
is a good foundation and provides 
the knowledge, understanding, skills 
for Level 2 learners to progress 
to: A Levels, level 3 vocational 
qualifications, apprenticeships and 
traineeships.  

GCSE Business Studies
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What is GCSE Computer Science?

GCSE Computer Science 
gives students a real, in-depth 
understanding of the complex 
nature of computing technology. 
Using mathematical and logical 
processes, the subject offers an 
insight into what goes on ‘behind 
the scenes’ including writing 
computer programs and exploring 
what happens with those programs 
inside a digital device. The course 
focuses on the development of 
students’ problem solving skills. 

Students will:

• Develop their understanding 
of current and emerging 
technologies

• Look at the use of algorithms in 
computer programs

• Develop computer programs to 
solve problems

• Evaluate the effectiveness of 
computer programs/solutions 
and the impact of computer 
technology in society 

What are the entry requirements?

Level 5+ in Maths/English from KS3. 
Having studied Computer Science 
at KS3 is helpful but not essential. 

What is the course structure?

The course comprises 2 
components:

• Computer systems

• Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming

What will I study?

Computer systems:

• Systems Architecture

• Memory & storage

• Wired and wireless networks

• Network topologies, protocols 
and layers

• System security

• Systems software

• Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental concerns 

• Data representation 

Computational thinking, algorithms 
and programming:

• Algorithms

• Programming techniques

• Producing robust programs

• Computational logic

• Translators and programming 
tools

How is the course assessed?

Computer systems: 

Written paper, 50% of total GCSE 

Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming: 

Written paper, 50% of total GCSE

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course?

GCSE Computing Science 
provides the skills and techniques 
for students to pursue a career in 
Computer Science or undertake any 
Level 3 ICT/Computing course.

GCSE Computer Science
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Syllabus/Exam Board/Level 
AQA GCSE Geography.

This course can form part of the 
English Baccalaureate.

What is the course structure?

This course contains the following 
topics:

• Coasts 
• Rivers 
• Urban Challenges 
• Eco Systems 
• Economic World 
• Natural Hazards 
• Fieldwork 
• Resource Management

Students will investigate a 
geographical topic in the field and 
produce an investigation under 
examination conditions at the end of 
the course.

How is the course assessed? 
Three examinations:

Paper 1 - Physical Geography

Paper 2 - Human Geography

Paper 3 - Skills and Fieldwork

What will I learn? 
Geography stimulates an 
interest and a sense of wonder 
about people, places and the 
environment. It is a valuable subject 
that will help students to make more 
sense of a complex and dynamically 
changing world – changes that 
could one day affect you as well as 
others. 

Geography is a very practical 
subject, with the opportunities to 
learn new skills such as modern 
computer based mapping (called 
GIS), map skills, interpreting 
photographs, fieldwork skills, 
presenting, enquiry, role play and 
debating techniques. Fieldwork, 
and work which takes place outside 
of the classroom, is an important 
part to the subject of geography. 
Fieldwork opportunities allow 
students to enhance and develop 
understanding of the topics that 
they have learnt about in class. This 
will allow them to see things from a 
new perspective and of course have 
fun.

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course? 
It is a solid academic subject and 
well respected by universities 
and employers alike. Geography 
provides the opportunity to pursue 
a broad range of careers, including 
Environmental and Scientific 
Research, Planning, Leisure and 
Tourism, Landscape Architecture 
and Management, International 
Charities, Teaching and many more 
areas. 

Geography allows you to find a 
career that is right for you and 
develop those important life skills 
that can adapt to all walks of life. 

GCSE Geography
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Syllabus/Exam Board/Level 
We are teaching the new AQA 
GCSE History specification (8145). 
History GCSE can form part of the 
English Baccalaureate. 

What are the entry requirements? 
Students should have enjoyed and 
understood the materials used in 
Key Stage 3. The course is best 
suited to students who have strong 
literacy skills who enjoy reading and 
writing. 

What is the Course Structure? 
The course has 4 units covering a 
wide range of topics: 

• AD America, 1920-1973: 
Opportunity and Inequality

• Conflict and tension, 1894–1918 
(The First World War) 

• Britain: Health and the people: 
c1000 to the present day 

• Norman England, c1066–c1100

What will I study? 
Students will begin Year 10 
studying with AD America, 1920-
1973: Opportunity and Inequality. 
This period study focuses on the 
development of America during a 
turbulent half century of change. 
It was a period of expansion and 
consolidation – the expansion to 
the west and consolidation of the 
United States. Students will study 
the political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects of these two 
developments and the role of key 
individuals and groups that shaped 
change. 

In Year 10 students will also develop 
a greater overview of History by 
studying Britain: The Health of the 
people c1000AD to the present 
day. Students will get a fantastic 
opportunity to see how Britain has 
changed in the last millennium 
by studying changes in health 
care. Students will study how, the 
treatment of illness, public health, 
and surgical procedures have 
changed. They will learn this by 
exploring the reasons for change 
and assessing which factors were 
the most important; individual 
genius, war, science and technology 
or just luck that resulted in better 
health care in the 21st Century? 

Moving year 11 students will study 
Conflict and tension, 1894–1918 
(The First World War). This wider 
world depth study enables students 
to understand the complex and 
diverse interests of the Great 
Powers and other states. It 
focuses on the causes, nature 
and conclusion of the First World 
War and seeks to show how and 
why conflict occurred, and why it 
proved difficult to bring the war to a 
conclusion. 

In Year 11 students will also study 
the Norman world in depth. They 
will learn about a time when 
England was invaded, and William 
the Conqueror and his heirs looked 
to control and change the country. 
As part of this you will complete a 
study of Norman architecture and 
will visit a historical site to gain a 

better understanding of the key 
features of this period.

How is the course assessed? 
The new GCSE history course is 
assessed entirely through 2 exams 
at the end of Year 11. Both exams 
last 2 hours. 

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course? 
History is accepted as a great 
academic qualification by a wide 
range of employers as it shows 
research and communication 
skills, as well as an ability to 
consider a problem from more 
than one point of view. The study 
of history develops the ability to 
use evidence and to construct 
powerful arguments. As a result, it 
is unsurprising that many lawyers, 
accountants, and journalists studied 
history. This course will have links to 
regional development, tourism and 
heritage, but is also a good general 
qualification that enables you to 
keep your options open for further 
study at the next key stage.

GCSE History
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Studying GCSE French alongside 
our core curriculum and your 
science choices means you will 
qualify for the English Baccalaureate 
Certificate. 

A language will always be useful 
no matter what you do, and being 
able to speak a language will make 
you stand out in business. It’s a real 
achievement that employers will 
value.

In class, you get to study a wide 
range of topics all about different 
people and cultures, not just how 
to speak. You will, watch films 
and listen to songs in their native 
language - and understand them 
too. Learning languages really 
improves your communication skills 
too- it’s impressive to be able to 
speak a foreign language.

Although some students will 
continue to study languages at A 
Level, a  GCSE in French is a real 
boost to any application form you 
fill in. 

Syllabus/Exam Board/Level

AQA GCSE

What is the course structure?

The course continues the work 
begun in Key Stage 3 on the 
acquisition of the four skills: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. By covering a wider range 
of topic areas in greater depth 
students are taught to expand their 
vocabulary and understanding of 
grammatical structures with the aim 
of using the language effectively 
and creatively for the purposes of 
practical communication.

What topics will I study?

Identity and Culture:

• Free time activities 

•  Shopping, money, fashion and 
trends 

• Advantages & disadvantages of 
new technology 

• Relationships and Choices 

• Future plans regarding: 
marriage/partnership 

• Customs and Traditions

Local, National and Global Areas 
of interest:

•  Social issues and equality

•  Holidays

•  What to see and getting around

•  Home and Local Area

• Special occasions celebrated in 
the home 

• Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles 
and their consequences 

• Current problems facing the 
planet 

• Being environmentally friendly 
within the home and local area 

Current and Future Study and 
Employment

• My Studies 

• Pressures and Problems 

• Looking for and getting a job

• Advantages and disadvantages 
of different jobs 

• Progression and Career

Progression and career 
opportunities.

You may go on to study ‘AS’ and 
‘A2’ Level French or Spanish 
at Sixth Form, if you achieve a 
minimum ‘B’ grade at GCSE. The 
study of a language at higher level is 
a valuable qualification for university 
entry.

What could I do at the end of the 
course?

There will be a range of 
opportunities open to you, where 
you can continue to use and 
further develop your language skills 
and knowledge of contemporary 
society. Some students choose to 
do degree courses in languages; 
others choose to pursue a higher 
education course in another 
subject, but choose a language 
option along side it. Having a 
language at AS or Advanced GCE 
will improve your employability, in 
particular with companies which 
have international branches. 
Whether you are interested in 
continuing your studies or working 
at home or abroad, a language 
course at AS or Advanced GCE is 
an excellent step towards achieving 
your goals.   

GCSE French
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What is the Course Content? 
The course, builds upon prior 
learning at Key Stage 3 with a 
60% theory and 40% practical 
breakdown (2 Units), equivalent to 
1 GCSE.

A passion for Sport and Physical 
Education is essential. However 
the course is heavily weighted to 
theory content so the majority of 
lessons will be in a classroom.

During the two-year course 
students should become 
increasingly physically competent 
through being actively engaged in a 
range of physical activities (core PE 
lessons will be used to collect the 
practical grades). 

Students will also develop their 
ability to engage independently and 
successfully in the processes of 
different types of physical activity 
and maintain their involvement in 
physical activity as part of a healthy 
active lifestyle.

How will the Course be Assessed? 
Paper 1 
The human body and movement 
in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed: 
• Applied anatomy and physiology 
• Movement analysis 
• Physical training 
• Use of data

How it’s assessed: 
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
• 78 marks 
• 30% of GCSE

Paper 2 
Socio-cultural influences and 
well-being in physical activity 
and sport

What’s assessed: 
• Sports psychology 
• Socio-cultural influences 
• Health, fitness and well-being 
• Use of data

How it’s assessed: 
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
• 78 marks 
• 30% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment 
Practical performance in 
physical activity and sport

What’s assessed: 
• Practical performance in three 

different physical activities in the role 
of player/performer (one in a team 
activity, one in an individual activity 
and a third in either a team or in an 
individual activity). 
• Analysis and evaluation of 
performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity.

How it’s assessed; 
• Assessed by teachers 
• Moderated by AQA 
• 100 marks 
• 40% of GCSE

Progression and career 
opportunities. What can I do at the 
end of the course? 
The content of this GCSE Physical 
Education specification is designed 
to enable students to enjoy and 
understand the benefits of living 
a healthy and active lifestyle. 
The qualification will give you 
the knowledge, understanding 
and competency needed when 
considering entering employment 
in the sport sector. You will gain 
a grounding in the essential skills 
and broad fundamentals crucial to 
this area of study which will provide 
a route to further study such as 
A levels and/or Diplomas, and to 
Higher Education in PE as well as to 
related career opportunities.

GSCE Physical Education
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This course is only available to 
those students studying for the 
higher Maths GCSE. 

Syllabus

Edexcel Statistics (Higher Tier) 

How is the course structured?

You have already studied methods 
of data collection, representation 
and analysis in year 7, 8 and 9. In 
GCSE statistics you will have five 
lessons per fortnight where you will 
study areas such as Histograms, 
Averages and Correlation in more 
depth as well as exploring new 
content such as Normal Distribution 
and Spearman’s Rank. 

What will I learn? 

Throughout the course you will learn 
how to plan, conduct and analyse 
a statistical investigation using the 
statistical enquiry cycle. You will 
study areas such as Histograms, 
Averages and Correlation in 
more depth as well as exploring 
new content such as Normal 
and Binomial Distributions and 
Spearman’s Rank. 

How will I be assessed?

You will complete two papers in the 
Summer Term of year 11.  Each 
paper is worth 50% of your final 
grade. 

Both papers will assess all Statistics 
content and will include questions 
on statistical methods, familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts and the 
component parts of the statistical 
enquiry cycle. 

Both papers contain short 
response, medium response and 
extended response questions 

What can I study after this course? 

Students can progress from this 
qualification to: 

• GCE AS or A Level Mathematics 
and GCE AS or A Level Further 
Mathematics 

• Level 3 qualifications, such as 
GCE in Biology, Economics, 
Geography, Psychology and 
Sociology, and vocational 
qualifications such as a BTEC in 
Business 

• Training and employment 
where quantitative methods 
are used e.g. Financial Risk 
Analyst, Actuary and Operational 
Researcher 

GCSE Statistics (Higher)
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Overview

Cambridge National in Engineering 
Design helps students understand 
the processes of engineering design 
and how market requirements 
inform client briefs. Through 
practical activities they develop skills 
in computer modelling and model 
making and how to communicate 
design ideas effectively.

Assessment Structure 

This qualification is modular and 
is split into four units. One is an 
externally assessed exam (R105) 
and the other three (R106, R107 & 
R108) are internally assessed – All 
worth 25% each. 

What will I study?

R105: Design briefs & 
specifications 

Students explore the requirements 
of design briefs and specifications 
for the development of new 
products and how consumer 
requirements and market 
opportunities inform these briefs. 

R106: Product analysis and 
research

Students find out how to perform 
effective product analysis through 
both research and practical 
experience of product assembly 
and disassembly procedures. 

R107: Developing and 
presenting engineering designs

Students develop their knowledge 
and skills in communicating 2D and 
3D design ideas, including effective 
annotation and labelling. They use 
detailed hand rendering as well 
as computer-based presentation 
techniques and computer-aided 
design (CAD) software.

R108: 3D design realisation

Students produce a model 
prototype and test design ideas 
in a practical context. They 
evaluate the prototype against the 
product specification and consider 
potential improvements to features, 
function, materials, aesthetics and 
ergonomics in the final product

Progression 

Students will develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding 
through these qualifications 
which are relevant to both work 
and further study. It will support 
progression into employment 
through work-placed or college 
based Apprenticeships in 
areas such as Engineering and 
Manufacturing. It will also support 
students progressing to A Levels 
such as Design & Technology 
or to Cambridge Technicals in 
Engineering or other Further 
Education courses. 

Engineering Design 
Level 1-2 Award
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What is the course structure?

The course is a 3 Component 
course consisting of 2 mandatory 
internally assessed units and 
1 externally set controlled 
assessment. 

External Units carry an externally 
set exam where learners must 
complete and achieve at pass grade 
or above. Learners must complete 
all mandatory internal units using 
internally assessed assignments.

What are the entry requirements?

You will need to have one or more 
of the following.

• A keen interest in Engineering.

• Experience of Engineering 
projects from key stage 3.

What will I study?

It is important to embrace the 
wide variety of roles available to 
you when embarking on a career 
in Engineering – this course is 
designed to give you a flavour of 
many of the diverse disciplines on 
offer.

Here is a description of the units 
you will study:-

Component 1 – LAA - Exploring 
Engineering Sectors and Design 
Applications. You will be studying 
the opportunity to discuss your 
prospects and the thoughts you 
have about a career choice in 
engineering. You will manufacture 
a tool box as an example of your 
skills.

Component 2 – LAB - Investigating 
an Engineering Project. You will 
be working to compile information 
about one of the products sold in 
a bicycle repair shop. The Shop 
Manager wants you to study 
an assembly drawing and the 
detailed drawings that go with the 
assembly drawing, so that you can 
manufacture an engineered tool to 
demonstrate your machining skills

There will be the opportunity to visit 
Engineering/MV establishments to 
complement your studies whilst 

gaining actual Engineering/MV work 
placed experiences in an industrial 
setting.

How is the course assessed?

Component 1 and 2 are assessed 
internally through completion of 
assignments and externally verified 
through a portfolio of evidence for 
each unit.

What can I do at the end of the 
course?

BTEC Tech Award in Engineering 
is valued by both employers and 
further education establishments 
such as colleges and 6th form.

Employment destinations include:- 

• Mechanical, Electrical or Civil 
Engineering

• Production Engineering

•  Engineering Design

If you decide to go to a university 
or college you could take a Degree 
or BTEC Higher National Certificate 
such as: 

• Mechanical/Electrical 
Engineering

• Manufacturing Engineering

• Production Engineering

And many more.

Students of this subject have gone 
on to a variety of University courses 
including: -

Newcastle, Northumbria, Teesside, 
Durham and Sunderland as well 
as further afield such as Sheffield, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Edinburgh and Bristol.

There are many career pathways 
that cater for the wide diversity of 
Engineering disciplines, such as:-

Aerospace Engineer. Agricultural 
Engineer. Automotive Engineer. 
Biomedical Engineer. Chemical 
Engineer. Civil Engineer. Computer 
Engineer. Drafting and Design 
Engineer.

BTEC First Award in 
Engineering
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What is the course structure? 

The course is a 3 Component 
course consisting of 2 mandatory 
internally assessed units and 
1 externally set controlled 
assessment. External Units carry an 
externally set exam where learners 
must complete and achieve at pass 
grade or above. Learners must 
complete all mandatory internal 
units using internally assessed 
assignments. 

What are the entry requirements? 

You will need to have the following:

• An interest in the world of 
business and employment. 

• You need to be creative and 
have loads of great ideas for 
running an enterprise (a small 
start-up business)

• You need to demonstrate 
entrepreneurial skills – hard 
work, resilience, determination, 
and good time management 
skills!

• Sound numerical skills

What will I study?

Here is a description of the units 
you will study: 

Component 1

You will examine the characteristics 
of enterprises and explore how 
market research helps enterprises 
meet customer needs and 
understand competitor behaviour.  
You will develop transferable skills, 
such as research, and data analysis 
in order investigate the factors that 
contribute to the success of an 
enterprise.

Component 2

This is a fun component where you 
will explore ideas and plan for a 
micro–enterprise activity.  You will 
also develop planning and research 
skills and during a presentation 
to ‘pitch’ a micro–enterprise 
activity you will also improve your 

communication skills.  After the 
presentation you must review your 
‘pitch’ for a micro–enterprise activity 
and this will give you an opportunity 
to develop self–reflection skills.

Component 3

To be successful in this 
externally assessed unit you 
must demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of elements 
of promotion and financial and 
interpret and use promotional and 
financial information in relation 
to a given enterprise.  Higher 
grade boundaries require you 
to make connections between 
different factors influencing a given 
enterprise and advise and provide 
recommendations to a given 
enterprise on ways to improve its 
performance. 

Component 1 and 2 are assessed 
internally through completion of 
assignments and externally verified 
through a portfolio of evidence for 
each unit. 

Component 3 is a synoptic unit and 
is assessed externally.

What can I do at the end of the 
course? 

The BTEC Tech Award is a practical 
introduction to life and work in 
Enterprise, so you can develop your 
understanding of the sector and see 
whether it’s an industry you’d like to 
be in.

As they’re designed to be taken 
alongside GCSEs, with a BTEC 
Tech Award you will have the 
opportunity to apply academic 
knowledge to everyday and work 
contexts, giving you a great starting 
point for academic or vocational 
study post–16, as well as preparing 
you for future employment. 

There are many career pathways 
that cater for the wide diversity of 
Business and Enterprise disciplines, 
and common employment 
destinations include: accountancy, 
marketing jobs e.g. advertising and 
promotional, sales management, 
human resources jobs e.g. 
recruitment.  

Students of this subject have 
gone on to a variety of University 
courses including: - Newcastle, 
Northumbria, Teesside, Durham and 
Sunderland as well as further afield 
such as Sheffield, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Edinburgh and Bristol. 

BTEC Enterprise
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Hairdressing and beauty therapy 
has been and remains an extremely 
popular vocational area that many 
young people are enthused by 
and aspire to. The aim of this 
qualification is to use the hair 
and beauty sector as a vehicle to 
develop learners more broadly, so 
they are sufficiently prepared and 
equipped with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to pursue a 
career in any context. 

This qualification includes two 
core units that can be applied 
to any sector or vocational area. 
In this qualification, you will use 
hairdressing and beauty therapy 
and related industries (i.e. retail, 
leisure, fashion, marketing, media, 
business) to develop yourself and, 
in particular, the skills and attributes 
prized by employers, further 
education colleges and higher 
education institutions. 

     What is the course content? 
• Understanding the hair and  
 beauty sector (mandatory) 
• Hair and beauty research project  
 (mandatory)  
• Business enterprise in hair 
 and beauty  
• Marketing and promotions in hair  
 and beauty  
• Hair and beauty science  
• Responding to a hair and beauty  
 design brief 

VTCT Level 2 Certificate in Hairdressing & 
Beauty Therapy With Kay Walker (VRQ)
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This qualification is designed for 
students with an interest in any 
of the health and fitness contexts 
such as exercise, lifestyles and 
diet. It is for those who are looking 
to develop a significant core of 
knowledge and understanding, and 
want to apply that knowledge in 
preparing, planning and developing 
a health and fitness programme.

What will I study?  
This qualification shows students 
how:   

• To perform fitness testing

• The main components of fitness  
measure an individual’s level of  
physical fitness

• To use the principles of training 
in a fitness programme

• To prepare, plan and develop  
a personal health and fitness  
programme  

• A healthy balanced diet affects  
lifestyles

• Types of training and 
components of fitness

• Anatomy and Physiology

How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 - 40%

Introduction to Body Systems and 
Principles of Training in Health and 
Fitness

(K/616/7093)- 90 minute exam in 
November

Unit 2 - 60%

Preparing and Planning for Health 
and Fitness (M/616/7094) Scenario 
based coursework

Progression 
This qualification will prepare 
students for Level 3 qualifications in 
Fitness and Physical Education in 
Sixth Form or College.

NCFE VCERT in Health and Fitness
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What is this qualification?

It offers an introductory qualification 
that focuses on aspects of 
employment in the Health, Social 
Care and Early Years sectors. 
Throughout this course, students 
are immersed in the work roles and 
responsibilities of a variety of health 
and social care staff to ensure they 
gain a detailed understanding of 
the diverse nature of the sector. It 
provides a good basis to move on 
to a more advanced work related 
qualification, such as our level 3 
course at sixth form, and gives the 
knowledge, understanding and 
practical skills needed in preparation 
for work. It is equivalent to 1 GCSE. 
Qualifications are awarded Pass, 
Merit and Distinction at level 2.

What is the course structure?

The course is made up of three 
mandatory units. This course will 
run over two years. 

What will I study?

TAHSC1

Introduction to the health and social 
care practitioner.

This unit provides learners with a 

broad and in-depth knowledge 
base providing the opportunity 
to explore the health and social 
care sector. Learners will need to 
understand the foundations of care 
and how care services are provided, 
funded and organised in the UK. 
They will explore the care needs of 
different individuals and consider 
how adaptations can be made to 
ensure they receive appropriate 
care. 

TAHSC2

Professional practice and the health 
and social care practitioner.

This unit will analyse the key skills 
and qualities which all practitioners 
must show in the sector. Students 
will research a variety of professional 
roles and responsibilities and often 
choose to complete this research 
on a profession they aspire to in 
the future. Learners will also look 
at what happens when things 
go wrong to understand the 
importance of following professional 
and legal frameworks.

TAHSC3

Human growth and development 
through the life stages.

This unit provides learners with a 
detailed overview of development 
from conception to older adulthood. 
Students will explore the different 
factors which can affect a person’s 
development from genetic 
conditions to getting a prison 
sentence. This unit will combine 
elements from the first two units to 
allow students to create a care plan 
for an individual to meet their needs 
based on the requirements and 
constraints of their role. 

How will I be assessed?

Assessment will take place 
throughout the course as students 
will build a portfolio of evidence for 
each of the 3 units. Each unit will be 
graded individually as a pass, merit 
or distinction. These coursework 
portfolios will be worth 54.5% of the 
final grade. 

At the end of the course, students 
will sit an exam which will assess 
knowledge from all 3 units. This will 
also be grades as a pass, merit or 
distinction and will be worth 45.5% 
of the final grade. Students must 
achieve at least a pass in the exam 
in order to gain the qualification.

Progression and career 
opportunities

NCFE qualifications are nationally 
recognised which benefits students 
in progressing onto further 
advanced courses or gaining an 
apprenticeship in the health and 
social care sector. Many of our 
students choose to stay with us 
through sixth form to complete 
their level 3 qualification and then 
move on to work, apprenticeships 
or university. In the past 5 years 
we have had students move on to 
study nursing, psychology, social 
work, public services and many 
more. If you are aspiring to be a 
nurse, midwife, social worker, police 
officer, nursery worker or have a 
desire to undertake any other career 
within the sector this is the course 
for you!

NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical 
Award in Health and Social Care



The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational 
Award in Hospitality and Catering 
has been designed to support 
learners in schools and colleges 
who want to learn about this 
vocational sector and the potential 
it can offer them for their careers or 
further study.

WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award 
in Hospitality and Catering units 
are assessed through controlled 
internal assessment and external 
assessment. 

Qualification Aims

• Be a starting point for 
employment in hospitality 
and catering, ranging from 
waiting staff, receptionists and 
catering assistants to chefs, 
hotel and bar managers and 
food technologists in food 
manufacturing. All of these 
roles require further education 
and training either through 
apprenticeships or further and 
higher education.

• Provide an opportunity to 
acquire a number of practical 
and technical skills.

Objectives

The objectives of this vocational 
course are: 

• Acquire knowledge of all aspects 
of the Hospitality and Catering 
industry and be able to propose 
new types of provision for 
specific locations. 

• Apply their learning in relation 
to front-of-house and kitchen 
operations to determine how 
the proposed hospitality and 
catering provision will operate 
efficiently legally and financially 
viable whilst meeting the needs 
of their potential market. 

• To learn to safely prepare, cook 
and present nutritional dishes.

• Draw upon on their learning 
of different types of provision, 
kitchen and front of house 
operations in Unit 1, as well 
as personal safety in their 
preparations. 

Course Breakdown

There are 2 units across the course 
and they are made up as follows:

Unit 1

The Hospitality and Catering 
Industry

Externally assessed by way of a 
written examination and counts for 
40% of the final grade.

Unit 2

Hospitality and Catering in Action

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated: A 9-hour piece of work 
which is made up of written tasks 
and planning with the addition of a 
3-hour practical exam carried out 
in school. This accounts for 60% of 
the final grade. 

vCert L2 Hospitality and Catering



What will I study?

A BTEC First in Music can help 
you take your first steps towards a 
career in the music industry. You’ll 
learn essential skills from performing 
and composing to producing, 
sound engineering and promoting 
a new track, album or concert. You 
will also gain some exciting insight 
into the different job roles music 
industry and how the music industry 
works.

What will I study and how is it 
assessed?

The course is split into two 
mandatory units and two optional 
units. For each unit learners can 
achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction.  
The final grade is an average of the 
levels achieved in each unit.

Mandatory Units:

Unit 1: The music Industry 
(External Exam)

Students will learn about the 
different sectors of the music 
industry and how they operate, 
and about the different types 
of organisations in the music 
industry and the type of work 
each undertakes and how these 
organisations interrelate. 

Within this students will learn about 
the different job roles available in 
the music industry and the technical 
requirements of each profession. 
Student’s knowledge will then be 
tested in a traditional exam setting.

Unit 2: Managing a Music 
Project (internally assessed)

In this unit students will manage and 
produce their own music product. 
They will be responsible for setting 
up a concert at school and will have 
control of the publicity, organisation, 
line-up, performers, promotion, 
venue and inviting an audience. 

Students will work together in 
groups to manage their concert and 
will be assessed on their effort and 
commitment as well as the quality 
of the finished product.

Optional Units (must complete two 
of units 3, 4, 5 or 6):

A range of optional units are 
available and can be picked to suit 
individual learners

Unit 3: Introducing Live Sound 
(internally assessed)

In this unit learners will discover 
how to control a live sound desk 
during a performance. How to 
correctly set up microphones, set 
the correct input type and gain, 
balance instrument levels. Learners 
wishing to be assessed on this unit 
may take control of the sound desk 
for the concert produced in Unit 2. 

Unit 4: Introducing Music 
Composition (internally 
assessed)

This unit is perfect for any budding 
song writers. Over the course of 
the unit students will compose their 
own musical ideas, before recording 
what they have created. 

Unit 5: Introducing Music 
Performance (internally 
assessed)

In this unit students will work 
on their music performance 
techniques, learning to play 
accurately and proficiently. Over the 
course of the unit they will reflect 
on their progress and improve their 
skills before a final performance of 
two pieces. Learners selecting this 
unit will likely perform at the concert 
they produce for unit 2.

Unit 6: Introducing Music 
Recording (internally assessed)

For this unit, students will study 
the basics of analogue and digital 
recording. They will learn how 
to record and mix several tracks 
into one piece of music adding 
production effects such as reverb 
and compression. 

BTEC First in Music
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Performing Arts is a practical 
subject in which you will learn 
and develop the necessary skills 
required as an actor, singer, dancer 
as well as experiencing creative 
roles such as script-writer, director 
etc.

What is the course structure?

The course is made up of 3 
Components consisting of 2 
internally assessed units and

1 externally set controlled 
assessment (exam). Students must 
pass all components in order to 
pass the course.

The 2 internal components are:

• Exploring the Performing Arts

• Developing Skills and 
Techniques in the Performing 
Arts

The externally assessed 
component is:

• Responding to a Brief 

What are the entry requirements?

We would expect that students will 
have a keen interest in performing 
arts and will take an active and 
committed role in Kenton School 
productions throughout the duration 
of the course. Previous experience 
of performance would be beneficial 

as would singing and dancing 
lessons.

You will need to be brave, 
enthusiastic, be willing to make 
mistakes and try new things. 

What will I study?

In Performing Arts you will gain a 
wide variety of skills and knowledge 
that will help you develop your 
confidence as a performer and 
provide a springboard to further 
study the performing arts. 

• Exploring the Performing Arts 
– In this component you will 
practically explore many aspects 
of performing arts including 
the various roles involved in 
performing arts, as well as 
how performance work can be 
created, developed, rehearsed 
and performed. 

• Developing Skills and 
Techniques in the Performing 
Arts – As you would expect, 
the focus of this component is 
to develop practical skills and 
techniques that will improve you 
as a all-round performer. 

• Responding to a Brief – In this 
exam unit you will have to create 
some performance material in 
response to a brief or stimulus. 
You will use all of your prior 

knowledge gained from the 
other components to consider 
the purpose of your performance 
and the target audience making 
sure that your end performance 
is appropriate and successful.

How is the course assessed?

Components 1 and 2 are assessed 
internally through completing 
assignments by set deadlines. This 
coursework will be made up of a 
combination of written material, 
performance work and recorded 
material. This is all assessed by your 
subject teacher and checked by 
BTEC too. 

Component 3 is assessed by an 
examiner. The examiner will receive 
your portfolio of written and video-
recorded evidence you created in 
response to the exam brief.

What can I do at the end of the 
course?

At the end of this course you 
will be well prepared to continue 
studying Performing Arts, Drama 
or Music in Year 12 and 13. Future 
employers and further education 
establishments will also recognise 
the value of Performing Arts as you 
have will have gained a valuable 
skill set in personal discipline and 
development. 

Students who have studied 
Performing Arts at Kenton School 
have gone on to study the subject 
and others at the following 
destinations:

• University of Aberdeen

• Leeds College of Music

• University of Cumbria

• Newcastle University

• Newcastle College

• Gateshead College

BTEC Level 2 Technical Award in 
Performing Arts
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The performing arts are a major 
part of the creative and cultural 
industries in the UK. Overall, the 
industry contributes £3.5 billion to 
the UK economy. There are 5,480 
businesses and 101,593 people 
working in the performing arts 
sector. 

Who is the qualification for?

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 
Tech Award in Performing Arts with 
a Dance Approach, is for learners 
who want to acquire technical 
knowledge and technical skills 
through vocational contexts by 
studying dance as part of their Key 
Stage 4 learning.

How does the qualification work?

The course is made up of three 
components: two that are internally 
assessed and one that’s externally 
assessed. The three-block 
structure; explore, develop and 
apply, has been developed to allow 
students to build on and embed 
their knowledge. This allows them 
to grow in confidence and then 
put into practice what they have 
learned. Our assessment structure 
is also designed so that students 
can build on what they learn, and 
develop their skills, as they move 
through the course.

For example, pupils explore a range 
of professional practitioners such 
as Gene Kelly, Akram Khan, Bob 
Fosse and many more. There will be 
chances to look at all areas of the 
performing arts and how the roles 
and responsibilities link together 
in the industry. Students will look 

at contemporary, street, freestyle, 
ballet, musical theatre and many 
more styles and will explore these 
styles practically. 

What can the qualification lead to?

Learners who generally achieve at 
Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 
learning might consider progression 
to study of a vocational qualification 
at Level 3, such as a BTEC National 
in Performing Arts which we offer 
at Kenton School. This course 
will prepare learners to enter 
employment or apprenticeships, or 
to move on to higher education by 
studying a degree in the Performing 
Arts or Production Arts areas.

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 
Performing Arts – with a Dance Approach 
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Block 1

You must choose one of the 
following:

• GCSE Geography

• GCSE History

To choose your options, please visit

www.tinyurl.com/KentonOptions2021

This link will be emailed to students. Students will need to be logged in 
to their school email account for the link to work.
You will need to select from the following Option Blocks

Block 2

You must express two preferences 
from the following list and will study 
one of them in Year 10 and 11. We 
will try to give as many students as 
possible their first choice:

• GCSE French

• GCSE Art, Craft and Design

• GCSE Graphic Communication

• GCSE 3D Design (Ceramics)

• GCSE Photography

• GCSE Textiles

• GCSE Media

• BTEC Music

Block 3

You must express four preferences 
from the following list and will study 
two of them in Year 10 and 11. We 
will try to give as many students as 
possible their first choice:

• GCSE Triple Science

• GCSE French

• GCSE Geography 
(only if you chose History in 
Block 1)

• GCSE History 
(only if you chose Geography in 
Block 1)

• GCSE Business Studies

• GCSE Computer Science

• GCSE Physical Education

• GCSE Statistics

• Engineering Design

• Engineering

• Enterprise

• Hair and Beauty

• Health & Fitness

• Health & Social Care

• Hospitality & Catering

• Performing Arts

• Dance

How to Select Your Options
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Kenton Sixth Form offers students 
a very wide range of courses. 
This page offers a simple guide 
to levels of courses that can be 
studied. More detailed information 
is provided in the Sixth Form 
Prospectus. Please ask for a copy 
from the Sixth Form team.

Sixth Form courses are at 
Advanced Level (AS Levels, Applied 
A Levels or BTEC Subsidiary 
Diploma/Diploma.) These courses 
are at Level 3. 

Normally students will have gained 
4 or 5 4-9 passes at GCSE to 
qualify for Advanced Level study 
(Level 3).   Level 2 courses have 
lower entry requirements. Many 
Level 2 students go on to Level 3 
study and stay with us for three 
years. We will offer the following 
courses to Year 12 students in 
September, 2021.

 A-Level

• Art & Design

• Art & Design: Ceramics

• Biology

• Chemistry 

• Computing 

• Criminology

• English Language

• English Literature

• Ethics and Philosophy

• Geography

• Government and Politics 

• History

• Languages 

• Law

• Mathematics

• Further Mathematics

• Media Studies

• Photography  

• Physical Education

• Physics  

• Psychology 

• Sociology

• Textiles

BTEC Level 3 and  
City & Guilds Diplomas

• Business

• Construction

• Hairdressing & Barbering

• Health and Social Care

• Manufacturing Engineering

• Music (Performing)

• Performing Arts 
 (Dance)

• Performing Arts 
 (Musical Theatre)

• Sport

• Business

• Travel

Level 2 Courses

• GCSE English

• GCSE Maths

• Jamie Oliver Cooking Skills

• Enterprise and Employability

• Vehicle Technology

 Enrichment Programme

• Extended Project

Sixth Form Areas of Study
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